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THAT 

FOOLISH, 

MISERABLE 

AL 

SIMMONS** 


— HE MADE THIS 
MESS! WHY?/ 
BECAUSE HE 
COULDN'T STAND 
HIS OWN WRETCHED 
LIFE? 


COULDN'T HANDLE 
THE PRESSURE OF 
BEING A PIECE IN THIS 
COSMIC CHESS SAME 
BETWEEN HEAVEN 
AND HELL? THAT WAS 
HIS NAME f HELL'S 
PAWN f HE'S BEEN A 
PIECE SINCE THE 
BEGINNING, 


INSTEAD, HE 
TRIES TO END IT 
ALL BY BLOWING 
HIS DAMN HEAD 
OFF/ mMOST 
HAVE KNOWN 
THAT WOULDN'T 
WORK.„DEATH 
ISN'T AN END 
FOR ANY OF US// 


NOW HE'S 
DISAPPEARED 
SOMEPLACE. 
SOMEWHERE 
INTO 

OBLIVION, 


WHAT I WOULD 
HAVE GIVEN TO SEE 
THE LOOK ON HIS 
FACE WHEN HE 
DISCOVERED THAT 
HIS SUICIDE FAILED f 


I GOTTA HAND IT TO THE MAN, 
THOUGH --HE DID SOMETHING NO 
OTHER SPAWN HAD ACHIEVED BY 
VANISHING/ BUT IN DOING SO, HE 
INADVERTENTLY CREATED AN 
ENTIRELY NEW CLASS OF SPAWN 
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CREATED AT THE 
SAME MOMENT 
AS SIMMONS' 
OWN ATTEMPTED 
DEATH.* 


LIKE IT MULTIPLIED 
EVERYTHING EVIL 
FROM SPAWN 
TENFOLD,' BUT THE 
WAY I SEE IT... 
THIS NEW OMEGA 
CAN BE WAY 
MORE USEFUL. 

IF WE CAN LEARN 
TO CONTROL IT 


SIMMONS MUST 
HAVE BEEN PISSED 
WHEN IT HAPPENED/ 


WHICH HELPED FEED 
THIS NEW CREATION, 


PISSED THAT HE 
STILL EXISTED. 


91BBBP THAT 
HE HADN'T 
ENDED 
HIS MISERY. 


MAKING THE OMEGA 
WANT TO WAGE 
WAR ON EVERYTHING 
IN ITS PATH. 


*5 EE 
ISSUE 
135 - 
Todd 


AND A 
PIECE OF 
HIM SCRAPED 
OFF INTO A 
BIGGER, 
STRONGER, 
MORE 
POWERFUL 
VERSION OF 
HIMSELF , 










INCLUDING HIS OWN 
KIND' THIS OMEGA NOW 
HAS MORE CONTROL OF 
HELL THAN ANY OF US. 


EVEN THE ARMIES OF 
HELL. ..WELL, THEY 
WEREN'T PREPARED. 
NONEOF US WERE. 


THEY’D NEVER DEALT 
WITH ANYTHING LIKE 
HIM.. .HIS POWER 
NEARLY RIVALING 
MALEBOLGIA'S OWN. 


HE LAID 
WASTE TO 
HELL'S 
ARMIES. 


UNTIL WORD 
HAD SPREAD, FAR 
AND WIDE THAT 
OMEGA SPAWN, THE 
CONOUEROR, was 
NOT TO 8E OPPOSED. 
ALL WERE TO AVOID 
HIM AT ANY COST. 


EVEN THE 
MENTION 
OF HIS NAME 
BRINGS 
PUNISHMENT 
TO ANY 
DEMON. 


J 

7%. /I 

I ■L" " s 



k 1 ', irA’Vv.. \ jk 

— ' V J 

Hg 1 : 

WErSi ■ ■■ cl 

Wjp H W 

fcgrT i- ’ |«r/ 

- K ■ . jFyy' 

...» 

vijyT ^ 




■ M ^ 








• \ ’■■L- vir. 



jlj'T y 


Hr j . U 



■*v" 



^ f3i- 



■ J'/H .* ' 

ijh 


iMr'-i. '"S! 


P3 

■f El" 

jjr- 

71 _j||- — _4.-r 

* v — r- TiVS 

Hr tL 









IF HE WANTS TO SPLIT 
7?^ TH,S WORLD IN HALF- -BRING 
Y AN END TO IT ALL-,* LETHlMf* BECAUSE 1 
HE1L FIND I'VE ALREADY SET THINGS INTO 
MOTION HERE ON EARTH TO STALL HIS 
EFFORTS. AND WHEN MY CALL COMES FOR YOU 
DEAR BROTHERS/ TO SHOW YOURSELVES/ 
l THEN THAT'S WHEN OMEGA AND ALL A 
HUMANS WILL FINALLY UNDERSTAND A 
THE TERM "HELL ON EARTH/" 


tr INSTEAD, ^ 
f LET THIS NEW 1 
MANIFESTATION 
OF SIMMONS 
CONTINUE TO 
CALL THE SHOTS. 
CONTINUE TO 
DO WHATEVER 
t HE ASKS OF 
k. YOU. X - 


w LEAVING ^ 
ONLY ONE PIECE 
UNSOLVED FOR 
^ NOW,., d 


r WHERE'S 
THE REST OF 
AL SIMMONS 
. SOUL...? , 


r BUT WE ^ 
WON'T! AT 
LEAST NOT YET, 
MY PHLEBIAC 
c BROTHERS. > 


BUT QUICKLY, OMEGA 
GREW BORED OF 
COMMANDING ONLY 
THE LEGIONS OF HELL, 


NOT CONTENT 
WITH JUST 
LORDING OVER 
H]S MINIONS... 
HE IMMEDIATELY 
SETHIS SIGHTS 
ON EARTH. 


ASSEMBLING AN ARMY/ 
SO NOTHING-NO POWER 
WILL STOP HIM... 


r BUT WE ^ 
WON'T! AT 
LEAST NOT YET, 
MY PHLEBIAC 
c BROTHERS. > 


*See image United for the rest"Todd 
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r IT'4 me TO ^ 
4uow you moi 
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r YOU ^ 
NEED TO GET 
OUT OF 
v HERE' ^ 


SPAWN/ 

DIO 

YOU HEAR 
v ME? > 


7T gov VMWrrtr^ 

' ARE YOU DEAF?' YOU NEED N 
TO LEAVE HERE, NOW'' BEFORE THE 
HUMANS TRACK YOU DOWN AGAIN, 
THEY'VE ALREADY GOTTEN A TASTE OF 
WHAT YOU "RE ABOUT, THEY HUNT 
^ YOU DOWN AGAIN, IT'LL ONLY 

M>L GETWOft&S! ^ 


NOW GO,' ^ 
I'LL TAKE CARE 1 
OF FREAK AND 
REPORT BACK TO 
YOU LATER, I 
l CAN HANDLE A 
THIS/ A 














' &ACK OFF, 
CLOWN,' AW 
£T OF TELLINC 
ME WW AT TO 
v VO! ^ 


7X X'WusemN.^ ^ 
/ b\c\t AW1\R£P X 
f OP AMYOmuAV\N<£ 
POWER OF GOMS 
KtNt? KNOWING MO&£ 

AeouiMt twent 
VO! TUEV WANT A 
V piece of m* i um j 

LET£ tt? JT/ ^ 


WOULD 

r YOU LISTEN?/ ~ 
SOMETHING'S WRONG/ 
HE'S NOT AFRAID" 
OF EITHER OF US'/ 
LOOK AT HIM/ IT 
DOESN'T MAKE SENSE, 
. ITS LIKE HE a 
Ufa*,. KNOWS., 


r UM,. 

SPAWN? 

I THINK YOU 
NEED TO- d 










^ HE'S 
PROTECTING HIM? 

- WHY? 


ALWAYS ACTONTHEIR 
OWN, 


W HELLS 41 
r HIDING 1 
SOMETHING. 
SOMETHING BIG 
ENOUGH THAT 
t THEY NEED A 
^ YOU. A 


Srr^ 
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SO GET YOUR 

T ASS OUT OF HERE/ YOU'VE ^ 
BECOME SOME PIECE OF THEIR 
SECRET PUZZLE, YOU DISAPPEAR 
IMG NOW WILL MESS 'EM UP. 
WE NEED TO BUY TIME UNTIL 
MY PL AM IS READY, 


WHAT 

PLAN? 


r NEVERMIND/ ^ 
I'LL EXPLAIN LATER. 
&Of YOU NEED 
TO G OI! I'LL TAKE 
THIS BASTARD 
V DOWN... ^ 


X NO WAY' 

NO PRICKIN' WAY/ 
SPAWNS CANT MOVE 
THAT FAST/ MAYBE I 
, COULD USE YOUR . 
^ HELP, 


& 


-j 


jT> 








X you Liv£ receiving x 

W PdINi INSTCdl? OF= ^ 

rr OUTff X PONT KNOW 

why you've sox a co$xum UKe 

/W!N0, 0UTVOU WAWXA FISHT 

v thexn sop PAMmn xu / 
<sm you oN0/ X 






^ SPAWN* STOP/ N 
DON'T ENGAGE!! 
THEY WANT YOU TO 
FIGHT- -THAT'S HOW 
S IT WORKS J ^ 


^ OHHHH ^ 
CLOWN/ 
LOOK WHAT I 
w FOUND. > 


LOOK AT X 
THEM/ ISN'T > 
THAT BEAUTIFUL? 
ANARCHY IN FULL 
BLOOM JUST A 
HEARTBEAT AWAY. 
t VIOLENCE. ..IT y 
X FEEDS US. jM 









W LIKE YOU RIPPING ^ 
r MY ARM APART, MOW'D 1 
THAT FEEL? WERE YOU 
EXCITED, ANXIOUS, CALM? 
TELL ME, WHAT WERE YOU 
FEELING? I WANT TO KNOW' 1 
. WHY YOU'VE BECOME , 
SUCH A TRAITOR' 


^ HERE, TAKE ^ 
A WHIFF OF MY 
BLOODY PULP, 
MAYBE THAT'LL 
REFRESH YOUR 
K MEMORY, > 


^ OH, > 
EVENTUALLY 
I WILL. LIKE 
YOU DID MY 
. ARM. > 


BUT DON'T jg 

/ WORRY ABOUT THAT. X 
f HERE- 1 WANT TO SHOW N 
YOU SOMETHING. I WANT 
YOU TO SEE WHAT I CAN DO.., 
REGARDLESS OF WHAT FORM 
I TAKE. SEE HOW ITS 
. BACK?/ GROWN TOGETHER y 
■A. LIKE YOU NEVER EVEN / 
TOUCHED ME. 


a there was n 

A TIME WHEN YOUR 
LOYALTY WAS NEVER 
IN QUESTION. BUT MY 
ABSENCE HAS GIVEN 
YOU FALSE 

V CONFIDENCE.' A 














11 IT ALSO APPEARS TO HAVE DULLED 
THE SENSES OF MY HELLSPAWN. 
JUST LIKE YOU, HE'S LOST WHAT- 
EVER EDGE HE ONCE HAD, 


' YOU WERE 
SUPPOSED TO 
TRAIN HIM/ THAT 
WAS YOUR ONLY 
PURPOSE. 


’ BUT HIS 
RAGE/— WHICH 
CONTINUES TO 
FEED HIS 




LEAST THAT'S 
STILL INTACT' " 








so ALL N 
MAY NOT BE 
LOST QUITE 
, YET. . 


f BUT FIRST ^ 
HE MUST PASS 
MY EASY TEST 
AGAINST ONE OF 
, THE OMEGA J 
V CLASS. A 


SPAWN t 


THAT'S IT/ N 
W RUN TO HIM. 

/ MAKE SURE YOUR 
l\ NEW TOY ISN'T 
BROKEN. A 
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^ YOU MEED ^ 
TO CALM DOWN 
AND LET ME 
HANDLE THIS,., 
v MY WAY/ > 


r NEVER MIND, ^ 
BAD JOKE, SO 
WHATS THE PLAN 
HERE? ^ 


HOW 

DO WE DO 
THAT? . 




W Jr GET UP, 
z=rtf DAMN YOU 1 

*7 &et up a 

YOU ARENT GOING 
TO LET SOME WIMPY, 


LITTLE BUILDING 
STOP YOU- ARE YOU? 
SURELY YOU'RE NOT 
l THAT BIG OF A A 

\b^ wuss?/ 


w I CAN ^ 
TAKE CARE OF 
MYSELF" AND 
DONT CALL ME 
. SHIRLEY. > 


UNH? 

WHATS 

THAT 

MEAN? 







^ YOU'RE 
BECOMING MORE 
ENTERTAINING 
BY THE MINUTE. 
SADLY, THAT WONT 
V SPARE YOU, > 


WHAT N 
NOW? YOU 
GOING TO 
TRY AND KILL 
V ME? > 


r OH NO, I'M " 
GOING TO DO 

wAYMoee 

, THAN TRY/ , 


r WITH WHAT?/ \ 
YOUR BROKEN 
LITTLE CLUB? ARE 
YOU SERIOUS? 

A&you 


CUT LIKE Vf> 

A LIGHT. [ * 

PERFECT! Z-,/ 

NOW II 
gj CAN TAKE ON 
M MY TRUE FORM 
LA WITHOUT YOU 
SEEING. A 


AND YOUR 

W&W CHARADE WITH THE Itf 
|V SPAWN "IT'S QUITE \ 
Wm CONVINCING. I THINK 
4 HE ACTUALLY LIKES YOU. 

' A IMPRESSIVE TRICK* 1 
, T.. \ MAYBE YOU CAN TRY IT / 
OUT ON MY OTHER M 
4 HELLSPAWN. 









1 DON'T X 
/ NEED TRICKS, T 
f JUST TIME, ENOUGH 
TO UNLEASH THE 
WRATH OF SPAWN'S 
COSTUMED HOST. BUT 
YOU ALREADY KNEW 
THAT, RIGHT, FREAK? 

THAT'S WHY WE'RE - 
L ALL HERE, ISN'T A 
IT? 


/ YOU AND A 
I- -WE BOTH 
WANT CONTROL 
OVER THE 
COSTUME'S 
V POWERS/ A 


BUT IF 

JIM DIES SO 
DOES THE 
SYMBIOTE.,, 


F AND ^ 
THAT'S NOT 
GOING TO 
HAPPEN' , 


y i : r ... '■]//' r ,i / D ■ 
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r so a ^ 

DEAD JEM OR 
A DEAD SYMBIOTE 
MEANS A P£AP 
OMEGA/ ISN'T 
THAT RIGHT, 

^ FREAK? > 


r BECAUSE ^ 
THE OMEGA 
FEEDS OFF THE 
COSTUME'S 
EXISTENCE 
V TOO/ V 












r SO YOU ^ 
CANT REALLY 
KILL SPAWN 
OR HIS 
COSTUME, 1 , 


LOO K .AT Th EM , 

SPAWN - - LOOK AT MY 
W DYSFUNCTIONAL CHILDREN, ^ 
f EACH INTENT ON ANNIHILATING ^ 
THE OTHER. AND AS MUCH AS 1 
VIOLATOR TRIES TO CHANGE HIS 
WAYS, HE'LL ALWAYS REMAIN WHAT 
HE WAS CREATED TO BE*- A SAVAGE/ 
INSTEAD OF ACCEPTING THAT, HE 
THINKS HE CAN BE A TRUE LEADER, 
AS THE CLOWN/ THE CLOWN ff CAN 
YOU IMAGINE THE IRONY IN THAT? i 
i THE CLOWN NOW WANTS TO BE A 

k taken SEMODSUrt! if A 

^ IT WEREN'T SO PITIFUL. ^ 
I'D LAUGH, ^ 


W EVEN THE ^ 
F VIOLATOR- FOR ^ 
r ALL HIS BOASTING-*’ 
KNOWS HE CAN 
ONLY SHIFT INTO 
HIS TRUE FORM 
FOR LIMITED PERIODS 
OF TIME. HE CANT 
EVEN CONTINUE THIS 
FIGHT MUCH LONGER 
FOR FEAR HE'LL 
l REVERT TO HIS FAT j 
k POWERLESS A 
^ SHAPE. ^ 


NO. I 
CAN'T 


BUT! 
CAN KILL 
YOU. 
tfeehee- 


j | 

1 

■ Hi f Jr tJVjI / Jr jr ¥L, r 
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.THE THING I WILL BE MOST 

LOOKING FORWARD TO- 


V1S THE COMPLETE AND UTTER 
DESTRUCTION OF VIOLATOR, Hl$ 
BROTHERS, AND ANY OTHERS 
WHO'VE EVER PLEDGED EVEN A 
MOMENT'S THOUGHT TO HIS REIGN' 


"AND H£ PLANS ON TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF YOUR 
CONFUSION. SO, I NEED TO 
BALANCE THE TABLES. EVEN OUT 
THE DECEPTION AND LIES. UNTIL 
rVE GATHERED ALL THE PIECES 
I NEED HERE ON EARTH, 


"BUT I GUESS YOU 
WOULDN'T KNOW 
THAT, WOULD 
YOU, SPAWN? 
HE HASN'T 
ACTUALLY SHOWN 
YOU HIS TRUE 
VIOLATOR SELF. 


"WHEN THAT HAPPENS I'LL 
UNLEASH THE FULL FURY OF 
MY BOTTLED UP RAGE, TOO / 
AND MY VERY FIRST TASK... 


"HE'S BEEN HIDING THAT 
FROM YOU, TRYING TO GAIN 
YOUR TRUST. BECAUSE SINCE AL 
SIMMONS ABDICATED HtS POSITION 
AS THE CHOSEN SPAWN r THRUSTING 
YOU ONTO CENTER STAGE, YOU 
DON'T EVEN UNDERSTAND THAT 
VIOLATOR IS THE SWORN ENEMY 
of BUY spawn; 


! ■ 

k ' 
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■_ g^y 
r SOMETH | NO! 

WHyWOH'T 
you mm- 
v rum? y 


HE CAN'T SPEAK 

r BECAUSE HE'S NOT H! %JMfO ■■: 
OMEGA, HE ^ ..'LIST A REPL:CA (// h ■ 

IN THE OMEGA CLASS. AS 
■ML: Cl I AS CLOWN SPO.JTS OF' ■HjgSi 
ABOUT H IS KM OWXEOOE Of ■ATtV 1 
THE OMEGA, HE STILL HASN'T , O'* 

REALIZED HE S ONLY -ACE MM 1 ■ 
k 70 FACE WITH A SECOND- jMMM ' . VN p 
'SATE COPY / ^#4' 1 

but he /“ 

WAS CORRECT ALjOUI A- 

HP( O YE I HI N 0 - my NEED TO V 

Jn \\\y CONTROL YOUR COSTUME > 
sf \vy AGAIN. THE TRANSFORMATION, 
NAf FROM AL SIMMON 5 TO YOU TORE 
THE SUIT APART FOR ONE BRIEF 
C, f A MOMENT, GIVING THE SYMBIOTE A 
V [Vi CHANCE TO RECONSTRUCT ITSELF 
V\A*1 WITHOUT ANY GUIDING HAND TO 
\VWF- TEMPER it. meaning, dear spawn. 

-| IAT IN A VERY Si lORI TIME- YOUR 

VV\ cos i ',. mi s si'A6t u ro &r comi 

■Nw/Vlj. THE MOST POWERFUL A 
^ FORCE IN THE EtfTlfZE J 

■SIN. mmi&& ....-w 


■"FOR NOW, I'LL PATIENTLY BIDE MY 
TIME— GIVING CLOWN THE FALSE HOPE 
HIS FEEBLE ACTIONS ARE WORKING/ 
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My AND AB 

/ SINCE YOU, JIM \l 
/ DOWNING, WERE \\ 
f NEVER MEANT TO ! 
TAKE UP THE MANTLE 
OF THE SPAWN, IN THE 
FIRST PLACE- -I DONT 
BELIEVE YOU'RE 
CAPABLE OF TAMING 
YOUR SUIT. AND HAVING 
THE COSTUME GROW, 
UNSUPERVISED, i 
BY ITSELF, ISNT / 
k A CHOICE A 
W EITHER. y / 


jT SEE HOW X 
X EASILY IT POURS \ 
f OVER YOUR BODY WHEN ^ 
I COMMAND IT? THAT 
OBEDIENCE WON'T LAST 
LONG. SO THERE ARE REALLY 
ONLY THREE OPTIONS LEFT. 
EITHER I LEARN TO CONTROL 
IT. YOU CONTROL IT. OR IT 
BEGINS TO CONTROL ITSELF. 

IN WHICH CASE BOTH 
v HEAVEN AND HELL WONT A 
y STAND A CHANCE OF /* 
_ STOPPING IT. dm 


r WHICH ^ 
ONLY 

LEAVES ONE 
v OPTION/ , 


SO, WAKE 

r UR MR, DOWNING,! 
FROM WHEREVER 
YOU'VE GONE. IT'S 
TIME YOU AND YOUR 
COSTUME GAZED I NTO 
THE FACE OF YOUR 
k NEW LORD AND J 
K MASTER/ A 


FORTUNATELY v 
FOR US, IT'S IN 
A NEWBORN 
STATE, STILL 
RESPONDING TO 
v MY TOUCH, > 


A 










NOTHING, 


CLOSE 
YOUR EYES 
WHAT DO 
t YOU SEE? 


r RJGHT" ^ 
YOU SEE 
NOTHING -- 
BECAUSE 
THEY'VE ALL 
t LEFT. > 


' ALL OF N 
THEM? THE 
ENTIRE 
'LEGION?' 


r WHAT ^ 
ABOUT YOUR 
ARMY? 


THEY'RE 

GONE 

TOO. 


WHY? 


F BECAUSE 
THEY KNOW 
WHAT'S 
. COMING. , 


WHICH 

IS...? 


I DON'T 
KNOW, 
EXACTLY, 





* I THINK 
THAT'S WHAT 
SCARED THEM 
, MOST, j 


THE 

UNKNOWN? 


YES, THE 
UNKNOWN 


w THAT'S WHY ^ 
I'M HERE. BECAUSE 
EVEN THOUGH YOU 
WERE FREE TO GO... 
YOU'RE THE ONLY ONE 
WHO DIDN'T. THAT 
ATTITUDE'S WHAT I'M 
|L LOOKING FOR. 


KNOW 


I'M NOT 

afraid. 


\ 


r L J-‘ 






THAT'S MORE 

Y LIKE IT* -BECAUSE THE > 
GOAL TONIGHT WASN'T 
FOR ME TO DESTROY YOU- 
I'M JUST A DECOY. A SIMPLE 
DISTRACTION J NOL...YOUR 
l REAL ENEMY HAS FINALLY J 
ARRIVED.' 


EXCELLENT' 


SO 1 *" 


BEHIND 

YOU... 


C'MON, 
GET UP' 


,/ THIS CAN'T BE 
W THAT EASY,'' ONE \ 

BRiMSTONE BELCH AND 
THAT'S IT— YOU'RE DONE?.'/ 

you pussy i 

MAYBE WE'VE BEEN GIVING 
YOU TOO MUCH CREDIT. WE 
THOUGHT YOU WERE 

V tougher A 
than that: S4 












...LOOK WHAT YOU VE 
UNLEASHED UPON YOURSELF 


/ 


-f 


"YOUR CREATOR IS HERE 
TO CLAIM THE SMALL 
PIECE YOU STOLE FROM 
OJWEGA„.FRQ!Vl HER/ 
YOU ONLY EXIST 
BECAUSE OF HER/' BUT 
IF YOU CAN ABSORB THE 
COSTUME THEN YOU'LL 
BE THE STRONGEST 
OMEGA/ 


j „ 




■*31 


/L 




YOULt. BE THE ONE 
THAT eULSS! " 































A/ I DON'T 
Y KNOW WHY V 
f YOU CANT \ 

7 uHpeestAHp y 

me ernes?* 

YOU'RE ON EARTH/ 
YOU CANT REMAIN 
VIOLATOR FOR LONG 
STRETCHES. THAT'S 
HOW THIS WORKS/ 
ALL OF US- WE 
k ALL GET WEAKER i 
Kk IN THE REAL fl 
f\ WORLD/ 


I'M GETTING X 
TIRED OF THIS/ SO 
LET'S END THIS CHARADE 


LET'S 

GO/ YOU'RE 
COMING 
WITH ME/ . 


^ YOU'LL N 
BE QUITE 
VULNERABLE 
THEN, 

V RIGHT? A 


h PUSHING 1 
YOUR LUCK, 
AREN'T YOU? 
YOUR FORM IS 
ABOUT TO 
LEAVE YOU , 
AGAIN. A 









yr HOW S IT X 
FEEL TO BE HOME 
AGAIN? WHERE 
YOUR STRENGTH 
COURSES FULL 
BLOWN THROUGH 
V YOUR VEINS? > 


W FEEL IT/ ^ 
r DO YOU 1 
HEAR ME?/ 

I WANT YOU TO 
FEEL ITS TO BE AT 
FULL STRENGTH 
FOR WHAT I'M 
1 ABOUT TO 
TELL YOU. A 


r THOUGH ^ 
HOW YOU 
HAVEN'T 
GUESSED BY 
NOW IS JUST 
MIND- 
'S. NUMBING./ 


YOU 

WANT TO 
KNOW 
, WHY..? 


r I HAVEN'T ^ 
FIGURED YOU OUT 
BECAUSE YOU'RE 
NOT WORTH MY 
k TIME/ A 


NOT 

NOW/ 






I DON'T > 
KNOW WHY YOU 
CAN'T UNDERSTAND 
THAT?/ SO I GUESS 
THAT MAKES 

v us even; y 


YOU 

DARE... 


r THAT'S IT, x 
MOCK ME. FEEL 
v SUPERIOR, v 


r BUT NOW \ 
THAT YOUR 
STRENGTH'S 
RETURNED"SO 
SHOULD YOUR 
► SENSES, y 


r so >4 

TELL ME- 
SCARE ME A 
LITTLE' MOW'D 
YOU GET SO 
. CRAZY? \ 
















BARRIERS "LAID THERE BY 
MY ENEMIES HERE IN HELL, THEY 
MEANT TO DESTROY ME AFTER I 
FELL TO THE SPAWN * TO MAKE 
SURE THERE VVOULDN7 BE ANY 
WAY FOR MY RETURN. BUT THEY 
FAILED' THEY COULDN'T KILL 


.UCsrifS 


AND 

VERY 

SOON. 


teg 


fr« 


r YOU'LL 
RECOGNIZE 
THE REST OF 
v ME. , 






. 



MY 

LORD IS 

P€AV\ 


X OH, I KNOW Xr 
f YOU WISH THAT 
WERE TRUE, BUT SADLY 
MY CHILD, 1 DIDN'T DIE. 
I'LL TELL YOU HOW 
THAT HAPPENED 
V ON THE DAY I KILL y 
YOU, 


SO, Lit TAKE MY LEAVE. 
x NOT E E CAU SE I CAN T KILL YOU X 
/ AND NOT BECAUSE L FEAR YOU, \ 
r BUT BECAUSE I NEED TO GATHER SOME 1 
f PIECES. THINGS THAT WERE TAKEN FROM * 
WIE, THAT DO NOT ALLOW ME TO MANIFEST 
MY FULL BEING YET. BUT. ..WHEN E DO COLLECT 
THOSE PIECES— I WILL BE BACK- SO SPREAD 
THE WORD, TRAITOR -YOUR KING HAS 
RETURNED. I WANT EVERY ONE OF YOU 
E WAS BETRAYED BY, TO NOT STOP 
THINKING ABOUT ME, TELL THEM THEIR 

k Reckoning A 

I X IS COMING. EVEN GOD HIMSELF /t 
HL WON'T REST EASY TONIGHT, 


r YOU ^ 
HAVE YOUR 
ORDERS' , 


■r KEEP ^ 
■ { TELLING 
,1, YOURSELB 

S9L THAT,,, j 


W ONE LAST X 
r THING- THE ^ 

SPAWN'S 
COSTUME. JT"S 
MORE POWERFUL 
THAN YOU CAN 
L IMAGINE. J 


UARff 

YOU'RE A 
FRAUD f 


WHERE'D 
HE ^ 

1 • F-PP1 I! 


UNH? 














r WHAT 5 1 
WRONG 
WITH YOU? 
WHY DON'T 
YOU NEED 
THAT SAME 
THING? 


r IT WOULD SIMPLY ^ 
BE THE END. THEN 
YOU WOULD BE LEFT 
TO FOLLOW YOUR 
t OWN DESTINY, j 


r I'M MAKING 
THIS MOVE SO YOU 
CAN MOVE ON. 


SOMEHOW WE 1 
W ALL COT TANGLED 
W TOGETHER, NOT KNOW 
■ I NO WHOSE SOUL WAS 

WHOSE. THEY NEEDED 
► ]J S NOT ^ THEIR FREEDOM. SOME- 
JUST YOU. I THING TO GIVE THEM 
DID IT FOR ALL it MEANING AGAIN. 

OF THEM - -YOU 
INCLUDED. A 


I DON T 
KNOW. 


WHAT 
MAKES 
YOU SAY 
THAT? . 


WHY 

ME? WHY 
WOULD 
YOU... 


WHY 

DIDN'T YOU 
LEAVE WITH 
THE REST? 


DON 


THINK 


M 


SUPPOSED 




YOU HAVE TO. ^ 
BECAUSE I WONT BE HERE 
MUCH LONGER, SO WHOEVER 
STAYS HAS TO KNOW WHY 
^ THEY'RE DOING IT. ^ 


YOU CANT 
GUESS. 


HOW 

SO? 


THE 

LEGION 


^ THE BOY? ^ 
THE LITTLE ONE? 
CHRIST WHAT WAS 
HIS NAME? . 


CHRISTOPHER 


^CHRISTOPHER -- 1 
THAT'S IT. 
WHY COULDN'T I 
REMEMBER HIS 
. NAME? j 


^ BECAUSE HE'S 
r GONE. AND ONCE YOU ^ 
LEAVE YOUR MEMORIES OF 
THEM WILL FADE TOO. JUST 
LIKE THIS CONVERSATION 
WE'RE HAVING. YOU WON'T 
REMEMBER IT UNTIL A 
LATER. I HOPE. 


r DID HE ^ 
EVER FIND HIS 
MOTHER? 


r CHRISTOPHER.^ 
DID HE EVER FIND 
HER? THAT'S ALL 
HE TALKED ABOUT. 
WANTING TO GET 
. BACK TO HER. 


W JUST SO ^ 
HE COULD 
TELL HER HE WAS 
ALRIGHT. FOR 
HER NOT TO 
^ WORRY A 


WHAT'S ^ 
THAT 

SUPPOSED 
TO MEAN? 


r IT'S ^ 
BETTER 
THAN THE 
ALTERNA- 
l TIVE . . 


r THE ^ 

ALTERNATIVE 
BEING.. + ? 


THIS 

PLACE 


^ MEANS I DON'T ^ 
f KNOW. MEANS HE'S ^ 
GONE --HE'S NOT HERE- 
THE WORLD'S A BIG PLACE 
HE'S GOING TO HAVE TO 
FIND THAT PATH ON HIS 
OWN. JUST LIKE EVERY- 
L ONE ELSE NOW. JUST A 
LIKE YOU DID. 


THIS ^ 
SANCTUARY.. 
PROTECTING 
NOTHING. 


W SO YOU'RE ^ 
KICKING US 1 
OUT. SENDING 
US OUT THERE 
BLINDLY BY 
PUSHING US INTO 
WHATEVER'S , 
L WAITING? A 


r YES. BUT I'M ^ 
GIVING YOU A CHANCE 
TO BE FREE. WHAT YOU 
AND THE OTHERS MAKE 
l QF THAT OPPORTUNITY 
IS YOUR OWN. A 


r DID YOU WANT 

ME TO FORCE THEM TO ^ 
STAY? TO REMAIN SITTING 
HERE IN DARKNESS, DEVOID 
OF PURPOSE OR MEANING? IS 
L THAT WHAT YOU WANTED a 
FOR THEM? 


r THEN LET 
THEM HAVE 
A CHANCE 
TO FAIL 
t ALSO. 


BUT ^ 
WHAT IF 
HE'S LOST 
OR... 


r OR ~ 

DEAD. MAYBE 
WORSE, 


r YOU 1 
SAY THAT 
UKE IT'S A 
GOOD 
. THING, a 



SUCH 

AS? 


WHAT 

POWER? 


W SEE, ^ 

YOU'RE RIGHT, 
THERE'S 

NOTHING HERE, 
ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING, BUT 
YOU'RE MAKING 
A HUGE 

L. MISTAKE. J 


IT'S NOT ^ 
r YOU, IT'S WHAT 
YOU'RE 
PROTECTING" 
AND THE POWER 
L THAT COMES 
k. WITH IT, A 


DO YOU 
THINK YOU'RE 
CAPABLE OF 
CONTROLLING 
THAT POWER? 


r SO 1 

I'LL ASK 1 
YOU THE 
QUESTION 
AGAIN. WHY 
DID YOU 
L STAY? A 


ANSWER 

THE 

QUESTION.' 


DON'T... 


BECAUSE 


THEY 


LEFT 


AND 


SO 


DID 


YOU 


EVERYONE' ^ 
HEAVEN. HELL. THE 
GREENWORLD'. ALL OF 
THEM/ THEY WONT REST 
UNTIL THEY'VE 
W BEATEN YOU. ^ 


LJC.HIU\ IWU. 

THEY'LL SEND^^B 

r their best soldiers and 

WARRIORS IN A RELENTLESS 
ONSLAUGHT UNTIL YOU 
L QUIT, DO YOU UNDER- 

STAND THAT? J 


I WON T 
DO THAT. 
SO THAT'S 
WHY I'M 
STAYING. 


AND I 1 
CANT 
TALK 
YOU OUT 
OF IT? . 


I'LL TAKE 
THAT 
CHANCE. 


THEN LET 
ME GIVE YOU 
SOME ADVICE 
INSTEAD. 


YOU'RE 
ASSUMING 
THIS PLACE 
CEASES TO 
. EXIST. . 


BUT " 
WHAT IF IT 
DOESN'T? 
WHAT IF IT 
REMAINS? 


SO? 


r SO ^ 

WHAT 1 
HAPPENS 
TO THE NEXT 
SOUL? THE 
NEXT PERSON 
THAT GETS 
l DUMPED 
L HERE? A 


WHO 5 
GOING TO 
HELP 

. THEM? . 


W WHAT IF 1 
NO ONE 1 
COMES? 
THEN YOU'LL 
BE CONDEMN- 
ING YOURSELF 
TO THE VERY 
THING YOU'RE 
TRYING TO 
L PREVENT. J 


r IF YOU 4 
DO THIS- 1 
IF YOU STAY- 
THEY'LL 
COME AFTER j 
t YOU. A 


% % V. 


r AT ^ 
LEAST 
US- -THE 
LEGION" 
WE HAD 
EACH 
OTHER, , 


r I GO NOW 1 
AND I'M 
CONDEMNING 
SOMEONE TO 
COMPLETE 
. ISOLATION, a 










"I'LL HAVE THE 
POWER OF LIFE 
OR DEATH?.,/' 



: 

l 

i 






W NO- NOT ^ 
A GOD. YOU 
WON'T 0E THAT. 
THAT'S WHY 


r ARE YOU READY 
FOR THAT? TO REMAIN 


NO. BUT 
I'M STAYING 
ANYWAY. 


YOU'RE 

NOT 

AFRAID? 


DOES IT 
MATTER? 


r YOU ^ 

SAID THEY'LL W 

COME i I SAID ^ 
ANYWAY, J THEY'LL 
COME 
BECAUSE 
1 Tht y"Rl nco 
^ AFRAID, a 


r FEAR 
CAN BE A 
GOOD 
t THING. 


GOOD. I'M 
COUNTING ON 
. THAT 


r THEN ^ 
THERE'S 
ONLY ONE 
THING TO 
l DO. 


^ THAT WHEN ^ 
THE TIME'S RIGHT 
\ YOU'LL COME 
THROUGH— 

L LITERALLY, a 


r YOU KEEP ^ 
SAYING THAT 
WHAT ARE YOU 
"COUNTING" 
ON? A 


MAKE ^ 
THEM FEAR 
MEJ j 


by 

W REMOVING ^ 
r MYSELF, I'M HOPING 1 
IT'LL DISRUPT THE 
COSMOS FOR A SPLIT 
SECOND, TEMPORARILY I KNEW 
Dl SRU PTT N 6 ALL TH E I R IT WAS 
PLANS. AND IN THAT GOING TO 
BRIEF FLASH, THAT'S BE YOU . 

L WHEN YOU TAKE * IT HAD TO 
^ THIS ALL A BE- a 
OVER. 


r YOU'RE ^ 
THE ONLY ONE 
WORTHY TO 
TEACH THEM THE 
LESSON- a 


EVERYONE 
NEEDS TO 
LEARN THE 
LESSON. 


I DON'T 
UNDER- 
STAND. 


I HAVE 
TO GO 
NOW. 


EVERY 

ONE. 


WHAT? 

TEACH 

WHO--? 



.THEY WON'T BE 

HERE ALONE TO BATTLE | 

FT. LIKE 

\ AFRAID OF 

OTHERS BECAUSE YOUR 1 

: SOME 

^ YOU. 

. ONLY CRIME IS YOU'RE M 

L GOD? 


^ human? m 




GOODBYE 

L JAM£S/ 


WAIT,,, I 

STILL DON'T ™ 
UNDERSTAND, IT 
DOESN'T MAKE ANY 
SENSE, WHAT A 
LESSON? A 


AALLLLL! 


JESUS 

CHRIST/ 


F STOP ^ 
BEING SO 
DRAMATIC 
AND JUST 
TALK TO 
v ME/ j 


f COME > 
ON. 
COME 
BACK 
HERE AND 
TALK TO 
Y ME/ / 


TELL ME 
WHAT YOU 
MEANT. 


GOV VMM 

. m , 

















Present, 



r whoa/ ~ 

WHOA/- EASY 
THERE BUDDY/ 
YOU'LL BE OKAY. 

TAKE A DEEP 
k BREATH . 


LOOKS LEKE 
WE BOTH H AD 
ONE HELL OF 
A NIGHT, J 


r THE 
SIRENS ARE 
GETTING CLOSE, 
THOUGH, WE 
REALLY NEED 
TO GET OUT OF 
k. HERE/ J 


r r 

1 ' t 

Tit 

■ J'-lnk 


/ 7^ 


'll f-i 


/ / 



i ! -TvO- 








r WHAT N 
HAPPENED 
HERE TONIGHT 
PROVED THAT 
v TO ME, j 


Mr it's 

V SOMETHING ^ 
/ I'VE ALREADY BEEN 1 
THINKING ABOUT-- FOR 
AWHILE. WE HAVE TO 
HIDE, I DON'T MEAN 
BECAUSE WE'RE SCARED 
OF ANYTHING, I 
MEAN BECAUSE 
k WERE EASY TARGETS. A 
A, ESPECIALLY 
YOU/ 


x IT'S TIME WE X 
r STARTED TO 'HIDE IN 
PLAIN SIGHT' AND LOOK 
LIKE EVERYONE ELSE-- 
MORE IMPORTANT- -IT'S 
TIME WE WENT 


UN PER-, 

grounpL 




1 HEAR 
THEM. 


r THE FREAK ^ 
AND THE 
OMEGA? WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
v THEM? y 


¥ THEY'RE > 
GONE. I 
TOOK CARE OF 
BOTH OF THEM. 
THEY'RE NOT 
COMING 
V BACK, yf 


rr 


' YOU 
SCARED 
THEM 
AWAY? 




m 


& O XXL TELL YOU 

ABOUT IT LATER, ^ 
LETS GET MOVING - 
BECAUSE THE WORLD'S GET- 
TING MORE DANGEROUS 
BY THE MINUTE. WE HAVE 
TO BE MORE CAREFUL. 

L WE NEED TO MAKE A 
CHANGES, ^ 







f YOU ^ 
DONT DIE 
ON ME, SAM 
YOU HEAR 
V ME? a 


CHANNEL 5, THEY ^ 
WANT HIM ON THEIR 
AFTERNOON SHOW, J 


WHO 

WAS ON THE 
PHONE? 


p AND THEY'LL " 
PAY TWENTY GRAND 
IF HE COMES IN THE 
. NEXT 48 HOURS, . 


r I BELIEVE ^ 
YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING 
THAT BELONGS 
L. TO ME. a 


Detective ‘Twite 


The FREAK 


Everything to be continued 


Mare. 


^ BEGINNING 
r TRANSPORT OF V 
FALLEN OFFICER. 
PREPARE E.R.— VICTIM 
HAS HAD A SEVERE 
HEART ATTACK/ HIS 
VITALS ARE SLIPPING 
RAPIDLY AND HIS 
L LEFT LUNG HAS J 
k. COLLAPSED/ y 


wr ...PLEASE, I BEG 

YOU, LORD, DON’T ABANDON 
f HIM-QR ME -NOW. WE NEED ^ 

YOU MORE THAN EVER TO HELP GUIDE 
US THROUGH THIS WICKEDNESS. HELP 
JIM FIND HIS WAY TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
THOUGH HIS ACTIONS SHOW YOU HOW 
VERY LOST HE IS, BUT WITH YOUR 
PATIENCE, I PROMISE YOU-- WITH 
L EVERY FIBER OF MY BEING- - 
HE'LL SOON SERVE YOUR aM 
GLORY... 

















image 


DIGITAL 

EDITION 
















AND 
WE'RE 
LIVE 
IN- , 


NO NEED TO BE 
r NERVOUS- -LOTS OF 1 
MY GUESTS FEEL THE SAME 
WAY. JUST BE YOURSELF. 
TAKE WHATEVER TIME YOU 
NEED TO ANSWER THE 
QUESTIONS, AND REMEM- 

V BER- -WE'RE TALKING y 

V ABOUT YOU, 


SO YOU'RE 
THE EXPERT 
HEREr NOT 
ME. 


YOU 

READY 

FOR 

THIS? 


r I GUESS X 
SO. I JUST-' 
1 DONT 
KNOW IF I LL 
BE GOOD, 

. THOUGH. ^ 


r THANKS. 
THAT HELPS 
v A LOT. . 


f YOU XL ^ 
BE FINE. I'LL 
TRY AND 
MAKE THIS 
l FUN. A 


THREE 


GOOD MORNING, EVERYONE, 
y THANKS FOR JOINING ME HERE ON THIS X 
r RATHER CHILLY THURSDAY MORNING. TODAY'S ' 
SHOW PROMISES TO BE ONE OF OUR MORE 
INTERESTING ONES, MYSTERY, TRAGEDY, HOPE AND A 
LITTLE OF THE SUPERNATURAL ARE ALL INVOLVED 
L IN THIS STORY, AND WITH A BIT OF LUCK" a 
k TODAY'S SHOW WILL ALSO HAVE A TOUCH 
OF THE 'MIRACULOUS/ 


I'M SURE SOME OF YOU Xt 
MAY HAVE ALREADY READ OR X 
r HEARD ABOUT OUR NEXT GUEST. HE'S ~ 
BEEN AT THE CENTER OF SOME RATHER 
SPECTACULAR SITUATIONS' FIRST, WITH HIS 
CONNECTION TO OVER A DOZEN HOSPITAL 
PATIENTS, WHO WERE SOMEHOW CURED 
OF ALL THEIR ALIMENTS. THEN SECONDLY, 
K HE WAS MYSTERIOUSLY ATTACKED y 
BY AN UNIDENTIFIED / 

SUPER'VILLI AN. _ Xi 


r SO WITHOUT > 
ANY FURTHER 
ADO" 

PLEASE WELCOME 
MR. JIM 

L. DOWNING' A 


W GOOD X 
r MORNING, 
JIM. THANKS FOR 
t COMING HERE . 
V TODAY, A 


KARLENE PHILLIPS 


> MY X 
PLEASURE, 
THANKS FOR 
HAVING . 
V ME, J 


W RIGHT, THEY ^ 
' SAY MY RECORDS 
WERE LOST IN 
THEIR COMPUTER 
SYSTEM, AND WHAT- 
EVER PAPER FILES 
t THEY HAD BURNT 
N IN THE FIRE. A 


SO LET'S GET X. 
r RIGHT TO IT. THOUGH ~ 
YOU HAVE A NAME "YOU 
SAID THAT SEEMS TO BE THE 
ONLY INFORMATION YOU 
l ACTUALLY KNOW ABOUT y 
YOURSELF, < 


YOU WOKE FROM X 
r A COMA FIVE WEEKS N 
AGO AND NO ONE--NOT 
EVEN YOUR DOCTORS" 
SEEM TO KNOW WHERE YOU 
k CAME FROM. TELL US y 
ABOUT THAT, 


JIM DOWNING 










I T WHAT'S 

V that l 
F MAKE YOU 1 
THEN? A HERO? 

SAVIOR? THE 
SECOND 
COMING? 
REPORTERS ARE 
CALLING YOU , 

V AU OF / 
W THESE. A 


r I'M SURE ^ 
MORE THAN A 
FEW YOUNG LADIES 
IN THE AUDIENCE 
l WILL AGREE WITH A 
Ltv THAT. A 


YES. FROM THERE 
r I WAS MOVED TO A COUPLE ^ 
DIFFERENT HOSPITALS AND 
STAYED IN A COUPLE DIFFERENT 
ROOMS' -UNTIL THEY A 
RELEASED ME. 


r THAT'S ^ 
WHAT I’VE 
BEEN TOLD. 
THOUGH I 
HAD NO 
IDEA AT THE 
l TIME, v 


r YOU'RE Y 
SPEAKING 
OF THE ST. 
ANTHONY'S 
HOSPITAL 
L FIRE*? y 


r ANDHE‘5 ^ 
HUMBLE, TOO. 
LADIES, ARE YOU 
. LISTENING? j 


AND ITS THE 

r PATIENTS IN THOSE ~ 
VERY SAME ROOMS YOU 
STAYED IN THAT WERE- AND 
I QUOTE- "INEXPLICABLY 
. CURED, " ACCORDING TO , 
k. VARIOUS DOCTORS. A 


CAWT 

OQM*tE\T 

OT 


l- A FEW HAVE S 
EVEN GONE SO 
FAR AS TO CALL 
YOU THE NEXT HOT 
k. Sex symbol.' j 


Issue 137- 
Ttidd 


ON A MORE SERIOUS 
NOTE --WALK US THROUGH 
YOUR 'AWAKENING.' 


r WHEN 1 ^ 

CAME OUT OF IT, 
THE DOCTORS 
PAN A BATTERY 
v OF TESTS... J 


^ ,,. AND I WAS BASICALLY ^ 
TOLD THEY COULDN'T FIND ANY 
THING WRONG WITH ME. _ 


r BELIEVE VIE, 
I'VE ASKED THE 
SAME 

^ QUESTIONS, j 


^ AND NONE ^ 
OF THEM. HAS 1HE 
SLIGHTEST CLUE WHY 
YOU'RE SO FIT OR 
V WHO YOU ARE? A 


r DO YOU KNOW 1 
WHY NONE OF YOUR 
DOCTORS ARE WILLING 
TO GO ON THE RECORO 
^ WITH A COMMENT? j 


I WAS A PATIENT xl 
~ AT ST. ANTHONY'S. 1 
BEEN IN A COMA THERE 
SO LONG THE STAFF 
DIDN'T KNOW WHEN I D 
ARRIVED, I'D BEEN THERE 
l LONGER THAN ANY ^ 
^ OF THEM. ^ 


DON'T. 


OUR MISSION IS TO 
w FIND SOMEONE OUT IN AMERICA 
WHO HAS MET YOU BEFORE OR HAS 
SOME INFO THAT WILL LEAD YOU TO 
FINDING YOUR IDENTITY. Wl LL BL 
V KEEPING THE NUMBER UP FOR j 
MOST OF THE SHOW. ^ 


^ WELL, ^ 
WE'RE HERE 
.TO HELP. A 

vT can 

— { GET THAT 

■ NUMBER 

■ UP ON 
^SCREEN?. 


THAT'S 
IT. THANK 
t YOU, , 


YOU THIS 
GUY'S 
MANAGER? 


' IN THE MEANTIME, 
WHAT DO YOU RECALL 
. OF YOUR PAST? 


r uh--YEAH. ^ 
SORT OF. 
MARC- NICE TO 
X MEET YOU. j 


THAT'S THE WEIRD > 
PART. THE NORMAL THINGS 
LIKE GETTING DRESSED --USING 
ELECTRON ICS- -DAILY ACTIVITIES. 

NONE OF THOSE MEMORIES 
V SEEM TO BE LOST. 


LIKE- 

WISE 


^ BUT ALL ' 
MY PERSONAL 
ONES ARE. . 


I DON'T KNOW IF 
I'M MARRIED, HAVE KIDS. 
SIB LINGS, PARENTS WHO ARE 
ALIVE. I CAN'T PULL ANY 
IMAGES OF WHERE I MIGHT'VE 
LIVED- NOTHING, 


YOUR GUY'S ^ 
A REAL NATURAL. 
VERY SYMPATHETIC. 
THAT'S GOOD, IT'LL 
MAKE THE ENDING 
THAT MUCH , 
BETTER, A 


F DON'T KNOW ^ 
MY CORRECT AGE 
--OR IF JIM 
DOWNING IS EVEN 
. MV REAL NAME. . 


^ YOU KNOW-- BIG ™ 
CLIMAX. MEMORABLE 
FINISH. THE KIND OF 
THINGS ADVERTISERS EAT 
UP. IT'LL BE GREAT. J 


BLUER 

HOW? 


T LET ME ^ 
TOUCH UPON 
ANOTHER PIECE 
OF THIS PUZZLE, 
JIM... A 


r IT S LIKE ' 
SOMEONE 
SLICED AWAY 
A PIECE OF 
. MY BRAIN. > 


^ ESPECIALLY WHEN ^ 
SOMEONE CALLS AND LETS 
EVERYONE KNOW WHO THIS 
^ "JOHN DOE" IS. 


Have you seen this man before? Please help us by calling 


THE 

KARLEN E PHILLIPS 

SHOW 


If you have any information on this r 

















..THOUGH 

f EVERY CAMERA AND ^ 
CELL PHONE AT THE 
SITE SEEMS TO HAVE 
MALFUNCTIONED AT THE 
EXACT SAME TIME. SO 
THERE'S NO VISUAL 
RECORD OF THAT, 
t WOULD YOU CARE TO / 
"-'v COMMENT? J* 


r ONE THING I'VE ^ 
LEARNED THE PAST FEW 
DAYS IS THAT THE MEDIA 
TENDS TO OVERSTATE 
MANY THINGS. V 


f ... EYE- ^ 
WITNESSES 
ALSO SAID 
YOU 

FLEW AWAY 
AS THE 
BUILDING 
COLLAPSED 
LAST 

L WEEN-. J 


F Wl 
FROM 

IF. 


r SO YOU'RE X 
NOT A SUPER 
HERO, LIKE THE FEW 
THAT HAVE VISITED 
X THIS CITY? ^ 


r BUT YOUR ^ 
HEALING 
POWER-- WHERE 
DOES THAT 
l COME FROM? j 


TO BE 
HONEST- 


HOW 
DOES IT 
WORN? 


IT'S ALL 
BEEN BY 
ACCIDENT. 


I WASN'T DOING IT V 

WILLINGLY— OR FOR SOME HEROIC ^ 
CAUSE . I JUST STAYED IN THE SAME X 
ROOM WITH OTHER SICK PEOPLE. A FEW 
OTHERS 1 MAY HAVE ACCIDENTALLY TOUCHED, 
BUT AT NO TIME DID 1 DO IT PURPOSEFULLY. 
SO - IF THEY WANT TO THROW AROUND THE 
'HERO' LAB EL- -TELL THEM TO SAVE IT 
l FOR OUR POLICE, FIREMEN AND SOLDIERS j 
^ FIGHTING OVERSEAS. THEY HELP SAVE 
PEOPLE EVERYDAY. 


^ YOU'RE BEING X 
r MUCH TOO MODEST, ^ 
YOU GAVE A SECOND CHANCE 
TO THOSE THAT MIGHT NOT 
OTHERWISE HAVE HAD IT. YOU 
CHANGED THEIR LIVES "AND 
THEIR LOVED ONES FOR THE 
BETTER. SOME WOULD LIKE US 
v TO ATTEMPT TO RETURN y 
^ THAT FAVOR... 


X BEFORE X 
WE BREAK FOR 
COMMERCIAL, GIVE 
US ONE WORD TO 
DESCRIBE YOUR 
.CURRENT PRIVATE 
LIFE, ^ 


I'VE DONE > 
NOTHING TO 
DESERVE THAT 
t LABEL, j 


AND SO I'D LIKE X 
r TO ONCE AGAIN ASK 
MY VIEWING AUDIENCE 
FOR THEIR HELP. IF YOU 
HAVE SEEN THIS MAN 
BEFORE PLEASE CALL 
. THE NUMBER ON 
V YOUR SCREEN. 


ONE 

WORD? 


Have you seen this man before? Please help us by calling 


THE 

KARLENE PHILLIPS 

SHOW 


:f you have any information on this matter 


AND 

WE'RE 

CLEAR. 





\ 

i 



_ 





^ i 

M\ 



l ABOL" . J 


: ^ -■ -<ir. i 





| ™ JIM DOWNING 



ri tn i .IH 

DHCTi 

— ^ • • /as 

r*¥l f M HUr J--* l-UT lH Pita Mil Uj •jftP.J 

1-800-jQhn Doe ■— t.-- 

1 



BUI 1 






W A/| ARCS ^ 
r GOING TO ' 
KILL ME WHEN 
HE FINDS OUT I 
SNUCK OUT 
L WITHOUT i 
HIM. A 


FINALLY 


WOW. f 

SERIOUSLY? 


uhh-- 

YEAH? 


r fT BUT 1 

CAN BET LET ME 1 
TOUGH ASK YOU” 
AT THIS YOU LOOK 
TIME OF FAMILIAR-" 
DAY ON WHY IS 
SIDE k7HAT„,?J 
STR = ET5./ v ^ 


^ JV4/J7 DON'T TELL ^ 
ME.,.' YOU'RE THAT GUY, 
RIGHT? THE ONE FROM 
THE NEWSPAPERS AND 
^ TV REPORTS' j 


r you ^ 

r NEED 
DIRECTIONS 
OR SOME- 
THING? 

I NOTICED 
YOU'VE BEEN 
STANDING 
L THERE j 
L AWHILE. A 


NO. 1 

JUST- 

CANT 

SEEM 

TO 

FIND A 
CAB. , 


^ YOU, LIKE- T 
YOU HEAL 
PEOPLE --THAT'S 
WHAT I READ, 
k ISN'T IT?/ J 


r LOOK-- WHY DON'T ^ 
YOU HOP IN. Hi GIVE YOU 
A RIDE TO WHEREVER 
^ YOU'RE HEADED. 


THAT'S FINE 

I'M... 


OKAY. 

THANKS 


^ CMONf IT'S ~ 
NO PROBLEM. YOU'LL 
FREEZE YOUR ASS OFF 
^ OUT HERE, ^ 


»VA 




1 








^ TAXI ^ 




Three hems earner, 6:45 a,m. 

f ’ 

jd 



































SO WHERE WE GOING? 


SEVENTH AND FORTY- 
THIRD, I THINK. 


GOT IT. WHAT'' RE YOU 
DOING THERE? 


JUST SOME 
INTERVIEW, 


YEAH— WITH WHO? 


ITS A MORNING SHOW, 
THE LADY'S NAME IS-UH 
KARLENE SOMETHING, 


K ARLENE PHILLIPS ?! 


THAT S IT. 


On / BEFORE 

1 FORGET- -THAT WAS PRETTY 
r CLASSY WHAT YOU DID THE OTHER 1 
DAY. COMING IN ON YOUR OWN TO 
ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT THAT 
VILLAIN'S ATTACK* I HEARD THEY LOST 
TRACK OF YOU AFTER THE BUILDING 
L COLLAPSED. THEY SAID YOU CAME A 
IN BEFORE WE WENT LOOKING 
FOR YOU. 


NICE.' SHE'S ^ 
r A PRETTY BIG DEAL 
AROUND HERE. DOESN'T 
TALK TO JUST ANYONE. 
SO YOU'RE BECOMING 
. QUITE A ’BIG SHOT/ I 
^ GUESS, 


^ NOT A LOT OF GUYS ^ 
WOULD DO THAT WHICH MAKES 
t YOU OKAY IN MY BOOK. ^ 


YOU WORK AT THAT PRECINCT? 


NAH,' BUT WE HEAR 
r THE STUFF THAT MATTERS, 

AND DON'T WORRY I'M SURE THE 
FEDS WILL FIGURE OUT WHY THAT 
PSYCHO ATTACKED YOU. YOU THINK 
. MAYBE IT HAD SOMETHING TO DO 
WITH YOUR POWERS? 


MY WHAT...? 


YOUR POWERS- -OR 
WHATEVER YOU CALL THEM-- 
THE THING THAT MAKES YOU HEAL 
ALL THOSE SICK FOLKS. THE GUY'S 
PROBABLY JEALOUS OF YOU, 
HELLUVA WAY TO SHOW IT DON'T 
YOU THINK? NOT THAT I'M MAKING 
LIGHT OF IT MIND YOU, 


IT'S 

OKAY. 


DO 

WHAT? 


^ SO N 
HOW DO 
YOU DO 
V IT? J 


HEAL THEM . THOSE ^ 

w OLD FOLKS' PAPER SAYS THEY'RE IN > 
NEAR PERFECT CONDITION WHEN YOU'RE 
DONE WITH THEM. THAT- IT KINDA MAKES 
YOU LIKE GOD , DOESN'T IT-- IF YOU 
CAN DO THAT? THAT'S GOT TO BE 4 

FREAKY NO? — 


IT'S— COMPLICATED 


I BET! MAKES YOU 
A BIT OF A MARKED 
MAN TOO, RIGHT? 


NOT REALLY 


DON'T gtfM&Hlf ME! 

r A GUY UKE YOU COMES ^ 
ALONG-- SOMEONE. IN THIS CITY'S 
GOING TO PAY ATTENTION. AND 
I'M NOT TALKING ABOUT THE 
l GOOD GUYS, SO-ANYONE a 
MESSING WITH YOU? 


I'M FINE 
REALLY 





Wf / 

-/Jr ‘ ' - - -r-* 


M .. 

‘m ■ ■ 

f// 









MAKE YOU A DEAL— JUST HEAR 
r ME OUT' YOU GIVE ME THE NAME OF ' 
THOSE HASSLING YOU"I CAN LOOK 'EM 
UR THEY GOT A RAP SHEET, THEN WE DIVE 
IN A LITTLE DEEPER, THEY DON'T HAVE A 
RECORD, THEN THAT'S THAT. YOU CAN 
^ DEAL WITH YOUR OWN SQUABBLES, A 
W HOW'S THAT? 

W j su 

I / f YEAH. 1 'Jmf 

I Hk GUESS. 

f WHO'S 
L THE 

Lperp? 


THERE'S A 
HOLTZ MAN- 
HIS FIRST 
. NAME'S- > 


YOU 

KNOW 

HIM? 


f YEAH/ AND ^ 
SO DOES EVERY 
PRECINCT IN THE 
CITY/ GOT A RAP 
SHEET STRETCHING 
, TO NEW JERSEY! j 


HUH?/" “ THINK C**"^*! 
y H\S FIRSTA SO, J JESUS > 
NAME, IS IT 'w'H./ THAT 
FRANKIE? j ^^ SCUMBAG 

PIECE OF 
^ SHIT 1 a 


HOLD 
TIGHT/ I'M 
GOING TO 
DO YOU A 
FAVOR, . 


FRANKIE? 


r JUST HAPPEN > 
TO BE IN FRANKIE'S 
NEIGHBORHOOD. 
I'M GOING TO PAY 
HIM A LITTLE VISIT 
V FOR YOU, ^ 


r ASK HIM ^ 
WHY HE 
HASSLED YOU 
WEDNESDAY. J 


r SIT ~ 

TIGHT, I'LL 
BE RIGHT 
w BACK, a 


’ ‘ Y ■ A 




HOW'D HE 
k!YOW IT WAS 
WEDNESDAY? 


CLEANING 
UP YOUR 
MESS, 


^ YEAH. ^ 
^^^^SURE-OFl 
r $HtJT OPf \ COURSE W 
JUST SHUT \ I'VE M 
THE F f+ K UP! [GOT llA 
YOU GOT THE Hfr ^7 
k CASE? Jm BUT THEY' 
r^T- ff / SAID PICK 

Ifni: . r . I Lo u p wasn't 

■3 r YlFp- GOING TO 
I pjferfl BE FOR 

I Z/tS :], Li ANOTHER 

I f Vi fin SIX 

L /rJ , I llllW HOURS, a 


r I DON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT 
YOU'RE 
TALK//VG 
ABOUT ! 1 
l DIDN'T,,. , 


HE'S GOT T 
YOUR NAME, 
FRANKIE, 
MOW'D THAT 
k. HAPPEN? A 


WHO IS IT? 


OPEN 
THE DOOR 
FRANKIE. 


r WHAT ^ 
THE HELL 
YOU DOING 
l HERE?/ a 


SCHEDULE'S 

BEEN 

MOVED UP, 
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W YOU THINK EVERYONE 
r CAN JUST STOP WHAT THEY'RE 
DOING AND REWORK THINGS 
JUST BECAUSE YOU GUYS CAN'T 
GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER.- 1 IT'S 
RtOICtjLOUSf AND I'M NOT THE . 
^ONLY ONE SAYING THAT. A 


I DJD ,MY PART 
SO I WANT 
. MY CASH, j 


F YOU KNOW HOW ^ 
HARD IT WAS TO GET 
THAT CASE? HOW 1 
■MANY SAVORS I HAD 
TO CALL-IN? AND THAT 
WAS JUST TO BE ABIE 
TO MOVE IT ACROSS 
TOWN. NO ONE EVEN 

L KNOWS WHAT THE i 
. HELL IS IN IT/ M 


DID YOU 
BRING THE 
CASH? , 


r DON'T T 
WORRY— I'M 
SURE YOU'LL 
GET WHAT'S 
COWIN' TO 
L YOU-- * 


NO ONE 
TOLD ME 


T you guys ^ 
r ALWAYS 

DO THIS! FIRST 
YOU WANT ONE 
THING, THEN 
ITS ANOTHER! 
CHRIST/ MAKE 
l UP YOUR j 
k MINDS. A 


WHAT...?!! 

THOSE 

ASSHOLES! 


DONT KNOW ^ 
WHAT TO TELL YOU 
w ABOUT THAT. ^ 


Wr they SAID ^ 
r I'D HAVE MY MONEY 
TODAY! ALL OF IT! 
THAT'S IT— I'M TALKIN 
TO YOUR BOSS. THIS 
t CANT GO ON LIKE 
THIS- -A 


r I'M JUST 
HERE FOR THE 
t PICK UP, 
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r MOW'D! 
YOU 

KNOW HE 
ATTACKED 
ME 

WEDNES- 
t DAY? A 


f AWW.» 1 
THERE 
YOU ARE, 
JIMMY- 
RIGHT ON 
CUE' OR 
SHOULD 
I CALL 
L YOU... A 


PATIENT 

47. 


r JESUS.' DON'T { 
LOOK SO SHOCKED,' 
LIKE I SAID- -SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU DOES NT <50 
^ UNNOTICED- 


r io u iAAve > 

NO W€A 
l AOW VJZtP TM 
(SrriNOOF 
ALLTUff? 

V ^ULL^UfT. > 


^ NOW ^ 
MOVE AWAY 
PROM THAT 
v CA&E. > 


HE ONCE 
WAS. A 
LONG TIME 
AGO. „ 


YOU’RE 

NOT- 

UUMAN. 


THOUGH, 
THAT'S NOT 
IMPORTANT 
l NOW. a 


* IT'S NOT 
LIKE I'VE 
NEVER 
SEEN A 
HERS PAWN 
t BEFORE. 


YOU AND ^ 
I--WE AIN'T SO 
SPECIAL. . 


\ K.‘ • v 

f 







HOW WILL ^ 
YOU BE ABLE TO 
TELL WHO'S 
FRIEND OR FOE 
DURING YOUR 
. BATTLES? 


r what is 
IMPORTANT, 1 
MR. DOWNING, IS 
THAT YOU LISTEN 
VERY CAREFULLY 
TO WHAT FM 
ABOUT TO TELL, 

L YOU A 


BECAUSE THEY 
TEACH FAIRLY BLACK 
f AND WHITE IDEOLOGY IN THIS 1 
COUNTRY-- MOST HUMANS TEND 
TO THINK Of THIS BATTLE AS 
CONTAINING JUST TWO PARTS. GOOD 
VERSUS EVIL. HEAVEN AND HELL. WHAT 
THEY REFUSE TO ACCEPT IS THAT EACH 
OF THOSE HAS SPLINTERED INTO A 
k THOUSAND FACTIONS, A 
^ E ACH WITH ITS OWN A 
AGENDA. — ^ 


f SADLY ^ 
IT DOESN'T 1 
MATTER. 
BECAUSE 
EVERYTHING 
THAT EVERY 
HUMAN 
DOES IS 
CONTROLLED 
BY THEIR 
OWN 

. PERSONAL j 
k ID. A 


\W^ BY NOW YOU 
Y MUST BE AWARE— ^ 
r ON SOME LEVEL— 
THAT THERE ARE 
FORCES AT WORK ALL 
AROUND YOU. EACH 
ONE OF THEM INTENT 
ON DOMINATING 
everything and EVERY 
ONE THEY TOUCH. THE 
HARDEST PART IS 
TRYING TO DISTINGUISH 
k ONE SIDE FROM A 
|k THE OTHER. A 


IN FACT ITS NOW 
BECOME IMPOSSIBLE TO ^ 
TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
WHO IS WHO. THERE ARE DEMONS 
FIGHTING TO STOP EVIL AND THERE 
ARE ANGELS BENT ON CONQUERING 
^ EVEN GOD HIMSELF. A 


r THEY 

DELUDE ^ 
i HEM SELVES, 
THINKING SOME 
GREATER FORCE 
IS GUIDING THEM 
BUT ITS MERELY 
THEIR OWN 
SUBCONSGOUS. 

THEIR OWN 
k INNER A 
k NEEDS, At 


Mr T HAT ^ 
IT HOLDS 'RJE 
m TOR YOU. 

-OOj 

INSIDE 

THIS CASE IS ^ 
EVERYTHING YOU ■ 
NEED TO KNOW ■ 
ABOUT YOUR A 
^ PAST UF6,,, 


HA/VP tr 

OVER, 


QUIET! I'M 
NOT 

. THROUGH/ 


Y I INTEND ^ 
TO CONTROL 

YOU, YOU AND 
YOUR POWERS, 
BECAUSE 
TOGETHER WE 
CAN DEFEAT 
THOSE WHO 
MADE US WHAT 
WE'VE BECOME 

V TODAY. A 


LET ME 
TELL YOU 
WHAT I 
. WANT/ . 


MOJSTTR&. 


WE'VE 

BECOME 

MONSTERS, 
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■r As 

f LONG AS THE 1 
r INFORMATION- 1 
CONTAINED 
WITHIN THIS 
CASE--REMAINS IN 
MY POSSESSION, 
YOU WILL BE MINE 
TO COMMAND. 
AND THE FIRST 
THING 1 NEED 
i TO DO IS i 
k STRENGTHEN A 
^ YOU, « 


r WELCOME, 
MR. DOWNING, 
TO A LIFE OF 
L SERVITUDE. , 


r HMMM.,, 1 
X THINK 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
IN MY 

k eve. A 


r HE'S GONE, 
MELTED INTO 
THE SHADOWS 
YOU'LL LEARN 
l THAT TOO, . 
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r YOU'RE ^ 
DOING 
AWESOME , 
JIM. 1 KEEP IT 
t UP.' j 


V MARC- X 
WHAT THE 
HELL WAS SHE 
TALKING 
ABOUT JUST 
X NOW? A 


< THE PRODUCER SAID ^ 
SHE CAN BE A BIT DIFFICULT AT 
TIMES. JUST GO WITH THE FLOW. 

LET HER DO HER THING. SO 
fe. HOW "RE YOU FEELING? ^ 


^ I'LL TRY. ^ 
WHAT ABOUT 
YOU? YOU 
LOOK LIKE 
L, CRAP. 


DIDN'T 
SLEEP MUCH 
LAST NIGHT. 


r PLUS I'VE ^ 
GOT THIS 
KILLER HEAD- 
ACHE. ITS 
SCREWING UP 
l MY VISION, j 


DIDN'T ^ 
f HELP THAT YOU ^ 
ABOUT GAVE ME A 
HEART ATTACK THIS 
MORNING. YOU 
JUST ABOUT 
MESSED THE SHOW/ 
WHY WERE YOU 
k SO LATE A 
^ ANYWAY? 


I TOLD YOU, 
I RAN INTO 
SOMEONE. 


HOW? YOU 
DON'T KNOW 
ANYONE' 


r NOW RELAX. ^ 
AND DON T LET HER 
. AMBUSH YOU. . 


A NEVER ^ 
MIND. WE'LL 
TALK ABOUT 
, IT LATER , > 


I DON’T 
KNOW IF 
THIS WAS 
SUCH A 
GREAT 
k IDEA, a 


THOUGHT-- V 
THAT SOME- 
ONE WOULD 
CALL IN. THAT 
I'D GET ONE 
ANSWER j 
X TODAY. A 


f YOU'RE X 
THE ONE THAT 
SAID YOU 
DIDN'T WANT 
TO STAY AT MY 
APARTMENT 
V TOO LONG, J 


r you \ 

TOLD ME 
YOU NEEDED 
THE MONEY. 
THIS IS HOW 
l WE GET IT. a 


” I'M SORRY, ^ 
JIM. REALLY. 
THERE'S STILL A FEW 
MINUTES LEFT IN 
THE SHOW. SO 
V WHO KNOWS? J, 


HANG IN 
THERE. 


r I THINK 1 
YOU'RE REALLY 
CHOKING 
PEOPLE UP 
OUT THERE. 
KEEP IT UP. 
THIS IS GOING 
v GREAT. J 


V DO YOU X 
NEED SOMEONE 

TO GET YOU 
SOMETHING? A 
DRINK? SOME 
FOOD? THIS IS A 
SIX MINUTE BREAK 

V WE HAVE* > 


r Miss ^ 

PHILLIPS. WE'VE 
GOT NOTHING 
SO FAR. NOT A 
SINGLE PHONE 
w CALL. / 


r HOW'S THAT 1 
POSSIBLE, THAT 
NO ONE IN 
AMERICA HAS 
EVER SEEN THIS 
. MAN? EVER? j 


THERE'S MOW^ 
FAMILY,..? NO 
y- FRIENDS? 


^ NO CO -WORKERS,,* x. 

NOTHING?/ HOW THE 
HELL AM I SUPPOSE TO GET 
MY RATINGS? CHECK THE 
L. PHONES AGAIN/ 


NO, THANKS. I'M OKAY 


^ SORRY ABOUT X 
THE OUTBURST. 
WE'LL JUST HAVE TO 
v. GO TO PLAN 'BL ^ 















r WELCOME ^ 
BACK TO OUR 
FINAL 

. SEGMENT. 


^ IT'S BEEN A 
\Y PLEASURE HAVING = 
YOU TODAY, JIM, WE'RE \ 
SORRY NONE OF THE 
PHONE LINES RANG. WHAT 
WAS MEANT TO BE A SHOW 
THAT WOULD GIVE US ALL 
SOME ANSWERS ABOUT YOUR 
PAST HAS INSTEAD TURNED 
INTO AN EVEN BIGGER 
V MYSTERY. NOT ONE CALL / 
\has COME IN ACROSS 
fU THE NATION, jf L 


|| Jl..., ,rj- W “l 

1 fl 0 - J o h n Doe 


r THEY'VE ^ 

desperately been 
WAITING FOR A 
MIRACLE OF THEIR 
OWN FOR FIFTEEN 
^ YEARS. ^ 


■ YOU SEE, ALEX WAS 

X BORN WITH A DISEASE SO 
/ RARE THAT MEDICAL BOOKS HAVE 1 
^ NO FORMAL RECORD OF ITS EXISTENCE. 

THE CLOSEST THING THEY COULD 
COMPARE IT TO WAS AMYOTROPHIC 
LATERAL SCLEROSIS, OTHERWISE KNOWN 
AS A.LS, OR LOU GEHRIG'S DISEASE. BUT 
IN ALEX'S CASE, THE DISEASE DIDN'T 
, EMERGE UNTIL LATER IN HIS LIFE TO ROB 
k HIM OF HIS MOTOR SKILLS- j 
ALEX'S DISEASE WAS FULLY A 
DEVELOPED AT BIRTH. 


HE HAS BEEN . 

: W^ UNABLE TO SPEAK OR 
W MOVE SINCE HIS FIRST DAY, ^ 
r THE WHITEHURST FAMILY 1 

STAGED A VALIANT EFFORT TO 
COMBAT THIS TERRIBLY UNIQUE CASE 
THEIR DOCTORS ABANDONED 
ANY HOPE LONG AGO, NOW, 

L JE ANN A, FIVE YEARS DIVORCED, A 
^ TRIES TIRELESSLY TO GIVE A 

SOMB MEANING TO HER ^ 
SON'S LIFE. 




Hm yu. w! .* it ErcbpitfP iiw „*□ Erf ui 

1'BDO-John Do 

STv 


SADLY, 
WE'LL HAVE TO 
LEAVE YOU AS 
YOU CAME, A 
HERO WITH NO 
PAST. 


pp 3 ^"i 


STILL- -YOU 
HAVE YOUR 
'GIFT.' 

"AND I'M SURE 
YOU WONT MIND 
SHARING A 
MOMENT OF THAT 
WITH OUR NEXT 
TWO GUESTS. 



W I'D LIKE YOU ™ 

W TO MEET JEANNA ^ 


W WHITzHLRSTVWD HER M 
■ FIFTEEN YEAR OLD SON. ■ 


i ALEX, THEY CAME ALL 9 


1 THE: WAY -ROM M 

ll l/'fl 

UJB 

\ BENTCWILLF... A 

^ ARKANSAS. A 
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r TELL US/ ^ 
JEANNA, ]F 1 
YOU COULD, 
WHY YOU 
DECIDED TO 
MAKE SUCH 
AN ARDUOUS 
TRIP HERE j 
k TODAY? J 


! rWk%s WE V 

_ — ONLY 1 

HAVE 
A FEW 

r ALRIGHT. ^MINUTES LEFT. 
AND --PLEASE \ SO PLEASE r 
FORGIVE MY \ BRIEFLY TELL 
NERVOUSNESS, 1 US WHY j 
IF YOU WILL" L YOU'RE A 
I'M NOT USED ^ HERE. ^ 
TO THINGS LIKE/ ^ r -^ 
THIS BACK / \ ^ 

V HOME. S vy 


VVELLr AS YOU'VE 

X ALREADY MENTIONED, MY BOY ^1 
r HERE CANT MOVE OR TALK, NEVER 
HAS. DOCTORS SAY HE NEVER WILL. 
OTHER THAN GIVING HIM SOME INTRA- 
VENOUS FLUIDS DURING THE DAY, THEY DON'T 
V DO MUCH WITH HIM ANYMORE, A 
^ THEY SAY IT'S HOPELESS. ^ \ 


' WE LCO M E, 

JEANNA. 

THANKS FOR W ^ 
MAKING THE JTHANKS 
TRIP TO NEW / FOR 
.yorkcityV ASKING 
^ -^1 US, MISS 

^ •■Y'" PHILLIPS. 

IT'S AN 
^HONOR. 


1 DON'T BELIEVE THAT/ 


MY BOY IF YOU LOOK 
f IN HIS EYES-- HE'S ALIVE. 1 
VERY MUCH SO. SO, I'VE BEEN 
TEACHING HIM MATH AND READING 
SCIENCE. ALL HIS SCHOOL SUB- 
JECTS, HOPING ONE DAY BY THE 
GRACE OF GOD "HE'LL RELEASE 
Y MY SON FROM THIS TERRIBLE, A 
^ HAUNTING DISEASE. ^ 


ON TOP ^1 
f OF THAT— I'M 1 
DESPERATE. THAT'S 1 
THE BEST I CAN SAY 
IT. I'M BROKE. SPENT 
ALL MY MONEY ON 
DOCTORS, NOW I 
CAN BARELY PAY 
V TO KEEP THE HEAT J 
? ON FOR ALEX. 


A YOU CANT 
r IMAGINE \ 
WHAT THAT 
DOES TO YOU. 
KNOWING YOU 
CAN'T HELP YOUR 
CHILD, KNOWING 
THAT YOU'VE 
FAILED HIM, 
t FAILED YOUR i 
k MARRIAGE, A 


■ MY SON 

DOESN'T EVEN 

r have--; cough:-" ^ 

I'M SORRY. HE DOESN'T 
HAVE A FRIEND. THIS 
LITTLE BOY HAS SPENT HIS 
ENTIRE EXISTENCE WITH- 
OUT A SINGLE FRIEND IN 
HIS LIFE. DO YOU KNOW 
HOW PAINFUL THAT IS 
L TO ACCEPT? THAT I'M A 
H THE ONLY ONE IN M 
HIS LIFE...? ^ 


SO WHY ^ 
f AM I HERE? I'M ^ 
r HERE ON THE SLIM 
HOPE THAT THIS 
MAN--WHOM I'VE 
NEVER MET" WHO 
ALREADY HAS MORE 
PROBLEMS THAN HE 
WOULD EVER WANT- 
MIGHT SOMEHOW' 
HELP RESTORE 
L THE FAITH I'VE J 
LOST IN GOD. 


V LIKE YOU, ^ 
MR. DOWNING, 
WE RE LOST TOO 
WITH NO ONE 
GIVING US ANY 
ANSWERS, 
EITHER. * 


-r BUT I'M ^ 
f NOT GOING TO 1 
BE AROUND FOR- 
EVER. IN FACT, THE 
DOCTORS HAVE 
SAID MY LIVER 
L HAS BEGUN TO A 
^ FAIL ME, A 


PLEASE 
SHARE IT 
WITH 
HIM... 


YOUR 

KIND- 

NESS. 
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1 THAT'S 1 

ALLYOU 

l GOT? j 


your \ 

WANT Wte NAME 
ANt7 WHERE UE 
V UVtbl ^ 


WHAT 
WA£ tN 


W HE DOESN'T ^ 
LIVE/ DON'T YOU 
GET THAT? NONE 
OF US DO! AND HE 
WASN'T HERE FOR 
YOU. HE CAME FOR 
THE CASE. a4 


r DIDN'T YOU ^ 
HEAR HIM?/ 
YOUR UW" 
EVERYTHING 
ABOUT YOU-IS 
IN THERE/ a 


BUT YOU AREN'T ^ 
READY TO HAVE 
THOSE ANSWERS. 
YOU'RE NOT STRONG 
ENOUGH YET/ THAT'S 
WHY THE MASTER 
TOOK IT. YOU'RE NOT 
L. PREPARED YET/ A 


SO STOP 
THINKING 
YOU CAN 
HURT 
US/ 


Hlf> > 
NAME. 

I WANT A 
. NAME. , 









THE BOSS— 
HE KNOWS 
EVERYTHING.' 

ABOUT 

EVERYONE' 


EXCEPT w* 

YOU' YOU'RE N 
DIFFERENT 
/ FROM THE 
I REST OF US. 
. SO THE CASE- 

ft THEY SAID IT 
Ahad HIES. J 


cqvgu 


com iV 


PHOTOS 


EVERY- 


Yw SO- 
y YOU WANT A ^ 
r NAME --THEN ' 
YOU'LL HAVE TO 
KILL ME THE RIGHT 
WAY' GORING 
ME —THAT WON'T 
KILL ME.' ANY 
MORE THAN j 
\ THIS WILL KILL / 

\ you*,.' y 


YOU NEED MY ^ 
HEAD, CUT IT OFF' 
IT'LL MAKE YOU 
STRONGER,' AND 
THE BOSS WANTS 
. YOU STRONG' . 


WHAT'S 

UI£j 

N Atft&l 


ONLY ONE 
WAY TO GET 
IT NOW. , 


r COME ^ 
ON' YOU 
CAN DO IT- 
FOR SARA'S 
l SAKE, a 


I WROTE IT 
DOWN --THEN 
SWALLOWED 
t. IT' a 


hVHATi? 

YOU 

SAY? 


f THAT'S 1 
RIGHT, WE 
KNOW 
WHERE 
SHF LIVES, 
HE'LL SEND 
OTHERS TO 
PAY HER A 
L ’VISIT/ A 


SO RIP 
MY HEAD 
OFF. 


I'M DONE 
TALKING, 
ITS YOUR 
MOVE. 



■ THING 

W[ ABOUT ) 

\ It 11 1 1 

^YOUJ J 
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W NO. I'VE ^ 
r JUST HAD A 1 
HEADACHE ALL 
DAY. I THOUGHT 
I WAS GOING TO 
PASS OUT 
DURING JIM'S 
L INTERVIEW. A 


SOME- 

THING 

WRONG? 


CHRIST/ 
NOT 
AG Al N . 


r m ^ 

GLASSES 
MAKE IT 
WORSE, irs 
ALMOST 
k LIKE... A 


...LIKE I 
DON'T... 


r ALL THOSE ^ 
TIMES I TOUCHED 
HIM. I NEVER \| 
THOUGHT ABOUT M 
IT-- BUT HE DID IT 


r OH ^ 
fry GOV H 

HE DID IT 
>v AGAIN/ A 


WHAT IS 


HE 

FIXED 

MY 

EYES.*. 


I DON'T % 
NEED 
GLASSES 

ANY- 

MORE/ 
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r ,„youve > 

WITNESSED 
A TRUE 
MIRACLE r 
LADIES AND 
GENTLE- 
V MEN, A 


Y SO, ME ^ 
WILL, NO 1 

DOUBT 
SCOFF AT 
TODAY'S 
SHOW, BUT 
WHAT YOU 
SAW WAS , 

V REAL, i 


r UNFORTUNATELY 
WE'RE ALL OUT OF 
T1 ME— SEE YOU 
k TOMORROW/ 


AND 

WE'RE 

CLEAR 


KARLENE PHILLIPS 


T MY 
MOTHER'S 
SICK- -HOW DO 
WE CONTACT 
l YOU,,* A 


LET ME ^ 
SHAKE YOUR 
HAND' . 


MR. 

DOWNING/ 


GET BACK- 
EVERYONE 
GIVE HIM 
, ROOM/ 


MR. 

DOWNING--/ 


TOUCH 

ME/ 


OKAY. 


600 ! 


AND, 

MARC- 

THANKS 


YOU 

HEAR THAT? 
YOU'RE A 


LISTEN TO THEM,- 
THEY LOVE YOU, 
MAN/ 


" ^ BUT 

WE SHOULD ■ 
GET YOU TO THE 
GREEN ROOM', IT 
WONT BE SAFE 
^BACK HERE. ^ 


HI 


CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP 
CL AP CLAP CLAP CLAP 'S 
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I'M 

f SORRY, ^ 
WHAT DAY DID 
YOU WANT TO DO 
THAT AGAIN? I'LL 
LOOK AT HIS 
SCHEDULE AND 
K GET BACK A 
^ TO YOU. ^ 


LOOK 
AT THIS 
JIM, 
FORTY' 
SEVEN 
t TEXTS/ 


T 


DUDE' IT 
WAS FANTASTIC/ 

YOU SHOULD'VE SEEN 
THE CROWD. I THOUGHT 
THERE WAS GOING TO BE 
A FRIGGIN' RiOT! AND 
THE MOM-- WOW/-- SHE 
COULDN'T STOP 
CRYING. 


REAL?/' 
HELL YEAH 
'S REAL/ 






YOU THINK I'D 
PULL YOUR CHAIN 
LIKE THAT? 

rrr 


MANNY 
BREWER. AND 
YOU SAY YOU WORK 
FOR THE NEW YORK 
TIMES? HANG ON A 
SEC PLEASE. 


JIM' DUDE'S 
FROM THE TIMES/ 
THEY WANT TO DO 
SOMETHING 
WITH YOU. 


STAGE 5 


STAGE 4 

i — 


1 SAID THIS 
WAS GOING TO BE 
BIG/ BUT I'M TELLING 
YOU IT WAS EVEN BETTER 
THAN I'D HOPED. AND JIM — 
HE WAS LIKE A PRO/-- JUST 
SAT THERE ALL QUIET. 
TAKING HIS TIME. THEN 
BOOM/ HE TOUCHES THE 
KID. IT WAS DEAD 

silent/ 


NO ONE KNEW 
WHAT WAS HAPPENING... 
HELL, 1 DIDN'T/ 

AND THE 

CHICK£"WHOA“HE 
HAD 'EM ALL WEEPING 
AND SOBBING. THAT'S 
WHY THEY-,, 


mmM 


I'VE 
GOT TO 
TAKE THIS. 
CALL YOU 
LATER. 


r I 

DIDN'T CATCH YOUR 
NAME, IT'S MANNY 
VVHAT? 


BY 

TOMORROW 
AT THE 
LATEST, 
’BYE, 


NO 

way: 


EXCUSE ME, 

MR. DOWNING, I'M THE 
STUDIO'S LEAD EXECUTIVE, 
I WANT TO THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR TIME 
TODAY. 

, 









IT WAS 
MY PLEASURE. 
THANKS FOR 
HAVING ME. 












BUT BEFORE ^ 
f I GO, I'D LIKE TO 1 
SAY.., WHAT YOU DID 
FOR THAT BOY... 
WELL YOU SHOULD 
k BE PROUD OF a 
k, YOURSELF.* 


JUST THINK 

r ABOUT IT. THINGS ^ 
ARE PRETTY CRAZY 
RIGHT NOW, SO I'LL LET 
YOU CATCH YOUR 
BREATH- -MY OFFICE 
L WILL CONTACT YOU A 
^ TOMORROW. 


APPRECIATE 
. THAT, . 


r DO YOU ^ 
KNOW WHO 
THAT WAS? 
DO YOU 
HAVE any 
k IDEA?/ A 


HE'S ONLY THE 

r BfS&egf tv exec ^ 

IN THE CITY/ OWNS 
HALF THE SHOWS AROUND 
HERE" AND HE GAVE 
L OPRAH HER FIRST A 
Ik^. HUGE BREAK/ 


■ 
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Sjt 


m 


^ I WANTED 
T TO BRING YOU ^ 
YOUR PAYMENT. 

I ASKED THEM TO 
PROVIDE CASH. DIDN'T 
THINK YOU'D HAVE A 
BANK ACCOUNT" 

L GIVEN YOUR . 
^ SITUATION. 


I D LIKE 

W TO TALK ABOUT ^ 
r HAVING YOU MAKE 
ANOTHER APPEARANCE 
ALSO. IT MIGHT BE 
WORTH OUR TIME TO 
TALK ABOUT YOUR 
OWN SHOW, WE HAVE 
t A COUPLE SLOTS 
k OPENING AND, A 
WELL... 


AND 

HERE'S 

MY 

CARD... 


• . ? • 


j • 

!k 


’ Last issue 


Todd 










how li>ng 
have I been 
sleeping? 


r NINE OR ^ 
TEN HOURS., 
DOCTORS HAD 
YOU PRETTY 
^ MEDICATED. A 


twitch...? 


TM 

HERE, 

SAM, 


r SAID THEY x 
DEEDED TO 
STABILIZE YOU 
BEFORE THEY 
COULD RUN 
, MORE TESTS. , 


w ifa-i ^ 
f don't Know 
what s 
happening. 
Put I — I'm 
not going to 
make It. 
twitch, the 
pain's too 
C Incredible. J 


HOW YOU 
FEELING 
ANYWAY? 


great 


and it's 
getting 
worse. 


GOOD, ^ 
NOW I WANT 


r not this ^ 
time. 

something's 
. different. . 


DON'T 

TALK 

LIKE 

THAT. 


ur something^. 
f doesn't feel \ 
right, i should 
have listened 
to you - nagging 
me about 
L my eating J 
habits. / 


r WE'VE ^ 
BEEN 1 
THROUGH 
WORSE 
THAN J 
L THIS. A 


W THIS ISNT ^ 
r YOUR FAULT. YOU 
HEAR ME? IT'S MINE 
I DID THIS TO YOU- 
TH IS HAS NOTHING 
. TO DO WITH 
^ YOUR DIET. ^ 


#&;jkiK»' v ■ S' 


r SOMETHING 
WEIRD HAPPENED 
NEAR THAT BUILDING 
COLLAPSE. SOI 
NEED YOU TO HANG 
IN THERE 'TIL I 
FIGURE OUT 
k HOW TO UNDO A 
THIS. * 
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h NOW YOU ^ 
GET SOME 
REST I'LL BE 
RIGHT 

k OUTSIDE, j 
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DON'T 

KNOW. 


HOW'S 

HE 

DOING? 


r HE SAYS IT'S ^ 
GETTING WORSE, 
THAT SOMETHING'S 
SERIOUSLY WRONG 
s WITH HIM. ^ 


BUT HE'S 
GOING TO 
MAKE IT, 
RIGHT? 


*1 NEED TO TALK TO" 
A DOCTOR, SEE HOW 
MUCH TIME I HAVE TO 
^ FIGURE THIS OUT . 


I'M 

BANKING 
ON IT. 


CAN I 
HELP? 


WT 3 SAW ^ 
~ SOMETHING--™ 
IN THE ALLEYS-- 
IT TOLD ME THIS 
WOULD HAPPEN, 
SOMETHING,.. 

. SUPER- . 
V NATURAL. ^ 


THINK 
YOU CAN 
HANDLE 
THAT? 


/'LET ME TELL YOU WHAT 
r SAM PI DNT WANT TO LISTEN ^ 
TO. THE REASON I'M HERE IN 
THE FIRST PLACE IS BECAUSE 
MESSED UP STUFF WAS HAPPENING 
AT MY END TOO. I'M TALKING 
.ABOUT SHIT YOU NEVER HEAR j 
ABOUT ]N VIRGINIA, 


V ALL THIS ^ 
STUFF --THE 
MURDERS, THE 
ATTACKS, THE 
SUICIDES-- 
EVERY INSTINCT 
I'VE GOT SAYS 
IT S SOMEHOW 
L CONNECTED, A 


BECAUSE 
X CANT DO 
THIS ON MY 
OWN, , 


T AND THAT ^ 
GUY THEY KEEP 
talking ABOUT 
ON TV.., HE'S A 
PIECE OF THIS 
v PUZZLE,TOO. J 


^ EXCUSE MEj ^ 
DR. RIVERS, COULD 
I BOTHER YOU FOR 
. A MOMENT? j 


w SO, ^ 
HELL YEAH 
I'M IN' 
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THEY RAN A 

W NEW SET OF TESTS A X 
' FEW HOURS AGO. I'M ^ 
HOPING THE RESULTS GIVE 
US SOME BETTER NEWS. 
RIGHT NOW, THOUGH, WE 
HAVEN'T FOUND THE 
ANSWERS WE'RE LOOKING 
FOR, AS MUCH AS WE 
, TRY, WE HAVEN'T BEEN A 
\ ABLE TO STABILIZE HIS A 
V CONDITION. X 


Y IT APPEARS X 
' THAT SOME 1 
OF HIS ORGANS 
HAVE SLOWLY 
BEGUN TO SHUT 
DOWN. THERE'S 
ABOUT A TWO 
WEEK WINDOW 
WE HAVE TO 
SOLVE THIS. THEN 
HIS ODDS FOR 
l SURVIVAL GET . 
L VERY SMALL, _ 


Y IN THE ^ 
MEANTIME. THE T 
STAFF'S MAKING 
EXTRA EFFORTS TO 
KEEP HIM 

l COMFORTABLE. A 


I WAS JUST 
W SPEAKING WITH 
r MR. BURKE -YOUR T 
f PATIENT IN ROOM £104- > 
AND HE TOLD ME HIS 
SYMPTOMS ARE SOMEHOW 
GETTING WORSE, THAT THE 
PAIN KEEPS BUILDING. AND 
I HAVE TO TELL YOU -SAM'S 
THE STRONGEST, MOST 
STUBBORN MAN I'VE EVER 
k MET- BUT HE'S TALKING i 
L LIKE HE'S NOT GOING A 
^ TO LIVE THROUGH sT 
THIS. y 


Y SO, HOW 1 ' X 
f ALARMED 
SHOULD I BE? 
AND WHAT 
KIND OF A 
TIMEFRAME ARE 
WE TALKING 
ABOUT? A 


"ALL THE DOCTORS 
AND NURSES ARE 
DOING THE BEST 
THEY CAN, 


AND WE'RE GIVING 
HIM ICO C.C/S OF 
MORPHINE TO FIGHT 
THE PAIN." 


r WE 
WARNED 
YOUR 
PARTNER. 


f NOW > 
YOU'LL PAY 
THE PRICE 
FOR HIS 
, MISTAKE. , 









r IT'S JIM. I KEEP ^ 
TELLING YOU WHAT 
HE CAN DO. I MEAN 
LOOK AT THE EMAILS 
I'M GETTING' EVERY- 
ONE WANTS A PIECE 
OF HIM. A 


r YOU'RE ^ 
KIDDING,' 
HOW'S THAT 
.POSSIBLE?, 


^ I'M ^ 

^ W WORKING. 
NOW? I NEED TO 
SORT 

M THROUGH 
m ALL THESE 
^REQUESTS. 


YEP. OUR ^ 
[ LIVES ARE ABOUT TO 
*_6ET CRA ZY. ^ 

rwELuTV^M 

BEFORE M 
THAT 

HAPPENS, ■ 

MAYBE 
YCU AND I, 

I NEED A 

LITTLE BPSTT- 
NAKED JW 
TIME TO- JV ^ 
k G ETHER. , A 


r I DON'T 1 
NEED 
GLASSES 
ANY- 

t MORE.'* , 


F IF I DON'T ^ 
r CONFIRM A ' 
FEW 1 ' OF THESE 
THEY'LL PULL 
THEIR OFFERS, 
AND SOME ARE 
PRETTY BtG. 
EVEN HAVE A 
L SPONSORSHIP i 
OFFER, A 


THAT ONE 
FROM THE 
OPRAH 
SHOW?' , 


GUESS ' 
I I'LL JUST 
NEED TO 
DISTRACT 
YOU 

L THEN,J 


*See last 
issue - -Todd 


" WHAT DO 
YOU THUNK 
ABOUT THIS 
. OFFER? 


ShT impressive 


r BUT CMONj ^ 
SUSAN. GIVE ME 
A COUPLE OF 
HOURS AND I'LL 
, BE ALL YOURS, j 


^ REALLY? ” 
YOU'RE TURNING 
.THIS DOWN? . 


DON'T GET MAD, 


r FORGET iff ^ 
DO WHAT YOU 
WANT/ I'LL JUST 
WATCH SOME TV 
l INSTEAD/ > 







SORRY. 

r I'M STILL 1 
OVERWHELMED 
ABOUT WHAT YOU 
DID TODAY. AMD 
OF COURSE 

V I FORGIVE 4 

V YOU, 


r GOD ^ 
TOLD ME YOU 
WERE SPECIAL 
t BUT THIS— j 


W I'M JUST ^ 
r BUMMED THAT! 
MO ONE CALLED 
INTO THE SHOW 
WHO KNEW YOU, 
BUT THE MIRACLE 
YOU PERFORMED 
FOR THAT BOY, 
IT.,, I CRIED. IT 
L WAS SO IMCRE- 
k DIBLE. A 


I KNOW. 
CRAZY 
unh? 


BUT— urn, 

r ITS GETTING LATE-- ^ 
I'LL LET YOU GO. 
THANKS FOR TALKING. 
IT'S BEEN TOUGH ON 
ME, FEELING LIKE I 
. WAS ALL ALONE, j 
k. SLEEP WELL. 


^ IT WAS- 1 DON'T KNOW-- ^ 
KIND OF WEIRD BECAUSE I DIDN'T 
THINK I'D ENJOY BEING IN FRONT 
OF SO MANY PEOPLE, 


THANKS. 


W BUT I ^ 
f HAVE TO 1 
TELL YOU IT 
WAS A BIT 
OF A RUSH, 
HOPE THAT 
DOESN'T 
SOUND TOO 
EGOTISTICAL? 

ESPECIALLY 
WITH THE WAY 
I'VE TREATED 
YOU LATELY, I 
HOPE YOU'LL 
L FORGIVE J 
k ME. A 


SARA? 


SARA, 
YOU STILL 
THERE? 


JIM? 


ILL 

MAKE YOU 
FEEL 

WANTED. 


L 








The next day. 



YOU'RE IN A GOOD ^ 
MOOD THIS MORNWG, 
STARTING TO ENJOY YOUR 
NEW POUND CELEBRITY 
^ STATUS? ^ 


OH, BY THE WAY, 
r I NEED TO THANK YOU 1 
FOR LAST NIGHT. SUSAN 
SAID YOU AND SHE HAD A 
GOOD TALK WHILE I WAS 
WORKING, SHE WAS IN A 
PRETTY PISSY MOOD- BUT 
l SAID YOU MADE HER 
k FEEL A LOT BETTER. 


YOU 

COULD 

SAY 

THAT, 


SO WHERE 
WE GOING, 
AGAIN? 



I'LL EXPLAIN 
IN THE CAB, I 
NEED YOU TO 
GET READY, 

, THOUGH, . 


FOR 

WHAT? 



* DON'T SAY S 
ANYTHING- 
JUST KEEP 
MOVING. 
THERE'S A 
CAB WAITING 
. OUTSIDE, a 



ALL RIGHT,. ^ 
EVERYONE" 
THAT'S 

ENOUGH FOR 
. ONE DAY ' . 


r WE RE ^ 
LATE FOR A 
MEETING. 
SO CLEAR A 
PATH-- 
l PLEASE' A 



r I COULD ^ 
GET A SMALL 
PERCENTAGE 
OF YOUR 
V FEES, A 


1 HOPE THIS IS OKAY, ^ 
WHAT I'M DOING FOR YOU. I KNOW 
YOU DIDN'T ASK ME, BUT YOU WERE 
GOING TO NEED A MANAGER 
ANYWAY. AND WITH ME LOSING MY 
k^ JOB I THOUGHT, MAYBE,., 




^ LAST NIGHT 
r SHE TOLD ME YOU ~ 
COULD STAY FOR AS 
LONG AS YOU WANTED, 
SAID SHE LIKES 
l HAVING THE j 
COMPANY. 




1 J 

Xt 

,^-4'UJ ■ _ rf | ( ! 


lira! 

r 

f 

u, 


- 

V 1 

l 










... AND YOU TELL 
r THEM THAT IF THE DEAL ~ 
DOESN'T CLOSE BY NEXT 
MONTH, Til UP MY STAKE 

IN their stock and vote 

. IN A NEW BOARD OF A 
a. DIRECTORS. 


f I'M ^ 
GETTING 
TIRED OF 
THEIR PETTY 
k POLITICS, A 


r THIS IS GOOD 
FOR BOTH OF US. 
MAKE THEM UNDER 
^ STAND THAT/ . 


Wr WE HOPE YOU 
w HAD a pleasant \ 
r TRIP OVERSEAS. THE 
NEWSPAPERS WERE VERY 
FLATTERING IN THEIR 
COVERAGE OF YOUR 
MEETINGS. THEY SAID THE 
NEW MERGER WOULD BE 
GOOD FOR NEW JOB 
CREATION. OUR CONTACTS 
t FROM CAPITOL HILL > 
\ ALSO SENT THEIR / 
V APPROVAL, / 


X TOUR NEXT N. 

MEETING STARTS 
IN TWENTY MINUTES 
I'LL HAVE THE 
GENTLEMEN IN 
l YOUR OFFICE 
^ SHORTLY. A 



i 
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f WELCOME A 


HOME, 

iff . j 

L MR, RAMUS. 
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r SO ^ 

WHAT DO 
YOU 

. THINK? j 


MOT TOO 
SHABBY.. 


r THEY ^ 
OCCUPY 
THIS WHOLE 
^BUILDING, j 


T THAT 
STATUE'S A BIT 
MELODRAMATIC 
THOUGH, 
WOULDN'T YOU 
SAY? A 


uh ... LUKE 

T HE SAID, I'M HIS 1 
MANAGER. HERE'S MY 
CREDENTIALS. WE HAVE 
AY APPOINTMENT 
k WITH MR. RAMUS a 
HIMSELF, ^ 


HE'S BEEN 
EXPECTING 
. YOU. j 


r WHAT 1 
DID YOU 
SAY THIS 
COMPANY 
. DOES? a 


■> A y. ay. 
r THEY CALLED ^ 

AND WANTED TO TALK 
WITH YOU ABO LIT BEING 
A SPOKESMAN FOR ONE 
OF THEIR DIVISIONS. 
DIDN'T SAY WHICH ONE, 
l BUT THEY'RE ALL 

HIGH PROFILE, I 


YOU MUST'VE ^ 
HEARD ABOUT THE ~ 
RAMUS CORPORATION 
BEFORE YOUR COMA. 

Tl ICY' RE \ me NEWS 
ALL THE TIME. IF WE CAN 
, NAIL THIS DEAL IT'LL 
^ SET YOU UP FOR... A 


NO. 1 
WO” 
WE'RE 
HAPPY 
TO 6E 
HERE. 


..THANK 1 
YOU FOR 
COMING 
ON SUCH 
SHORT 
NOTICE. I 
HOPE WE 
DIDN'T 
INCONVE- 
NIENCE 
EITHER OF 
YOU. A 


r I'M MARC, 
AND THIS IS JIM 
. DOWNING. 


HELLO, 

MR. 

RAMLS, 

IT'S... 
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NOT REALLY. A BUNCH OF THESE 
MULTI-NATIONAL CORPORATIONS LIKE 
TO HAVE UNIQUE ARCHITECTURE. IT'S GOOD 
^ FOR BRANDING THEIR NAMES. ^ 


FOLLOW' 

, ME. , 


k NICE N 

r MOW -CU RE \ 

IGNORING THE \ 
PAPARAZZI. L 1 
YOU'RE GETTING . 

l PRETTY GOOD F MR. 

AT THIS. ^DOWNING? 


r HE S ACT ^ 
,MY ASSISTANT. 

HE'S MY-- 
l MANAGER. . 


LOTS OF THINGS. 

W DEFENSE CONTRACTING, ^ 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY. 
HUMANITARIAN BRANCHES IN FIVE 
OR SIX COUNTRIES, PLUS, THEY 
L OWN A BUNCH OF FORTUNE A 
BOO COMPANIES. 


^ HOW DO YOU 
THINK HE AFFORDS 
ALL THE ARTIFACTS 
k> IN HERE? ^ 


W I MEAN, ^ 
f LOOK AT ’ 
THIS STUFF, 
THERE'S SOME 
HISTORICAL 
L PIECES A 
HERE. A 


OKAY. 


r LET S 1 
GET OUT 
OF 

t HERE/ j 


r HOW ^ 
DO YOU 
KNOW 
RAMUS? 


Wg 
JUST 
WHAT?/ GOT 
► __^HERE/ 


r I LL WAIT ~ 
CLlSTTE GIVL 
ME A SHOUT 
IF YOU NEED 
, ANYTHING, 
L. jim. A 


he's r gi it. XTra 
■r MR.. DOWNING. 
r YOU MUST HAVE ME M 
F CONFUSED WITH SOME- 1 
ONE ELSE. BUT MAYBE IT 
MIGHT BE BETTER IF WE 
WERE TO SPEAK ALONE. 
MARC. WOULD YOU MIND 
GIVING US A FEW MINUTES? 

I'D LIKE TO DISCUSS j 
k SOME THINGS WITH A 
m. MR. DOWNING A 
PRIVATELY. jA 




1 WI 

r SECURITY. 1 
YOU AND 1 




YOUR i 




ASSISTANT J 
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ALL IN DUE 
TtMEj MR. 
DOWNING. 


r THE i 
CASE. 
WHERE 
IS 

L IT ? 31 A 


ALL 
IN DUE 
TIME. 


*See last Issue- -Todd 


YOUR 

r TRANSFORMATIONS ' 
SEEM TO BE COMING MUCH 
EASIER, EXCELLENT' THAT 
MEANS YOU'RE BEGINNING 
TO ACCEPT WHAT YOU'VE 
BECOME. THE MORE TIMES 
YOU USE THE POWER- 
.THE MORE ADDICTED YOU . 
BECOME TO IT. 


&HUT 

UP! 


LOOK, UP THERE ff 

V ANYTHING YOU DO WILL BE 
CAPTURED ON SECURITY CAMERAS. 
COMBINE THAT WITH THE FACT I HAD 
THE MEDIA WAITING IN MY LOBBY. 
THEY KNOW YOU'RE HERE. THINK HOW 
TRAGIC IT'D BE FOR PEOPLE TO FIND . 
L OUT THEIR NEW SAVIOR IS ALSO J: 
; A MURDERER. ^^1 


r WHAT NOW?^ 
YOU'RE GOING 
TO KILL ME? I 
DON'T THINK 

so. 


BESIDES- 

YOU LIKE THE FAME THEY'RE 
GIVING YOU -DON'T YOU? I 
SAW IT IN YOUR EYES. YOU'RE 
. BECOMING ADDICTED TO . 
THAT TOO, 
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NEW YORK'S EMERGENCY RESPONSE OFFICIALS HAVE 
YET TO RELEASE A STATEMENT REGARDING LAST WEEK'S 
UNEXPECTED BUILDING COLLAPSE IN GREENWICH VILLAGE. 
SOURCES CLOSE TO THE SCENE HAVE CONFIRMED THAT 
THE ALLEGED PERPETRATOR, A MYSTERIOUS SUPER-BEING, 
WAS STILL ALIVE AS HE WAS EXTRACTED FROM THE SITE, 
WHICH WAS THOROUGHLY DEMOLISHED DURING THE 
ATTACK. TONS OF RUBBLE SEPARATED THIS ENHANCED- 
ABILITY SURVIVOR FROM HIS EVENTUAL RESCUERS. 

FEMA, THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, 

IS ON HAND, BUT ARE WITHHOLDING COMMENT PENDING 
A FULL INVESTIGATION. 

CONFLICTING STORIES, SUBSTANTIATED TO VARYING 
DEGREES BY EYEWITNESSES, HAVE PINPOINTED A SINGLE 
INDIVIDUAL AS THE TARGET OF THE ATTACK. WE ARE 
UNABLE TO CONFIRM HIS IDENTITY. 



AS SOME OF OUR VIEWERS MAY BE AWARE, JIM DOWNING, 
THE APPARENT TARGET OF THAT GREENWICH VILLAGE 
STRUCTURAL FAILURE , WAS RECENTLY A GUEST ON KARLENE 
PHILLIPS' MORNING SHOW. HIS APPEARANCE CAME JUST 
DAYS AFTER THE ATTACK, AND HE HIMSELF SEEMED NONE 
THE WORSE FOR THE EXPERIENCE, THOUGH HIS WARDROBE 
HAD YET TO RECOVER , PRIOR TO THE SHOW, THE USUAL 
UNVERIFIED SOURCES TIED HIM TO THE "MIRACULOUS " 
RECOVERIES OF OVER A DOZEN OF HIS FELLOW PATIENTS IN 
THE FORMER HOSPITAL, PATIENTS SUFFERING A WIDE RANGE 
OF UNRELATED ILLNESSES. OUR MR. DOWNING IS NOTHING 
IF NOT AMBITIOUS/ 

MS. PHILLIPS WAS THE FIRST NETWORK TALKER TO INTERVIEW 
HIM, AND HER NEW YORK- BASED SHOW CENTERED MOSTLY 
ON THESE RUMORED ABILITIES. THE CLIMAX OF THE SHOW 
CAUSED QUITE A STIR, AND LED CRITICS TO QUESTION THE 
VALIDITY Of THE PRESENTATION, 

A TROUBLED NATION OF VIEWERS NO DOUBT SITS READY TO 
SEE SOME SMALL MIRACLES OF THEIR OWN. NO TIME LIKE 
THE PRESENT, MR, DOWNING/ 



WHAT A CHOCK!! AND THAT'S PUTTING IT MLPLY! 

KARLENE PHILLIPS HAS BEEN PREDICTABLY SHAMELESS IN 
HER DRIVE TO SPIKE HER RATINGS, AND HER POZEHS OF 
VIEWERS HAVE BEEN TREATED TO COUNTLESS FREAKS AND 
JACKWAGOHS DURING HER MANY DECADES ON THE AIR. 
ADVANCING AGE HAS HOT BLINDED HER, THOUGH, TO THE 
POSSIBILITIES IN A MAN WITH NO PAST LIFE THAT ANYONE 
CAN TELL US ABOUT .JHCLOPIHG MS POCTORS!!... WHO 
SUDDENLY WAKES FROM A TWO-DECADE COMA. OF COURSE 
SHE HAILS HIM WITH A "COME TO JESUS" SESSION/ HER 
NURSING HOME DEMOGRAPHIC HAS WAITED PH APS FOR A 
MIRACLE MAN TO MEND THINGS THEIR DOCTORS CAN'T FIX/ 
THE HIPPIE LIBERAL SLOGGERS, MEANWHILE, ARE ALREAVY 
ANOINTING HIM AS THE SEOOHP COMtfiG. IF HE'S SO HOT, 
HOW ’BOUT HE DOES SOMETHING WITH THE LOUSY JOS 
RECOVERY STATS ? 

NEXT TIME HE'S ON KARLENE S SHOW YOU CAN SET HE'S 
GOING TO ASK FOR POHATiOHS TO PAY HIS REST! HEY, 

FAITH HEALER! GET A JOS! MAKE A REAL MIRACLE AND 
GIVE evezyotte* JOB/ 








YOU FEEL IT, 

W DONT YOU? THE * 
BLOOD LL/ST WELLING 
UP INSIDE YOU -CRAVING 
TO BE RELEASED' THAT'S 
BECAUSE YOUR COSTUME 
KNOWS THAT WITH EVERY 
DEATH BY YOUR 
L HANDS, //'BECOMES A 
STRONGER. 


^ THAT'S RIGHT,.. YOUR SLIT/ ^ 
IT'S ALIVE AND IT THINKS f 
IT UNDERSTANDS WHAT YOU'RE 


/ GO ON/ 1 

KtumBi 

RIGHT HERE-- 
RIGHT NOW/ 
GIVE IN TO 
YOUR 

L DESIRES! j 


* THAT ^ 
YOU'RE MQR& 
VAMPIRE THAN 
I'LL EVER BE.' 


^ urn. ..EXCUSE ME.. 7^ 
YOU HEARING WHAT 
. I'M HEARING? ^ 


SHOULDN'T 

WE.,, 


this 

is 

nuts 


t DON'T 
HEAR A 
THING. 
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BUT I SEE 
YOU'RE STILL 
SKEPTICAL... 


THEN LET ^ 
ME PROVE MY 
. POINT. > 


r THINK 1 
" ABOUT IT-' 
WHAT TIME 
HAS IT BEEN 
DURING 
EACH TRANS- 
FORMATION 
INTO 

L SPAWN? A 


NIGHTFALL. 
EVERY TIME 
IT'S BEEN 
NIGHTFALLS 


LIKE ME j - 

X YOU HAVE A LOW ^ 
TOLERANCE FOR DIRECT 
SUNLIGHT IT WONT KILL 
US- -MUCH AS THE 
HUMANS LIKE TO WRITE 
ABOUT THAT- BUT IT 
V DOES MAKE US a 

weaker, 


x our 

/ BREATHING ^ 
/ BECOMES 1 
CONSTRICTED, 
OUR VEINS TIGHTEN 
THEN WE LOSE 
OUR BALANCE 
BEFORE 

^ COLLAPSING 
L TO THE A 
GROUND. Mi 


r IT > 
HURTS, 
DOESN'T 
. IT? j 


YOUR VAMPIRE 
BLOOD LUST HAS 
ALREADY BEGUN. 
HASN’T IT? > 


' AND > 
BEFORE YOU 
TRY 

DENYING IT 
t AGAIN... > 











THOUGH YOU DON'T CARE 
ABOUT ANY OF THIS, DO YOU? ALL ^ 
YOU'RE REALLY AFTER IS YOUR PAST 
IDENTITY- -AND THE BRIEFCASE I TOOK 
CONTAINED WHAT YOU'RE SO 
DESPERATELY LOOKING FOR. 


SO -YOU 
WANT THE 
CASE? 

TAKE HI 


r WHICH IS ^ 
WHY YOU'LL 
CONTINUE TO 
t SERVE ME. 


r BUT ^ 
THERE'S A 
CATCH. , 


I'VE EMPTIED THE 

W CASE'S CONTENTS EXCEPT ^B 
FOR ONE CLUE TO YOUR W- 
PAST. If YOU CONTINUE TO BEHAVE B 
YOURSELF, I WILL- FROM TIME TO ! 
TIME-GIVE YOU ANOTHER PIECE A 
k OF YOUR PAST. AND SLOWLY M 
k. YOU'LL DISCOVER WHO 

YOU REALLY ARE. ^ OR ^ 

SHOULD 

& T SAV -- 
» W-Kb. 


r now > 

GET UP/ AND 
GET THE HELL 
OUT OF MY 
SIGHT. YOU'RE 
MAKING ME 
k. SICK/ A 


YQU DJDNT 
area* Some 
MORE OF H IS 
STUFF DID 
YOU? 


DID YOU ^ 

r getthedeal?^ 

DID HE OFFER 
YOU A CONTRACT 
OR WHAT? AND 
WHAT THE heck 
WAS ALL THAT 
V BANGING A 
INSIDE? jm 


r T GOT WHAT ^ 
I CAME FOR. 
WE DON'T NEED 
TO DISCUSS THIS 
t ANYMORE. 


BUT THERE ^B 
W IS SOMETHING ^ 
r YOU CAN DO FOR ME. ' 
I NEED YOU TO BOOK ME 
ON MORE SHOWS OR GET 
ME MORE INTERVIEWS- SO 
I CAN STOCKPILE SOME 
MONEY TO GET MY OWN 
L APARTMENT, WHERE A 
k I CAN BE BY A 
MYSELF. 


IF I'M ^B 
r GOING TO 1 
EXPOSE MYSELF 
TO THE PUBLIC I'M 
GOING TO NEED 
THE TIME TO DO 
k THINGS ON MY A 
k. OWN. 4 


1 f 











r I STILL ^ 
r THINK tT'S FIFTY- 1 
FIFTY, WHICH IS 
WHY I'M TRYING 
NOT TO PUSH TOO 
FAST. DON'T NEED 
HEM GETTING 
L SUSPICIOUS- A 


HOW ^ 

Ni^.c.i ■ m 

DID YOU 

SEE? /ALL OF IT, I WAS 
f IN THE ROOM THE 
& V WHOLE TIME. 


” SEEMS ^ 
TO BE 
WORKING 
t SO FAR. J 


r YOU THINK ^ 
HE'LL COME 
AROUND? I'D 
HATE TO HAVE TO 
DESTROY HIM, 
GIVEN ALL HIS 
L POTENTIAL, A 


GOTTA GIVE 

r YOU CREDIT, THOUGH— ^ 
THAT CURTAIN TRICK ' -VERY 
EFFECTIVE' YOU'RE QUITE 
THE SHOWMAN. ^ A 


WHAT'S 
YOUR 
READ ON 
HIM? 


^ I FELT IT— HIS POWER. 

IT'S STRONGER THAN WE THOUGHT, 
AND WHEN THE COSTUME FINALLY 
TAKES CONTROL OF HIM, WE'RE 
ALL IN TROUBLE. THERE WONT BE 
ANY STOPPING IT. 


WHICH ^ 
MAKES YOUR PLAN 
OF CONTROLLING 
THE SPAWN NOW- 
MUCH MORE 
^ URGENT. j 


~ HE'S THE ^ 
CATALYST THAT WE'VE 
BOTH BEEN LOOKING 
FOR, WHICH IS WHY I 
NEEDED TO GIVE HIM 
k. A REASON, .. 









THANKS 

YGU r 

TOO. 


Y WANTED ^ 
TO WISH 
YOU A GOOD 
NIGHT'S 
L SLEEP. A 


I'M 



V 





/ ^ 



¥ 

" „,TO 

^ 'M 



COME 



: 

BACK TO 


1 


US/ 




W-S > 

€ ! 
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GOODS YE 
'JAMES/ 


WAIT... I 

STILL DON'T 1 
UNDERSTAND. IT 
DOESN'T MAKE ANY 
SENSE. WHAT A 
L. LESSON? ^ 


AAUlUf 


JESUS 

CHRIST/ 


' STOP ^ 
BEING SO 
DRAMATIC 
AND JUST 
TALK TO 
k MB! > 


r COME i 
ON. 
COME 
BACK 
HERE AND 
TALK TO 
V ME/ / 


TELL ,VIE 
WHAT YOU 
MfANT, 


HELLO? 


gov vmti 
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WHO'S 

DOING 

this to 
me? 


K WANTED YOU 
TO KNOW- -MARCS 
GOING OUT THIS 
EVENING, MEANING 
WE LL BE ALL ALONE 
TONIGHT. ^ 


f I r M 1 
LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO IT. WHAT 
ABOUT 
W YOU? A 


SUSAN? 


^ I DON'T ^ 
THINK SO. 
THIS ISN'T 
GOING TO 
HAPPEN. NOT 
, TONIGHT, a 


I JUST 
NEED TO 
BE 

ALONE. , 


i YOU 1 
SURE? 
X CAN 
CHECK 
BACK 
LATER., 


I'M SURE. 
NOW PLEASE 
JUST GO. 







MB 

L 

SU!*' 


r IT'S SARA-* 
SHE'S ON 
THE PHONE* 
SHE SOUNDS 
TERRI&LE. . 


I SAiD 
WE’RE 


DOING THIS 
l AGAIN/' j 


unh? 


DOING 

WHAT?' 


NOTHING. 

NEVERMIND 


WHAT'DYA 

WANT? 


HEY, SARA- - 
SOMETHING 
WRONG? 


w WHOA' EASY ^ 
NOW-JUST SLOW 
DOWN' TAKE A 
DEEP BREATH AND 
TELL ME WHAT’S 
_ GOING ON. A 


r WHEN DID 1 
IT START? 
LOOK, FORGET 
IT... JUST TELL 
ME W'HERE 
l YOU'RE AT. A 


WHAT?/ 










WHAT'S 

WRONG? 

SHE 

. OKAY? . 


r YOU WANT ^ 
TO HELP? USE 
YOUR REPORTER 
SKILLS AND FIND 
, THIS WOMAN' ^ 


IT'S-LETME THINK--ON 
SEVENTEENTH AND BROADWAY, THE 
EAST SIDE OF THE STREET. THAT LITTLE DELI 
PLACE CALLED LEONARDO'S, YOU AND I 
^ — ATE HERE ONCE, REMEMBER? ^ 


x THATS THE ONE, 
r HU RRY.„ P LEAS E / I DON'T N 

KNOW WHAT THEY'LL DO, THEY KEEP 
YELLING THAT I'M YOUR GIRLFRIEND 
OR SOMETHING, WANT TO KNOW 
WHERE YOU'RE AT--OR IF I KNOW- 
HOW YOUR POWERS WORK. I MEAN 
t ANYTHING/ THEY JUST WANT y 
ANYTHING f _^<La 




y I M AFRAID, ^ 
JIM/ I DON'T 
KNOW.„I'VE-- 
I'VE NEVER BEEN 
THROUGH ANY- 
THING LIKE THIS, 
WHAT SHOULD 1 
DO? HOW DO 
k I MAKE THEM A 
X GO AWAY? A 




W' AND THEY KEEP 
^ SHOWING UP/ THERE ^ 

WERE ONLY A COUPLE, WHEN T 
THEY STARTED FOLLOWING ME- 
I DON'T KNOW HOW MANY THERE 
ARE NOW- 'MAYBE A DOZEN OR 
TWO AND THEY KEEP BANGING ON 
l THE WINDOW AND FLASHING 
L THEIR CAMERAS/ THEY'RE LIKE A 
^ BLOODHOUNDS JUST A 

TAKING PICTURES/ ^ 




m* 




-a, 












<unh?> 


CVtCTOR, 
WAKE UP. > 


* Translated 
fro-m Russian 


CM ASTER... ?> 


rcTHETme ^ 
HAS COME. 
DO YOU STILL 
RECOGNIZE 
L ME?} A 
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1 1 
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< YOUR SHELL 
IT'S SO- IT S 

DIFFERENT.} 


r CYOU 
KNOW 
WHY I'M 
^HEREO 


< SAY MY 
NAME . > 


-*xrou... ^ 

YOU WANT 

fT 

k BACK. > A 


<M ALEBOLGiA.,.} 


VSAVIOR 
OF THE 
DARK.} 


r <TM NOT ^ 
r READY 1 MASTER..'* 
A/or vet: ieeg vdu 

LET ME KEEP IT- - 
l JUST A WHILE 
^ LONGER, > ^ 


<PLEASE„*r 

ST/ti A/EEO jTS 
EMBRACE.} 


r <\T ^ 
WASN'T 
TOURS TO 
. KEEP.} > 


VVOLTVE 

^ SERVED THE PURPOSE ^ 
r I GAVE VO U, A, VO ONE OAT 1 
TQU WILL BE REWARDED FOR 
THAT LOYALTY, BUT NOW- 1 HAVE 
REVEALED MYSELF. DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND? MY PRESENCE IS 
KNOWN BY MY ENEMIES, SO YOU 
AND YOUR OTHER BRETHREN 
k THE KEEPERS OF MY 
FLAME- MUST RETURi 


^ <yve ^ 

GROWN WEARY 
OF LIVING IN 
THE FREAKS 
^ BODY.}* A 


<AND 
SO ITS 
TIME...} 


See issue £00--Todd 
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^ JUST THOUGHT x 
I'D ASK- WANT TO 
MAKE SURE THIS 
DOESN'T GET TOO 
CRAZY, GUYS LIKE 
^ THEM CA N- ^ 

HEY/ 


^ NO. HE > 
TOLD ME TO 
STAY WHERE 
. I WAS, v 


MEAT- 
HEAD I 


T MISS-- ^ 
I HATE TO DO 
THIS-BUT I'M 
GOING TO HAVE 
TO ASK YOU TO 
V LEAVE- V 


r YOU GOING a 
TO LISTEN TO 
ME-OR DO I 
HAVE TO CRACK 
YOU UPSIDE 
L THE HEAD? A 


EASYTHEREr ^ 
GRANDPA.' IT WAS 
ONLY A FEW 
SECONDS. 


NOT ALL 
ALONE. 


MA'AM- SURE ^ 
YOU DON'T WANT 
TO SIT AWAY FROM 
v THE WINDOW? > 


IT'S WEIRD 
r H EV- 'LET S H E S N CT 

VIE GET A SHOT\ MOVING d 
FROM OVER 
^ THERE TOO 


MAYBE > 
SHE LIKES JT. 
r Y-O," \ WANTS TO BE 
6AB¥'-V A DIVA > 
OVER 
HERE M 


TTT^ 





I TOLD YOU 
BOYS TO STAY 


OUTSIDE 










r I CAN'T ^ 
HAVE THIS. 

YOU'RE 
DRIVING ALL 
MY BUSINESS 
^ AWAY, a 


I'M 

SORRY. 


f.J P LEASE- < 
-'SOMEONE'S 
COMING TO GET 
ME, JUST A FEW 
MORE MINUTES. 
. 1 PROMISE, j 


I CAN T GO 
OUT THERE.., 
NOT NOW. 
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— — "6 1 







YOU v . tt: 

KNOW 

THIS 

, GUY? /YES! OF 1 
COURSE/ 
HE'S WHY 
S33 THEY'RE ALL 
1 HERE- -THE 
m CAMERA 


r WHAT ^ 
MAKES H]M 
, SO 
SPECIAL? , 


^ JIM!/ IT S ^ 
YOUH -YOirffE 
HERE! 1 TOLD 
THEM YOU'D 
v COME' v 


YOU 

WON’T RE 
ALONE. 


DIDN’T 
YOU SEE? 


THAT BOY, 
^ AND,,, 


r FELLAS.,, ^ 
IS THAT WHO 
l THINK IT 


/ HE JUST 
MADE OUR 
t NIGHT , 


^ I"M SO ^ 
GLAD YOU'RE 
HERE. THANK 
YOU. THANK 
^ YOU. <• 


r IT S OKAY. ^ 
EVERYTHING'S 
GOING TO BE 
ALRIGHT, 


Bnti, * \ j hl. 

■Bij, ; 4 V m 

V GUYS/ &M 



irrlitW/ x 

\\ \ M 


j > NX 'ipBTOyt?' 




/ mL 

m HE WAS ON 1 

K',\ / .z' 



TV. AND HE 

i BlIVi //.•■«■ 

7 1 jr , "j 


ft HELPED J 
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r YOU ^ 
READY TO 
. GO? 


THINK 

SO, 


^ LOOKS ^ 
CLEAR. I'LL 
TAKE THE 
L LEAD. J 


GOOD. 
THEN 
FOLLOW 
. ME, 







TOMMY 

OVER 

HERE' 


THINK V 

THEY'RE 

COMING /IS THERE 
BACK? / ANOTHER 

^ ^ exit? 



DOWNING, 
OVER HERE/ 


WHAT'S 

HER 

NAME? 


DID YOU ^ 
( MEET AT THE 
^ howV HOSPITAL? 
LONG 

YOU BEEN / 1 1 1 1 
DATING?/! Hf 


^ y ^ 

SWEETHEART/ 
WHAT'S IT 
LIKE DATING 
. JESUS? a 


r DURING ^ 
SEX, DOES 
HE MAKE YOU 
SAY "OH, 
t GOD/”? A 


SARA,. 

DON'T.' 


IT'LL 

ATTRACT 
THE OTHERS, 
JUST KEEP 
MOVING. 


HOW. 


KEEP 

WALKING. 
DON'T SLOW 
DOWN , 


TAKE 

MY CARD" 
I'M FROM 
PLAYBOY. 




YOU// 


" OF YOU!! 1 

YOU SHOULD 
BE ASHAMED 
OF YOURSELVES/ 
TREATING 
L PEOPLE LIKE A 
THIS/ ^ 




■ 














HOW CAM 
THEY BE SO 
CRUEL? 


LISTEN 

TO 

THEM. 




I'M... 

TRYING. 


all right; 

THATS 
ENOUGH/ 
LET US 
through; 
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I S AY 
WE TAKE 
HIM- , 


r so on as ^ 

HE DUCKS THE 
CROWD- -WE GUT 
HIM AND BE 
DONE 
L. WITH IT. 


r BECAUSE THIS ^ 
ISN'T A GAME, WE RE 
SUPPOSE TO OBSERVE 
HIM FIRST, THEN-- 
WHEN IT'S TIME AND 
HE'S ALONE” WE 
^ STRIKE/ ^A 


RUSH. 
BUT WHY 
WHAT'S\ WAIT? 
YOUR rA 

RUSH? - 


AM I 
RIGHT, 
BERNIE-- 
OR AM I 
RIGHT? , 




YOU'RE 

RIGHT 


^ THOSE ARE ^ 
f THE NEW RULES, ^ 
REMEMBER? UNTIL 1 
THEN, WE'RE SUPPOSED 
TO BLEND IN AND MINGLE 
WITH THE IOCALS” 
NOT START DRAWING 
L ATTENTION TO A 
^ OURSELVES, 


W THIS GUY ^ 
r HAS TO BE 1 
MORE THAN 
MEETS THE EYE. 
CAUSE OTHERWISE 
THEY WOULDN'T 
l HAVE CALLED A 
^ US IN. 









r WHAT'RE 
YOU DOING 
HERE, 

, CLOWN? „ 


V BLOOD ^ 
PROMISED 
THERE'D BE NO 
INTERFERENCE 
k. ON THIS. A 


PROTECTING 

my 

INVESTMENT. 


BUT AS YOU KNOW, 

THE CURRENT BATTLEFIELD ^ 
r HERE ON EARTH HAS BECOME 1 
QUITE CROWD ED --WITH EVERYONE 
LOOKING FOR SOME SORT OF 
EDGE. BECAU5E-AND YOU'LL HAVE 
TO TAKE MY WORD FOR THIS- -THE 
WAR WE'RE FIGHTING IS GETTING 
NEAR ITS END. WHICH MEANS 
i SOMEBODY- - SOMEDAY- IS i 
^ GOING TO BE THE CLEAR- ^ 
Jte^ CUT WINNER. 


r HE MEANT ^ 
FROM THE 
OUTSIDE--rM 
FROM THE 
L INSIDE, a 


^ EITHER WAY 
r IT'S NICE TO SEE 1 
YOU BOYS AGAIN. 
WHATS IT BEEN? TWO 
THOUSAND YEARS, 

L GIVE OR TAKE A A 
DECADE. 


AND 1 ^ 
KEEP ASKING 
MYSELF... . 


WE'RE \TH AT, 
FREE- 

LANCE 1 
NOW. m 


WHILE ALL THE 

r OTHERS ARE BUSY FIGHTING ^ 
AMONG THEMSELVES --BREAKING 
INTO SMALLER AND SMALLER 
FACTIONS-WHOEVER'S ABLE TO 
ORGANIZE THEIR ARMY AND STAY 
. FOCUSED WILL BE IN THE BEST . 
POSITION TO WIN,. 


r HEAVEN. ^ 
HELL, EARTH 
THEY'LL ALL 
FALL TO THIS 
^ POWER, a 


r WHATRE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT 
. OLD MAN? J 


r MY SIDE' ^ 
THE ONLY 
SIDE -THAT'S 
POISED FOR 
. VICTORY, j 




1 Hf i \ 1 


rs ■ 


W ?l UDD-- : IE'S 1 
■ ALL - IN W ITH ME. 1 





. ~ HE UNDER J 



HIl/ - r 


WtL ST A \ D 5 V i i AT ' S A 











COOL, 
I'VE GOT 
IT, 


WHAT IF ^ 
THE OPPOSITE 
HAPPENS?.., . 


r no ^ 

/YOU DON'T/ 1 
CAUSE I DON'T 
HEAR FEAR 
IN YOUR 

L. voice, A 


7 YOU 60 ^ 
AT THIS GUY 
RELAXED HE'LL 
SLAUGHTER 
YOU AND NOT 
KNOW HOW 
L HE DID IT. A 


imtui 

toamu 


} 1 BEG TO DIFFER.^ 

BUT THAT'S NEITHER 1 
HERE NOR THERE. FACT 
IS--BLUDD'S W]TH ME* 
MEANS YOU'RE WITH j 
^ ME, AND-- 


JUST 
HEAR ME 
OUT, 


I RESPECT 
THE THREE OF YOU, 
YOU'RE TRULY SOME- 
THING special; and 

BEING THE LAST OF THE 
OLD GUARD -WITH THE 
POWERS YOU'RE 
ENDOWED WITH- 
THAT'S THE STUFF 
OF LEGENDS, 


BUT I'M HERE 
TO WARN YOU- - 
WHATEVER YOU'RE 
USED TO DEALING 
WITH ON THESE 
TYPES OF 
ASSIGNMENTS., 






BECAUSE THIS 
NEW SPAWN- HE'S ^ 
THE REAL DEAL, THING IS 1 
HE DOESN'T KNOW HOW 
SPECIAL HE IS. NOT YET, 
ANYWAY. THAT IGNORANCE 
IS THE BIGGEST ADVANTAGE 
WE'VE GOT GOING FOR 
US. AND I'M HERE TO 
TELL YOU 

I DON'T CARE 
WHAT OUR OTHER 
ENEMIES DO FROM HERE 
ON OUT. IF WE GET CONTROL 
THIS SPAWN'S COSTUME THEY 
LOSE, NO MATTER HOW MANY 
THEY RECRUIT- -IT WON'T 
MATTER, THAT GUY DOWN 
THERE TRUMPS 
THEM ALU 


MULTIPLY 
IT BY TEN! 


SO YOU 
AND BLUDD 
WANT HIM 
TESTED. 


WHICH IS WHY 
&LUDD CALLING 
YOU IN ON THIS 
EXCITES ME TO 
NO END. TELLS ME 
HE'S THINKING 
ABOUT THE FULL 
SCOPE OF THIS 
SITUATION. 
















r WHAT ~ 

IF WE KICK 
YOUR PRECIOUS 
HELLS PAWN'S 
L ASS? J 


r THIS IS ^ 
OUR ONLY 
CHANCE, 
SO-- CAN I 
COUNT ON 
k YOU? , 


SOUNDS 

K a POSITION K, REASON - 
NEAR MY \ ABLE. 
SIDE. AND FULL 
AUTHORITY 
OVER THOSE 
WHO HAVE 
L JOINED ME, A 


GOOD' 
r THEN THE ONLY 
THING THE THREE 
OF YOU NEED TO 
WORRY ABOUT IS 
PUSHING MR. 
DOWNING TO 
k HIS LIMITS. ^ 


THINK 
YOU CAN 
HANDLE 
THAT? 


I LIKE THE 
OPTIMISM/ 


I GUESS WE LL 
SEE, WON'T WE? AND 
DON'T TAKE THIS THE 
WRONG WAY- -BUT I 
SURE AS HELL HOPE HE 
KICKS YOUR ASS, 


r BECAUSE IF 

OUR LITTLE SPAWN 
DOWN THERE AIN'T UP TO 
THE CHALLENGE YOU THREE 
REPRESENT- WHICH IS SAYING 
SOMETHING BECAUSE FEW JN 
HISTORY HAVE- -THEN THE 
SHIT5TORM THAT'S COMING 
WILL BOWL US 
OVER TOO. 


WHAT'S 
IN IT FOR 
US? 


WE'LL TAKE 
YOUR NEW 
PUPPET AND 
BEAT HIM TO 
A PULP/ 


"JUST DONT UNDERESTIMATE 
THE MAN- -AS FAR AS I CAN 
TELL, HE'S THE GREATEST 
WEAPON EVER CONCEIVED." 


\ ' T; M 


! 

\ M mm 

v i Kb* 
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r 'HE LIGHTS. 
I--I THINK I'M 
SOIAG TO EE 
SICK. j 


CAIN T 


IHEHIS 

T'QO 

1V1ANT OF 
. THEM J 


•ViAK F 

THEM SO 
A WAV .. 


r WE MEED 
TO SET TO TH E 
. SU&WAT. . 


'THIS IS 
CQTT 1 NC 
OUT OF 
CONTROL 


E NEED ■ 
SOME ROO,Vl. r 

f^lease .- 1 stcf j 

CROWDING. 


r YOU’RE 
MAKING HER 

. sick: > 


HERE, TAKE ^ 
MY COAT. PUT 
IT OVER YOUR 
. HEAD. , 


T CAN'T YOU N 
SEE WHAT YOU’RE 
DOING? SHE’S 
GOING TO PASS 

V OUT! 


r l SWEAR r 
IF ANY 
OF YOU 
HURT HER 
l m... . 
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YOU 
PUSHED 
HIM' I 
SAW IT. 


SOMEONE 
CALL 911. 


t NO I 
DIDN'T' 


r HE WAS 
CROWDING ME.. 
TRYING TO GET 
t PICTURES. 


r HE NEEDS ~ 
HELP NOW/ HE'S 
BLEEDING TOO 
MUCH/ IS THERE 
A DOCTOR 
^ HERE?/ A 


r BREATHING'S ^ 
SHALLOW. HEART 
. RATE'S LOW. 


HE ^ 
DOESN'T 
HAVE 
LONG. , 


HE'S GOING ^ 
INTO SHOCK, JIM/ I'M 
GOING TO USE YOUR 
COAT!... AND KEEP THAT 
CR OWD BA CKf A 




■‘■‘T ■ - r- 




WHAT 

HAPPENED? 


r DID ^ 
ANYONE CALL 
311?/ j 


. 


V. 

la*- Jpir iV’VtT**'! 

. ■•JBSSl. TJT. rVM?* 
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COME ON ' 
COME ON.' 
BREATHE' 


T 1 CANT ^ 
STEM THE 
BLEEDING/ GIVE 
(VIE YOUR 
SHIRT' A 


WHY 1 
DO YOU 
NEED 
MY rr+ , 


r JUST GIVE ^ 
ME YOUR DAMN 
SHIRT/ I NEED TO 
MAKE SOME 
t TOURNIQUETS' A 






T i 



jrTp 






Mi 1 


. ** | 
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r 1 THINK ^ 
THIS SHOULD 
WORK, JUST 
NEED TO GET 
HIS BACK- 
SIDE... A 


THERE'S 

MORE/ 


TOO 

MANY. 


HE'S 1 
BLEEDING 
OUT, 


I CANT, 
STOP IT. 


r HE'S 
GOING TO 
. DIE, 


C'MON, 
DOWNING 
DO SOME- 
THING. 


LOOK 
AT HIM 


W WHY \ 
r CANT HE ^ 
SAVE HIM? 
THAT'S WHAT 
HE DID . 
L ON TV, A 


r YEAH, N 
I WATCHED 
k HIM, , 










SAW IT 
TOO,,, 


,,-SAw 
WHAT YOU 
DID, 


W YOU'RE HIS ^ 
ONLY CHANCE, I 
CAN'T HELP ANYMORE 
AND THE AMBULANCE 
WONT GET HERE 
^ IN' TIME, 


HE 

CAN GO TO 
HELL . 


NO. 
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WHAT'S GOfNG ^ 
THROUGH YOUR 
HEAD?/ HE NEEDS 
^ YOUR HELP// j 


CAN’T 
YOU SEE 
t THAT? , 


SO -- ' 
WHAT5 
WRONG? 


YOU'RE THE ^ 
r O/VLY OA/£ WHO 1 
CAN DO SOMETHING/ 
SO DON'T YOU DARE 
STAND THERE AND 
TELL ME YOU'RE 
WILLING TO LET 

HIM VW! 


r YOU'RE 
A BETTER 

MAN than 
. THAT. . 


^ WE DIDN'T DO THIS. ^ 
THEY DID. ALL OF THEM/ 
CROWDING AND PUSHING 
EACH OTHER- -THE WAY 
THEY TREATED YOU- - LIKE A 
PACK OF WOLVES.' * ^ 


r IT'S 1 
NOT 
ABOUT 
i THAT. 


IT'S ' 
ABOUT 
HIM. , 


YOU LOOK ^ 
ME IN THE 
EYE AND SAY 
, THAT/ A 


I DON'T 
BELIEVE 
W 


* See last issue- -Todd 


< LISTEN > 
TO HER * 
MAN. YOU 
HAVE TO 
v TRY* > 


r BECAUSE IF ^ 

YOU DON'T TRY M 
SOMETHING--! 
PROMISE YOU-- M 
^ HE LL DIE. 

- SO WE'REl 

W BEYOND 

WHAT THEY DID 

. M TOME. LET 

THAT GO. A 
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NOW 

STAY 

HERE. 


Thank 

you. 


r 



w 



M 

Wjj 


|fcWl 


■ I 

ijl’ 

1 

Ji 



r 

a 

53S5J} 

I 




'"E 

■=r|3 



1 V 

i ' 
1 

lit 1 / . 



SPV i 'At VB / 












— 


r THE ^ 
DU M BASS 
IS ABOUT TO 
BLOW HIS 
l COVER. J 


WHY 
WOULD 
HE DO 
THAT? 


WHAT'S 

HE 

DOING? 


BECAUSE 

HE'S 

WEAK. 









COME 

on; 


GGDAMMJT7 
work; why 
WONT IT,. 
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V 7 /T,r\ 1 f 
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V 
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wha...? 


WHA "'S Iff 

GOING 

ON? WHERE'S... 
MY 

1 1 CAMERA? 


WHERE'D 
HE COME 
FROfVL^ 


r DID 
YOU SEE 
l THAT . 


WOW 


\ MOM 7 
, I YOU \ 
/AREN'T 
GOING TO 
&ELIEVE 
L THIS A 


DOWNING 
OVER HERE 


1 BILL, 

) YOU 
GETTING 
THESE/ 
. SHOTSi 


AT Y 

HAPPE 

lyAcou LDNT 
/he Sj SHIT 1 SEE * 


THE 

DUDE'S 
l ALIVE/ HE 

HEALED 

I 


DOWNING 

OUT 
H OF MY 
WHAT\ WAY 


WHO 
IS THIS 
GUY . 


r CALL > 
THE OFFICE 
w NOW 


THAT LIGHT 
WAS LIKE AN 
EXPLOSION 


r THAT'S ^ 
WHY 1 WAS 
TRYING TO 
WARN 
k YOU/ a 


THAT THE 
COSTUME 
OR DID 
DOWNING 
DO 

L THAT? 


r THIS ^ 
COMPLICATES 
OUR 

. MISSION* , 


+ Last issue-- Todd 
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ISJO... NO, ^B 

f I'M NOT SAYING 1 
THAT. I'M JUST SAYING 
]T ISN'T TOTALLY UP TO 
DATE AND I KNOW THE 
COURTS HAVE THEIR 
OWN INTERNAL SYSTEM 
FOR FILES. I JUST 
THOUGHT YOU COULD 
s CHECK ON SOME- j 
\ THING FOR ME. < 


r RIGHT, BUT ^ 
WE BOTH 
KNOW THEIR 
WEBSITE ISN'T 
COMPLETELY 
l ACCURATE. . 


HEY, 

MITCH. 

MARC 

ROSEN 

HERE. 


LOOK- ^B 
Y YEAH, I KNOW ^ 
IT'S LATE. I JUST... 1 
I'M LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING AND 
I'VE ALREADY TRIED 
THE COUNTY'S 
t ONLINE A 
^ DATA BAS E . jA 


mr no- ^ 

r I DON'T NEED IT 
THIS SECOND. BUT 
I WAS HOPING YOU 
COULD DIG INTO IT 
AT YOUR OFFICE 
k TOMORROW. A 


IT'S NOT ^ 
r LIKE I'M ASKING 
YOU TO HACK NORAD, 
JUST LOOKING FOR A 
l SIMPLE MARRIAGE 
^ LICENSE. A 


WHAT'S^ 

THAT? W YOU SAW ^ 

► the karlene 1 

PHILLIPS SHOW? 
j YEAH, 
m HE'S THE GUY 
B 1 TV. WORKING i 
Bk WITH. A 


r CAN ^ 
YOU DO 
THIS FOR 
t ME? 


^ KINDA, 

V YEAH. I'M LIKE A 
HIS MANAGER 
NOW. BUT SINCE YOU 
SAW THE SHOW YOU 
KNOW HE'S HAVING 
TROUBLE GETTING 
L HIS LIFE BACK J 
TOGETHER... A 


YOU 

ALMOST 

DONE? 


WHAT? 


^ I WISH. ^ 
¥ AFTER JIM ^ 
J DROPPED THIS 1 
BOMBSHELL ON 
ME, I'VE BEEN 
TRYING TO DIG UP 
INFORMATION 
FORHIM.IT , 
i MIGHT TAKE A 
^ AWHILE, A 


W NO. I DIDN'T ^ 
SAY HE WAS MARRIED, 
I SAID HE MAY HAVE 
BEEN. I'M TRYING TO 
FIND ANY RECORD OF- 
um --COULD YOU 
HOLD ON? A 


WAS HE 
REALLY 
MARRIED? 






WHAT-? 


► HEY, 
r SORRY 1 
ABOUT THAT. 
SO- YOU 
THINK CAN 
HELP ME j 
L OUT? / 


r YOU HAVEN'T ^ 
STOPPED 
DROOLING OVER 
HIM SINCE 
h. YOU MET, A 


r I DON T KNOW. % 
MAYBE. THE PICTURE 
SUGGESTS HE WAS, BUT 
AT THIS POINTI HAVE 
NO IDEA. WHY DO 
YOU CARE? V 


tr WHATEVER' ^ 
f SOMEDAY, I'D ^ 
LIKE MY BOYFRIEND 
BACK, SO MAYBE 
WHEN YOU GET DONE 
RUNNING ERRANDS 
FOR YOUR NEW BFF 
YOU'LL FIND TIME IN 
YOUR BUSY SCHEDULE 
TO PAY ATTENTION 
k TO YOUR GIRL- A 
^ FRIEND. 


BZZZiTi 


APPRECIATE 

THAT. 

^ HUH? a 


YEAH. NO. ^ ■ 

T I REALLY DO, I'VE SEEN IT ^ 
WITH MY OWN EYES- HE'S GOT 1 
SOMETHING SPECIAL. I KNOW 
MOST OF THOSE DAYTIME SHOWS 
ARE FULL OF SHIT, BUT THAT WASN'T 
FAKE. WHAT YOU SAW ON THE 
k KARLEN E PHILLIPS SHOW WAS^ 
THE REAL DEAL, 


^ NO. 

W PROBABLY NOT, ^ 
THE GUY'S LIFE IS A 1 
BLANK SLATE, I'VE BEEN 
TRYING FOR WEEKS TO 
FIND ANYTHING ABOUT 
HIM BEFORE HIS COMA. 
NOTHING'S OUT THERE. 
IT S LIKE HE DIDN'T 
EXIST BEFORE HE 
k WOKE UP IN THAT A 
^ HOSPITAL. 


r COOL, 1 
THANKS 
AGAIN. CALL 
ME IF YOU 
FIND 

ANYTHING, 
k BYE. A 









SARA, 1 
GRAB MY 

hand: , 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


IGETTING 
I US OUT 
OF HERE/ 
. NOW.. 


RUN ! 


™ NOT 
r THE \ DEALING 
POLICE-- \ WITH THAT 
WHAT 1 NOW/ , 
ABOUT 
THEM? m 


r I. ..YOU ^ 
NEED SLOW- 
DOWN/ 
YOU'RE 
GOING TOO 
t FAST/ 4 


r QUICK/ IN ^ 
HERE/ BEFORE 
THEY COME 
AROUND THE 
v CORNER/ , 


r DO 
YOU HEAR 
ME?/ 
















^ NOf NOT ^ 
UNTIL I GET SOME 
. ANSWERS.' ^ 


< WHAT'S WRONG 

WITH YOU? WHY' RE YOU 
r ACTING LIKE THIS? SOMETHING'S ^ 
WRONG- -TELL ME*- WHAT IS IT? AND 
WHY DID YOU HESITATE BACK THERE?/ 
THAT MAN WAS DYING -THERE WAS 
NOTHING TO THINK ABOUT/ YOU SHOULD 
l HAVE DONE IT ON YOUR OWN A 
^ WITHOUT ME HAVING TO BEG 
few YOU I HE WAS DYING' 


DON'T 

YOU GET HE WAS 
THAT?/ a DYING/ 


IT YOUR ^ 
r ACTIONS DON'T 
MAKE ANY SENSE/ 
YOU HELP A BOY 


THEY'LL 

HEAR 

US/ 


THEN 

MAKE 

ME/ 


IT/ ^ BECAUSE... 
r I DON'T UNDER- ^ 
f STAND IT MYSELF/ THE ' 
HEALING/ MY LIFE/ THE 
COMA / IT'S ALL" IT'S JUST A 
MESS/ 1 CANT FIGURE OUT 
HOW I GOT THESE POWERS . 
k OR HOW THEY WORK A 
AND... 


AND I ^ 
DON'T KNOW 
WHO I AM/ I THINK 
ABOUT THAT EVERY 
MINUTE. EVERY 
SECOND/ A 


WHO ^ 
THE HELL 
AMt?L' 


IT'S ALL 
DRIVING ME 

. CfZAZY* 


r YOU Rt ■ 

L RIGHT 

YOU'RE ^ ' 1 
W GOING ^ 
F THROUGH A LOT A 
f I CANT BEGIN TO 
IMAGINE WHAT THAT 
MUST BE LIKE- BUT 
YOU HAVE A GIFT GOD'S 
GIVEN YOU A GIFT SOME- 
THING SO SPECIAL... 
l SO MIRACULOUS... 
k YOU COULD A 
fe CHANGE THE A\ 
fe. WORLD. Ami'ti 
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i ON TV. BUT YOU 
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BH& WON'T HELP A MAN M 1 
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r HEY ^ 
GUYS' 1 
DOWN 
HERE.' I SEE 
SOME- 
L THING.' / 


SARA,., 
DO YOU 
TRUST 
ME? 


OF COURSE 
IDO. WITH ALL 
MY HEART. 


THAT'S 
ALL I 
NEEDED 
TO 

KNOW, 


COME 

HERE.., 


r riw 1 

GOING 

TO 

SQUEEZE 

YOU 

l TIGHT, a 


SWEAR 


r I SAW ^ 
THEM. THEY 
WERE BOTH 
HERE. . 


1 % W- 

a X X- 

I 4 fyj 

i ’ 1 






BECAUSE 
THUS- -IT'S MY 
APARTMENT, 


KNOW. 


BUT 

HOW..,? 


Wr I JUST 
~ THOUGHT ^ 
ABOUT BEING HERE 
I HAVE AS MANY 
UNANSWERED 
. QUESTIONS AS 
YOU DO, 




YOU'RE W ■ 
SCARING ] 

. ME, ^ 
THIS 

CAN'T 

V BE. 


WHY? 


r 


T W.; : 




*35 • 


r NOW YOU 
KNOW WHAT I'VE 
BEEN TRYING TO 
. DEALING WITH. 


GOODBYE, 

SARA. 


AND I 1 
HOPE YOU! 

DON'T 
HATE ME J 
FOR IT. A 





r ITS FUNNY ^ 
HOW YOU 
KEEP FINDING 
YOUR WAY 
L BACK HERE. , 
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RELAX. 
IT'S JUST 
ME. . 


WHERE 
W HELL 

you 


AROUND, 


YOU TOLL? \ 
Me we WAV TO 1 
&E CAREFUL- - 
WAV TO WWZ. ANP 
, TWm YOU XI £T . 
LEFT/ V 


WHICH 

'WA3? 


r HAD A 
TO THINK. 
BUT 1 SEE 
VOU 
DIDN'T 
TAKE MY 
k ADVICE. * 


TWE5HOW \ 
WA$ TLJATA WAY ~ 
TO MAKE MONEY. 
ANt? WHAT HAPPENED 
l ON 1WE STREET h-1 

V oim'TWAveA 

V CHOICE, 


ABOUT 

W HIDING* Y 
w DAYTIME TALK \ 
r SHOWS, PUBLIC \ 
DISPLAYS OF 
POWER- -THOSE 
AREN'T USUALLY 
THE ACTIONS OF 
SOMEONE MAKING 
AN EFFORT TO 
AVOID i 
L OUTSIDE J 
^ ATTENTION.^ 


r THAT'S fc- ^ | 1^'^ 

a\ excuse . 1 t VH 

YOU ALWAYS 

E flHHHjl 

t CHOICE. ^ 

^ I KEEP TELLING 

hr YOU- YOU'RE A TARGET. 

^ THAT SUIT. YOUR POWERS. ^ 
W THEY WANT THEM- -WANT TO 1 
W CONTROL THEM, AND NOW THAT 
i I THINK ABOUT IT-- HIDING FROM 
i THE WORLD WOULD ONLY MAKE IT 
ft EASIER FOR THEM- -HEAVEN, HELL, 
K BOTH OF THEM WANT YOU TO BE 
|L ALONE, WHERE THEY CAN ATTACK, 
WITHOUT ANYONE AROUND A 
:olk TO WITNESS THEIR 
ACTIONS. 


SO I SAY... 

^ SCREW 'EM / GO FOR ^ 
IT' BASK IN THE LIMELIGHT. ' 
BECAUSE THE MORE EYES ON 
YOU, THE HARDER IT'LL BE FOR 
ANY OF THEM TO GET CLOSE 
ENOUGH TO POSE ANY REAL 
L THREAT WITHOUT REVEALING J 
THEMSELVES. 


THEY WANT THIS SIDE OF YOU. DONT 1 
TO DO.' LET THEM KNOW JIM DOWNING 
AND SPAWN ARE ONE AND THE 
■ SAME. BECAUSE IF YOU DO-- 
THEY'LL TURN ON YOU. THIS 
U CU LTU RE HAT ES A SINN ER, 

L JIMMY BOY, AND THEY LOVE TO 
TEAR DOWN THEIR SAINTS A 
^ AN D R I G H T N GW. . . A 

YOU RE BOTH/ _ W 


f TRUST ME/...^ft 


Wf LCXT 

f THAT'S THE ■ 

“ JUS" DEV'l^ 

\ t^y n,n:; i « 

l LAST THING r 

Srr 

w ! \ \ YOU. / 1 
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r THEY HAVE ^ 
BEEN, OFF AND 
ON FOR 
CENTURIES, j 


r 1 MEAN** ^ 
IT'S NOT LIKE 
1 CAN TURN 
INTO A 61 ANT 
MONSTER AND 
TEAR FEOPLE'S 
HEARTS 
k OUT/ A 


YES'-- 

w DON'T BE SO 
W SURPRISED "YOU M 
f DO this right AND ^ 
YOU CAN ALMOST 
BECOME IMMORTAL / 
BUT THE REASON THEY’RE 
FOCUSED ON YOU, AND 
NOT ME, IS OBVIOUS- 
JUST LOOK AT MBf I'M 
A SHORT FAT BALD 
, GUY/ THEY EVENTUALLY 
k FIGURED I WASN'T A J 
k THREAT TO THEM A 
Pv ANYMORE. Am 


W BUT I CAN 
r GUIDE OTHERS, ^ 
SHOW THEM HOW TO 
NOT MAKE THE SAME 
MISTAKES I DID. 

. THAT S THE POWER , 
I HAVE LEFT. A 


...HOW MANY EMPIRES ^ 
WE'VE SEEN FALL OVER THE 
CENTURIES? THE ASSYRIANS. THE 
MONGOLS. ALEXANDER. ROME. 
SO MANY OTHERS. ^ 


HAVE YOU 
EVER 

WONDERED, 


ALL EVENTUALLY 
r FALTERED OR HAD THEIR ^ 
POWER BASES STRIPPED FROM 
THEM. NONE WERE CAPABLE 
OF HOLDING ONTO 
k THAT WHICH THEY HAD a 
CONQUERED. ^ 


BUT NOW-- WE'RE 
AT A PRECIPICE, WE HAVE 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO FINALLY 
ACCOMPLISH WHAT NONE OF 
THOSE CIVILIZATIONS WERE 
ABLE TO DO-' TO CONTROL 
^ OUR DESTINY f A 


INSTEAD 

THEY FADED INTO 
. HISTORY, j 


r THAT S 1 
WHY I'VE 
CALLED 
YOU 

L HERE ... j 

















... AND 

W WHY I'VE ^ 
f RISKED PL AC! MG 1 
YOU ONTO THE FIELD 
OF PLAY, DESPITE THE 
CAREFUL PLANNING 
BY OUR PEOPLE 
ACROSS THE GLOBE, 
WE'VE ALWAYS BEEN 
AT A DISADVANTAGE 
WHEN FACED WITH 
t THE SHEER MIGHT / 
k OF OUR / 
tfflk ENEMIES, y\ 


BUT THIS NEW 
HELLSPAWN-THIS JIM ^ 
DOWNING- -REPRESENTS OUR 
greatest opportunity yet, 

I BELIEVE His POTENTIAL TO . 
BE NEAR LIMITLESS,, 


W WE ^ 

r COULDN'T’ 
COMPETE 
AGAINST 
HEAVEN'S OR 
HELL'S 
, BLOATED 
k ARMIES- A 


...THE GUY'S ^ 
BECOMING SOMETHING 
OF A CELEBRITY, AND HlS 
STUNT TODAY ISN'T GOING 
^ TO HELP MATTERS, 


THIS MEDIA 
ATTENTION IS 
GOING TO 
TURN INTO A 
. CIRCUS/ , 


r MY PLAN IS ^ 
TO MAKE HIM 
LOYAL TO OUR 
CAUSE. NOT 
. THEIRS. A 


r AS WE 
SAID EARLIER 
^ BLUDD... 


r SO, IF YOU ^ 
WANT US TO TEST HIM, 
I RECOMMEND WE DO 
IT SOONER RATHER 
v THAN LATER, ^d 


THEN GO 
NOW- 
TONIGHT. 


MY BIGGER 

/ CONCERN IS THAT N 
r YOU SEE FOR YOUR- ^ 
SELVES IF MR. DOWNING 
IS WORTHY OF OUR 
ATTENTION, OR IF 
HE'S JUST ANOTHER IN 
l A LONG LINE OF . 
MEANINGLESS A 
"PAWNS." 


r Y QU 
WANT US 
TO NOTIFY 
THE 

.CLOWN? , 


I'LL DEAL 
WITH HIM 
F HE FINDS 
OUT. 




r DETECTIVE ^ 
WILLIAMS. THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR 
PATIENCE. ^ 


r AS YOU KNOW, 

WE'VE BEEN KEEPING A ^ 
CLOSE EYE ON YOUR 
PARTNER'S STATUS, WHILE THE 
INITIAL TRAUMA WAS DUE TO A 
SEVERE BLOCKAGE IN HIS 
DORSAL AORTA, HIS BODY ISN'T 
t ACTING LIKE THAT OF A A 
CARDIAC PATIENT, 


W HIS LAST Tl 
BATCH OF TESTS 
RULED OUT SOME 
OF OUR POTENTIAL 
CONCERNS BUT 
THERE WERE A FEW 
ABNORMAL 
READINGS THAT 
WARRANT FURTHER 
L EXAMINATION, J 


MEANING, HE'S 
r NOT IMPROVING LIKE * 
WE WOULD HAVE HOPED. 
THE GOOD NEWS IS- -HE 
DOESN'T SEEM TO BE 
GETTING WORSE, AND 
THAT. DESPITE EVERYTHING 
k ELSE IS A REASON FOR A 
X OPTIMISM. 
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OUR NEKT ^ 
W MOVE IS TO 
M SEND THE RESULTS 
OUT TO A COUPLE 
1 OF SPECIALISTS 
P\ TO GET THEIR 
^►^OPINIONS.^^ 

WE HAVE V fl 
TIV.c FOR 1 I 
THAI? M m 


I BELIEVE SO. 

r SINCE HE'S STABILIZED^ 
THIS'LL BE OUR BEST 1 
OPPORTUNITY, I CAN'T MAKE 
ANY PROMISES HOW LONG 


IT'S ALMOST 
LIKE HIS BODY 
IS RE- WIRING 
ITSELF,., , 


BUT AS I SAID, 

r MOST OF HES OTHER VITALS ™ 
SEEM TO BE NORMAL FOR A MAN 
HIS AGE AND WEIGHT. WHAT'S 
COM PL E GATING MATTERS- -AS YOU 
MIGHT 1MAGINE-IS DETECTIVE 
V BURKE'S LACK OF A 

PREVENTATIVE CARE. 


B WE RE STILL 

j TO DETERMINE N, 

SOME OTHER AREAS 

ERN ARE A DIRECT 

US HEART ATTACK OR 

W PRODUCT OF HIS 

HY DIET THROUGH A 
ueveAnc 

//always S beenW 

{[ STUBBORN ■ 

>>^WELL, I'D UKE Ss ^- __ ^ 

^ YOUR HELP IN FORC£FULLY^^ t ^ 
RECOMMENDING HE CHANGE m ^ 
THOSE WAYS, ONCE HIS 1 

CONDITION IS STABILIZED, ID Mm, 
HATE TO SEE HIM BACK HERE AS 
v BECAUSE OF TOO MUCH / M 1 

\ FAST FOOD. 111 


mmm 


r NOW GO 1 
HOME TO 
YOUR FAMILY, 
I LL CALL YOU 
THE MINUTE 
WE HAVE ANY 
FURTHER 
k. NEW'S. A 


UNDER 

STOOD 


.1 1- 1 
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go 
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pi 


^ -THAT CONDITION WILL LAST. M 

fa g:ven the number of M 

’V.. AND WE DON'T 

tmgggl ^ IRREGULAR READ \GS 

KNOW WHY THAT WOULD 

^ WE'RE SEEING. ^ 

BE HAPPENING." 

L J 











r WHAT? NO ^ 
WAY' I THOUGHT 
YOU BROKE UP 
WITH HER A 
COUPLE MONTHS 
AGO/ V 


HEY, KYLE-- 
I DIDN'T WAKE 
L YOU, DID I? 


THAT SOUNDS X 
LIKE A NEUROTIC 
LOVESICK BACHELOR 
TALKING. THAT'S NOT 
WHY I CALLED, A 
V THOUGH. A 


y REMEMBER THAT ^ 
W REPORT YOU DID 
f LAST YEAR ABOUT THE 
GUY THAT DID FORENSIC 
EVIDENCE TESTING?... NO, 
NO NOT THE TALL BLONDE 
CHRIST/ DO YOU EVER 
GIVE IT A REST?- -NO, I'M 
TALKING ABOUT THE 
OTHER GUY THE ONE 
L THAT DID SOME 
k, CARBON DATING ON A 
DOCUMENTS. ^ 


THAT'S 

HIM/ 


Mr OH. IT S ^ 
~ JUST THIS GUY”1 
YOU KNOW, ‘THE 
HEALER'- HE GAVE 
ME SOMETHING 
k AND I'M TRYING A 
Y TO SEE IF... A 


FIND IT 
AGAIN?- 
L GREAT/ 


WHAT WAS HIS 
WEBSITE CALLED 
b^ AGAIN? > 


MARC// 


HANG 
ON A 
SEC. 


r I'M ON ^ 
THE PHONE / 
ILL BE 
DONE IN A 
l WHILE ! < 


r GET ^ 
YOUR ASS 
IN HERE/ 

. HOW!! A 


r 1 VE i 

GOTTA GO. 

SUSAN'S 
HAVING HER 
PERIOD OR 
SOME- 
L THING. A 


r I REALLY ^ 
NEED THAT 
INFO FIRST 
THING 

TOMORROW, 
L OKAY? > 


THANKS 


rt .■ 

: V'YQU STILL^fil 



^JHJMK^P 


~ "* » V ' 


^ HAVE A CONTACT 



I YOU CAN ■ 












NWC 



F LOOK, ^ 
SUSAN, I'M 
SORRY 
. I'VE.,. _ 


r l PONT ^ 
CARE ABOUT 
THAT' HAVE YOU 
CH ECKED YOUR 
TEXT MESSAGES 
L. LATELY? ^A 


WHY? 


^ LOOK I 1 

HOW'S HE-- 
I MEAN. MY 
GOD/ - - WHAT 
THE HELL ]S 
THAT? A 


Z BEFORE X 
POLICE COULD ^ 
ARRIVE HE FLED 
ON FOOL 
AUTHORITIES ARE 
STILL TRYING TO 
V LOCATE HIM... V 


r ...BUT AS X 
YOU'VE SEEN 
FROM THESE 
VIDEOS, THE 
MYSTERY OF 
JIM DOWNING 
CONTINUES TO 
L ESCALATE, y 


EYEWITNESSES 

W HAVE ALL CONFIRMED WHAT x 
SEEMS TO BE AN ACT OF IMPOSSIBLE 
MAGNITUDE / WE'LL STAY LIVE WITH 
THIS STORY AFTER THE BREAK, AS WE 
TALK TO EXPERTS REPRESENTING 
.BOTH MEDICAL AND THEOLOGICAL . 
VIEWPOINTS , 


...is 

GOING 
TO BE 
HUGE . 11 
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Hellspwn: You see this yet? 
AngelsRQK: See what? 

Hellspwn: Where you been hiding? 


Helispwn: The dude in New York 


AngelsRQK: Lots of ''dudes' there. Which one? 
Hellspwn: The one THAT WAS ON TV!!!! 


AngelsRQK: Still don't know what 
you Ye talking about. 


Hellspwn: WOW] Do a search for ‘Jim Downing' 
Ang e IsRG K : That phony heale r g uy? 


Hellspwn: Yeah 









615756 

views 


Red ee mer69 : He's right- This is. AMAZING I ! ! 


Hellspwn: Just watch the clip!!!] 


Redeemed: Because it might be REAL!!? 


AngelsRQK: Why? 










IX AMATEUR FOOTAGE 

" HAS BEGUN FLOODING ITS ' 
WAY ONTO THE INTERNET AND 
VARIOUS NEWS CUTLETS. THESE 
CLIPS SHOW A WAN NAMED JIM 
DOWNING AS HE- SOME HOW- 
v WILLS A SEVERELY INJURED j 

X MAN BACK TO HEALTH . ^ 


X MR, DOWNING WAS X 
Y ALSO SEEN A FEW DAYS \ 
AGO PERFORMING A SIMILAR 
ACT OF MERCY ON THE KARLENE 
PHILLIPS SHOVV. MOST CRITICS 
VIEWED THAT AS NOTHING MORE 
THAN A RATINGS STUNT— BUT 
THESE LATEST VIDEOS NOW GIVE 
CREDENCE TO WHAT SOME EYE- 
, WITNESS ACCOUNTS ARE . 
L CALLING A 'REAL LIFE S 
Ik RESURRECTION.- .X 


New York City. 
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RECAPPING OUR TOP STORY-- 
V THE STREETS OF NEW YORK BECAME THE SITE ” 
OF WHAT SOME DOCTORS ARE CALLING A ’GENUINE 
MIRACLE/ A PERSON IDENTIFIED AS JIM DOWNING 
HAS AGAIN PERFORMED A FEAT THAT, AS YET, CANNOT 
BE EXPLAINED AWAY. THIS MARKS THE THIRD SUCH 
OCCURRENCE IN WHICH MR. DOWNING A 
WAS AT THE CENTER. 


THE FIRST WAS A STRING OF 
INEXPLICABLE RECOVERIES AT TWO NEW YORK CITY 
HOSPITALS. CERTAIN PATIENTS HAD SEEN IN CLOSE 
CONTACT WITH ANOTHER PATIENT, WHO DOCTORS 
^ ARE IDENTIFYING AS MR. DOWNING, 


THEN RECENTLY, ON LIVE TELEVISION, 

^ HE CURED A YOUNG BOY'S UNTREATA&LE ^ 

CONDITION. IN BOTH INSTANCES, OUR PRODUCERS LEARNED 
THAT A GROUP OF DOCTORS PERFORMED THOROUGH 
TESTS ON THESE 'CURED' PATIENTS. CONFIRMING THE 

AILMENTS HAD COMPLETELY DISAPPEARED. ^ 


A MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS 
ARE AT A LOSS 
FOR ANY 
EXPLANATION. ^ 


SO, WHAT HAD 

T FIRST SEEMED A HOAX IS FAST ^ 
BECOMING A NATIONAL STORY. AS 
REPORTED EARLIER, MR. DOWNING 
HAD ONLY RECENTLY COME OUT 
OF A COMA. BUT, TRY AS THEY MIGHT, 
HIS DOCTORS HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO 
CONFIRM HIS IDENTITY, TO DATE, 
NO BACKGROUND INFORMATION OR 
RECORDS HAVE SURFACED,. 
k MR. DOWNING HIMSELF SEEMS 
hs UNABLE TO PROVIDE ANY DETAILS A 
1 RELATING TO HIS PAST. AM 


WITNESSES TO 

W THE LATEST 'MIRACLE' ^ 
SAID MR. DOWNING FLED 
WITH A FEMALE COMPANION, 
SOMEHOW ELUDING REPORTERS 
WHEN QUESTIONED AS TO HIS 
k WHEREABOUTS, THE POLICE a 
HAD NO COMMENT, AM 
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"HIS FLIGHT FROM 
THE SCENE HAS 
INTRODUCED THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A 
TROUBLED PAST, 
AUTHORITIES 
CONTINUE TO LOOK 
FOR BOTH MR. 
DOWNING AND 
THE YOUNG FEMALE 
HE WAS LAST SEEN 
WITH, 


"BY ONE ACCOUNT 
MR, DOWNING AND THE 
WOMAN SEEMED TQ 
VANISH INTO THIN AIR, 


"OTHERS 
SAY HE WAS 
JUST ABLE TO 
HIDE IN THE 
SHADOWS." 
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AND IF 

r THAT'S TRUE-- ^ 
PREVIOUS SPAWNS 
TENDED TO GRAVITATE 
TOWARDS THE 'DEAD 
ZONES/ LIKE SOME 
DAMN BEACON. 

L THEY FEEL SAFE A 
THERE, 


HE HAS ~ 
TO KNOW WEIL 
COME LOOKING 
FOR HIM. ^ 


YOU SAW HOW 
f HE WAS ACTING WITH 1 
THE HUMANS, THIS GUY 
DOESN'T SEEM TO BE 
CLEAR ON THE RULES YET, 
WHICH MEANS IT'S 
POSSIBLE HE'S ONLY 
l ACTING ON INSTINCTS, A 
llw NOT INTELLIGENCE. ]A 


V THAT'S ^ 
JUST IT" 

I DON'T THINK 
HE KNOWS 
k ANYTHING, a 


BESIDES, I TALKED 
r WITH A COUPLE OF OUR ^ 
LOOKOUTS" THEY BOTH SAID 
THE SHADOWS HAVE BEEN 
t ACTING WEIRD 
RECENTLY. 


SO, I'M 
BETTING HE 
STILL HAS 
TO BE... 







NEAR 


wow. 


REALLY? 


VM ££TTIN6 
OF you 

REPORTERS. 


r Whew/ THAT'S ^ 
A RELIEF/ YOU'RE 
ONLY STUPID , NOT 
SUICIDAL. NOT THAT 
IT'LL MAKE MUCH 
^ DIFFERENCE, ^ 


^ SO., -YOU ^ 
'going TO ACT LIKE 
A BIG SHOT AND 
MAKE THIS DIFFICULT- 
OR CAN WE JUST 
L TAKE THE EASY 
ROUTE? 


I'LL 

you TEN 

££CONP£ 
TO LZAVS! 


DIFFICULT 
IT IS# 
THEN' 


r LET'S GET ^ 
THE OBVIOUS 
TEST OUT OF THE 
it WAY FIRST, a 


lib 


w* 

Jn|T 

tel: me HMitl 

BL ™ 

r v CJ AREN'T E'UME.l 

Ff ENOUGH TO HAVE ] 




BEEN WAITING HERE 


\ 

» 

L [HE WHOLE A 


^ "IME? 


PHi^ J mi 
















THOUGH 

* I HAVE TO 1 
SAY.-TVE NEVER 
SEEN ONE REGENERATE 
l ITSELF QUITE j 
^ THAT FAST. 


r BEEN 1 
AWHILE SINCE 
WE'VE SEEN 
A SYMBIOTE 
ATTEMPT THAT 
^ TRICK, A 


^ WOULDN'T HAVE ^ 
ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE 
POWER YOU ABSORBED FROM 
DECAPITATING ONE OF OUR 
MEMBERS -WOULD IT?* 


fc lssue EOl-TofJd 


MlNtf 
IF I T1RY 
NOW? 


1 Pip N'T 


DEPENDS, 
THAT THING 
LOADED? , 









THAT ’ 
THE BEST 
YOU'VE 
GOT?/ , 
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COVER 

YQUR 

EYES. 


W\AO"6 

NEXT? 



r no,., ^ 

I HAVE NO 
IDEA HOW TO 
GET AHOLD 
k OF HIM. J 


r SO, NO, ^ 
YOU CAN'T 
BOOK HIM 
ON YOUR 
t SHOW. , 


r HELLO, ^ 
THIS IS MARC 
t ROSEN, j 


r ME? WHAT ^ 
WOULD I TALK 
ABOUT? 

V I'M NOT.,, a 


CAN YOU 
HOLD A 
MOMENT. 
PLEASE? 


HELLO? 


SORRY, HE'S X 
NOT HERE, AND I x 
DON'T KNOW WHEN 
HE'LL RETURN. SO TEXT 
ME YOUR INFO TO THE 
L NUMBER YOU JUST j 
^ DIALED,., 


^ SO IF HE 
f DOESN'T GIVE YOU AN ' 
EXCLUSIVE, YOUR OFFER 
ISN'T GOOD? SWEETHEART, 
I HAVE TO TELL YOU, I'VE 
BEEN FIELDING CALLS FOR 
TWO HOURS AND I'VE HAD 
i A DOZEN OFFERS BETTER A 
X THAN YOURS, ^4 


jT LISTEN, 

BUD, I GET YOU 
HAVE DEADLINES. 
NOT MY PROBLEM 
i CALL BACK 
^ LATER' V 


r YES, 4 
I'M HIS ^ 
MANAGER' 
BUT I CAN'T 
HELP YOU j 
L OUT,, A 


W SO, WOULD X 
r THAT ARTICLE 
INCLUDE THE 
COVER OF YOUR 
l MAGAZINE, A 
k OR NOT? J 


^ SUSAN-'HEY, ^ 
SUSAN' DID YOU 
GET IN TOUCH WITH 
^ SARA YET? ^ 


EXCUSE 
ME, SOME- 
ONE'S YELLING AT 
ME ACROSS THE 
k ROOM. A 


r NO. ...BUT ^ 
I'VE LEFT 
ABOUT TWENTY 
. MESSAGES, a 


r SHE'S THE ~ 
ONLY ONE 
WHO MIGHT 
KNOW WHERE 
t JIM IS. ^ 


APOLOGIZE,,* 

WHAT 

NETWORK ARE 
YOU CALLING 
k FROM? A 


TRY HER 
AGAIN' 


r I'M 1 
GOING 
TO CHECK 
WITH THE 
POLICE 
L AGAIN. A 


Minutes late 









W HELLO, THIS IS ^ 
SARA . SORRY 1 
MISSED YOUR CALL. 

PLEASE LEAVE A 
MESSAGE AFTER THE 
SEER. .AND GOD 
L. SLESS YOU. A 


SARA , THIS 
IS SUSAN, WE JUST 1 
WANT TO MAKE SURE 
YOU'RE OKAY. WE 
HAVEN'T HEARD FROM 
YOU L REPORTS HAVE 
SAID YOU AND JIM RAN 
AWAY- IF YOU GET THIS 
MESSAGE JUST CALL OR 
. TEXT MARC TO SAY j 
^ YOU'RE OKAY. 


r WE'RE ^ 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 
TOLL j 


Brinnc 
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victoria de Durango, Mexico 



r AND LITTLE 

PEDRO— DID YOU SEE ™ 
HOW CUTE HE WAS 
DRESSED TODAY?- - HE WAS 
ADORABLE. AND THE CAKE. 

IT WAS LIKE BUTTER !N MY 
\ MOUTH. DID YOU EVER j 
V GET A PIECE?} * 


PT <1 WANTED ^ 

/ TO -I GUESS- -JUST 

l BE WITH HER UNTIL 
SHE L EFT ON THE 
NO, I WAS H ONEYMOON. > a 
DANCING WITH 

OUR DAUGHTER R| 

700 MUCH. > M 


4 Translated from 
Spani£h--Tbdd 


^ < Si iE 7 OLD '■ 

ME YOU WERE ^ 
TEARING UP BEFORE V 
YOU WALKED HER ■ 
DOWN THE AISLE. M 
^ TH AT'S SWEET. > 1 

<SHE 

W WAS ALSO VERY 

■ GRATEFUL THAT 

■ YOU AH. OWED SO 
L MANY PLOT LL TO 

.AiTE.'VD. > y 


r <HOW ^ 

oouio i oE/vr 

OUK B^sy THE 
WEDDING 
SHE V ALWAYS 
^WANTED,,. > 4 


<COME 

IN!} 


r CARE ^ 
YOU TRYING 
TO MAKE ME 
^ BLUSH?} , 


r <MR. GILBERT- ~ 
EXCUSE ME-' 
THERE'S A MESSAGE 
FOR YOU. > 


r<U. BUT SELFISHLY, 

J WANTED TO SEE IF 
SHE WOULD BE AS 
GRACEFUL ANp 
BEAUTIFUL A BRIDE 
AS HER MOM.>s 
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r <irs ^ 

NOTHING 

LIKE 

. THAT.} . 


CTHCT 

tVHA7r> 


r </rsrw ^ 

77/tlE , THE ONE 
IVE'1/E TALKED 

asqut 

. BEFORE ,} a 


r < THEN 
PLEASE"! BEG 
yoa-DOWT 
OPEiV THAT 
L. DQOR,> A 


< THINK 
OF YOUR 
FAMILY, ... } 


< I HAVE 
MY DUTY.} 


r <WHy?^ k 
WHY CANT 
THEY FORGET 
ABOUT YOU? 
HOW LONG 
HAS IT 

i^BEEN...?>y 


<YOU 
NEED TO 

. GO,} J 


^ALEXANDER/ 

. TAKE HER.} 


r < LEAVE 
ME ALONE/ 
I WANT TO 
l STAY/} a 


< HE'S MY 
HUSBAND/} 


< FAREWELL 
MY LOVE,} 


< DON'T OPEN^ 

THAT 

vooftuy 


r < DON'T*. „ ^ 
JAVIER -YOU 
CAN'T// > . 






Y LET'S 
GET THIS 
OVER 
t WITH .V 


YOU'RE A SAS7ARD 
FOR CO/HWG TO MY 
DOORSTEP. > 


r <. ALWAYS ^ 
7H£ EFF/C/EA/T 
ONE, WEREN'T 

^ rou?> ^ 


\-vo u a a 

r CRAVED THE EOIVER 1 

AJVD PRESTIGE YOU'D 
RECEIVE BY HOLDING MY 
SECRET. BUT NOW THAT 
IT'S TIME TO COLLECT 
L WHAT'S RIGHTFULLY A 
Skw MINE... > 


ESTRANGE, 
ISN'T IT?} 


r <...YOU 1 
STAND 
THERE AND 

INSULT 

. mm>j 


K CHOW ALL ^ 
OF yOU BEGGED 
ME TO MAKE 
.YOU A PART OF 
7HJS. > A 


<" the/v ill ^ 

r /MAKE EURE 1 
THIS HURTS EVEN 
MORE THAN YOU 
CAN IMAGINE— AND 
THAT YOUR WIFE 

HEARS EVER y 

one of vow 





CLOWN 


I KNOW 
YOU "RE 
THERE _ 


YES' 

THAT'S 

l it; a 


r HEARD YOU ^ 
WERE LOOKING FOR 
ME. FIGURED I’D 
DROP BY AND SEE 
^ WHAT'S UR ^ 


^ I'M NOT 
INTERRUPTING 
. AM I? . 


r BABY- - ^ 

WHO YOU SH H H H H 

TALKING TO? 

I DON'T WANT KEEP ' 

YOU TO DOING IT; 

^ stop; a c'mon— 

DON'T 

L. stop/ 


I'M 

NEARLY 

DONE, 





r THIS NEW ^ 
SPAWN -HE'S BEEN 
DRAWING ATTENTION 
TO HIMSELF AT A 
TIME YOU SAID WE 
NEEDED TO BE MORE 
DISCREET. d 


SHOULD 1 BE 
CONCERNED? 


m YC J K N C W AS 

WELL AS I DO THAT ^B 
W MALEBOLGIA FIGHTS HIS W 
■ WARS IN THE SHADOWS. ■ 

HE DOESN'T BELIEVE IN 
B SCARING THE POPULACE B 
B TOO MUCH - BECAUSE THEY A 
m MIGHT GO RELIGIOUS A 

ON HIM. ^ 

INSTEAD ^ 

I ^^ABAKKBAttm 

ft OTHERS 

'#Vy : ■ ■ ■ . no 

■ WORK, a 

w BY CONSTANTLY 

TEMPTING Ti 'E I 'UVANS 1 
^ WITH SIN. 


T right: 1 

THEN HE 
RECRUITS 
THEM AFTER 
THEY'RE 
L TAINTED, A 


r SO, I ^ 

FIGURE THE 
MORE LIGHT 
SHINING ON 
SPAWN, THE 
SAFER HE'LL 
BE,,, AT 
LEAST FOR 
t AWHILE, a 


WHICH 

Y 15 WHY YOU AND ^ 
r INEEDTOBEON 1 
THE SAME PAGE" OF 
EVERY ASPECT AND 
DETAIL WE'RE GOING TO 
IMPLEMENT, SO YOU WANT 
l TO BE IN CHARGE" A 
B THEN FINE' DO IT' A 
LEAD US' ^^A 


Y but stop ^ 

r YOUR DAMN 
PUSSY-FOOTING 
around: we need 

TO SEIZE CONTROL OF 
THE SPAWN COSTUME. 
L SHORT OF THAT, j 
WELL LOSE. A 


r “HA" Vi E AYS 

HE'S COLLECTING AGAI 

AND IF HE SUCCEEDS, WT „ ■ :■ ' ■ ‘ 

HIS PO W E R W ILL 3 E 

EVEN GREATER THAN IT TOU NEED ^ 

^ WAS BEFORE, TO LEARN TO 1 

CONTROL YOUR r 

W DING SELF.. CLOWN. AND 
DIN G } ^ THAT S \ SPEAKl NO OF , 
B ding: what I've \ control... A 
BEEN TRYING ^^^B 

B l A 

ft. you. no, ms A tm W 
nuts/ a 


Y HOW ^ 
LONG 

BEFORE HE'S 
AT FULL 
STRENGTH 
k AGAIN? J 


YOU MEAN, 
MALEBOLGIA? 


HARD TO 

r TELL. I HEARD ' 
HE SHOWED UP IN 
RUSSIA RECENTLY AND 
VAPORIZED SOME 
FORMER PROFESSOR 
WHO'D GONE OFF THE 
l DEEP END A FEW A 
YEARS AGO, ^A 






"LET ME GUESS.. .THAT'S WHY 
YOU BROUGHT IN SOME OF THE 
OLD GUARD, unh?+ THOUGHT THEY 
COULD HELP SPEED THINGS ALONG, 
DID YOU? NOT A BAD IDEA. 


I NEEDED TO SEE HOW MUCH 
CONTROL YOU'RE EXERTING 
OVER THIS SPAWN." 


see issue 203” Todd 


"BUT 1 HAVE TO TELL 
YOU BLUDD--YOU GOING 
BEHIND MY BACK, THAT'S 
NOT HOW THI NGS ARE 
GOING TO WORK, GOT 
IT?- -IF WE CAN'T F]ND 
A WAY TO TRUST EACH 
OTHER, THEN WE'RE BOTH 
DEAD WHEN FREAK 
BECOMES MALEBOLGIA. 


"YOU'RE RIGHT. 
NEITHER OF US IS 
STRONG ENOUGH 
ON OUR OWN/' 


■ r |_^£y 

SPAWN IK^ 
WE'RE JUST 
GETTING 
WARMED 
t UP. jt 


WATCH THIS 
CONVERSION, 


"SO, WHAT' RE YOUR 
BOYS DOING NOW?-" 











■NOT AT ALL, BESIDES, I r VE 
ALREADY HAD A PEP TALK 
WITH THE THREE OF THEM” 
HOPE YOU DON'T MIND 
EITHER, "CAUSE THE LAST 
THING WE NEED.,/' 


T TOLD THEM TO PUT 
SPAWN THROUGH A 
SET OF TESTS, TO GAUGE 
WHAT WE'RE ACTUALLY 
DEALING WITH. HOPE 
YOU DON'T MIND." 


RUNNING AN 
ERRAND FOR 
ME. ONE WHICH 
YOU'LL FIND 
QUITE 

INTERESTING. 














ARE MORE 


To be continued 
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DAMN YOU! 

WHY WONT YOU 
v FIGHT?/ > 


1 

' 4f 

/ ^ Y'd 

^ 1 


I' > 
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THEY X 
SAID THAT— 
SOMEHOW- 
YOU'RE CAPABLE 
Of TIPPING THE 
SCALES OF THIS 
V WARS J 


^ THAT YOUR XJ 
POWERS WILL MAKE X 
A DIFFERENCE IN 
DESTROYING OUR J 
v ENEMIES/ ]XA 


r THAT'S WHY > 
THEY SENT US! 
THEY WANTED US 
TO SEE IT FOR 
^ OURSELVES/ > 


r WHAT'S > 
MAKING THEM 
SO AFRAID 
v OF YOU? j 
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^ THAT& WHAT ^ 
THEY 'RE AFRAft? OF, 
l PO THfNC£ 
v twey cah't. „ 


you WANT 
a mce of 
. m„. . 
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HERE. 
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^ THE SEARCH ^ 
FOR MR. DOWNING , 
STARTED E4 RUER 
v. THIS EVENING- , 


w... as local ^ 

r ,4<J7HOR/T7£5 
CON 77/VUE THEIR 
, C/TV VV/DE 
L MANHUNT. A 


T -FOLLOWING ^ 
A M/RACUtOUS 
ACrPREFOR/WEO 
RfGHT HERE ON THE 
STREETS OF NEW . 
YORK CITY. / 


MR. DOWNING-- 
/(V FRONT OF A CROWD OF X. 
r 0/VLOOKER5AJVD CAPTURED N 
OW- CAMERA- APPEARED TO HEAL A 
GRAVELY INJURED MAN , W/7H WHAT'S 
BEE/V DESCR/0ED BY EVBV/flVESSES 
t AS A "L AYING O N OF HA NDS , " y 
^ FOLLOWED BY A BLINDING ^ 
BURST OF UGH! 


BEFORE 

r WE REPLAY THE \ 
FOOTAGE-TAKEN ' 
LIVE AT THE SCENE— 
I'D LIKE TO REMIND 
VIEWERS THAT WHAT YOU 
ARE ABOUT TO SEE IS 
L FAIRLY GRAPHIC IN A 
NATURE. 


r ROWAN D? ^ 
IT'S MEr DETECTIVE 
WILLIAMS. YOU AT 
THE HOSPITAL 
^ YET? ^ 


) YEAH. ^ 
/JUST GOT 
HERE. 
WHERE YOU 
^ AT? A 


) SOME- 1 
f THING I 
CAN HELP 
WITH? j 


THIS IS ^ 
SOMETHING I NEED 
TO DO ON MY OWN. 

BUT YOU CAN DO 
L ME A FAVOR... a 


Ik show host Karlene Phillips diagnosed with terminal cane 






^ I NEED YOU TO ^ 
CHECK ON SAM FOR 
ME* EVERY HOURj 
EF POSSIBLE. ^ 


SURE. I JUST ^ 
STUCK (VI Y HEAD 
IN—HE'S OUT 
t LIKE A LIGHT. . 


~ BUT LET ME ASK « 
YOU SOMETHING- 
YOU BEEN WATCHING 
ANY NEWS? ^4 


A LITTLE 


' LOOKS LIKE ^ 
OUR BOY HAS 
BEEN KEEPING 
HIMSELF QUITE 
v BUSY, v 


r I MEAN, ^ 
f FOR A GUY ' 
TRYING TO 
FIND HIS 
PAST--uh ... 
YOU HEARD 
ABOUT HIS 
STORY FROM 
THE N ARLENE 
\ PHILLIPS 
\ SHOW, / 
I RIGHT? A 


WELL, 

Y EITHER HE ^ 
f LINES THE MEDIA 1 
LIMELIGHT OR HE ' 
DOESN'T RIGHT 
(VOW I CAN'T 
FIGURE OUT 
WHICH IT IS, ONE 
) SECOND HE'S 
SOAKING UP THE 
CAMERA , THE NEXT 
HE'S RUNNING . 
i AWAY FROM A 
k EVERYONE HE A 
Lk v SEES, 


r AND HIS ^ 
BEHAVIOR , 
ITS GETTING 
MORE 

^ ERRATIC . > 


WHATS ^ 
HE SO 
AFRAID OF ^ 


WHAT 

MAKES 

YOU 

SAY 

THAT? 


THAT'S AN 
UNDER- 
STATEMENT 


YEAH 


DON'T KNOW, BUT ^ 
HE'S NOT GOING TO BE 
ABLE TO RUN FROM ALL THE 
ATTENTION HE'S ATTRACTING 
FOR LONG, WE MAY HAVE TO 
QUESTION HIM AFTER 
* _ THEY FIND HIM . ^ 


T SO- WHAT'S ^ 
THE PLAN HERE? 
THOUGHT WE 
WERE GOING MEET 
UP- COMPARE 4 
L. NOTES. A 


WE WERE --THERE'S 
SOMETHING I NEEDED 
TO LOOK INTO FIRST, 
^ IT SHOULDN'T-- j 


CAN YOUR ^B 
r CONTACT CAN HELP 1 
FIND DOWNING? IT'D 
BE A WHOLE LOT 
EASIER IF WE GOT TO 
HIM BEFORE THE MEDIA 
DOES. ESPECIALLY 
, AFTER THE STUNT HE- 
PULLED TODAY. A 


BECAUSE VVE 
BOTH KNOW (F VVE ^ 
f DON'T GET TO HIM FIRST, 
WE WONT GET WITHIN A 
HUNDRED YARDS OF THIS 
GUY-THE FEDS, D.A, AND 
EVERY STARE* +KER IN 
THIS TOWN- HELL, IN THE 
i ENTIRE STATE- WILL BE 
L LOOKING TO GET THEIR . 
^ HOOKS INTO THIS / 
CRAZINESS. A? 


GOT A ■hj 
LEADTJ^ff 

W" stillX 
{ WORKING ^ 
f ON IT. I'M 
GOING TO 
\ VISIT AN OLD 
\ CONTACT. ^ 
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r l KNOW.l 
TIME'S 
BECOMING 
AN 

t ENEMY. - 


„ SO, I'LL ^ 
r DO WHAT I NEED 
TO AND HOPEFULLY 
BE BACK IN AN 
HOUR OR SO. NO 
. PROMISES, 

& THOUGH, 


r MUST BE ^ 
SOME SPECIAL 
A CONTACT FOR 
YOU TO LEAVE 
L SAM'S SIDE. _ 


1 DON'T HAVE 

r A CHOICE HERE. JUST ^ 
STAY WITH SAM-- JUST... MAKE 
SURE YOU KEEP AN EYE ON 
. HIM. I LL GET BACK AS 
SOOJV AS I CAN 


I'M NOT i 
GOING 
ANYWHERE- - 
BUT, TWITCH? 


WHAT IF, 

W YOU KNOW" WHAT IF ^ 
ALL THIS SHIT THE NEWS IS 
SAYING ABOUT DOWNING IS 
TRUE? THAT HE'S SOME KIND 
OF MIRACLE WORKER. WE 
NAB HIM FIRST" HE MAY BE 
k ABLE TO HELP YOUR A 
PARTNER. 


r THAT'S 
CROSSED MY 
MIND 

k ALREADY. . 


T TG GOD YOUR 
CO iVTA C T ' !S A S 

G O C D A S YOU 7t \ L 

A ND HE CA i V f iEL P 4 

k US WITH SOME / THAT 
OF THIS. ^DEPENDS. 


IF HE'S 
HOME. 


p FOR SAM'S ^ 
SAKE, I DON'T 
WANT TO 
THINK ABOUT 
THAT, 


AND 
IF HE'S 
NOT?, 
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♦Ust issue--Todri 


CAREFUL 


f HIDING— 
TRYING TO RECOVER 
FROM THE GUNSHOT 
WOUND. 1 KNEW 
IT REGENERATED 
. / 75 ELF TOO > 

V QUICKLY. * y 


HE COULD 

y BE IN ANY OF THE X 
SHADOW MASSES AT 1 
YOUR FEET OR ON THE 
WALLS. AND THE LONGER 
HE STAYS IN THE DARK, 

S, THE STRONGER THE j 
V SYMBIOTE GETS. / 


/ THAT'S X 
f WHY IT > 
APPEARS 
MOSTLY AT 
NIGHT. LIKE 
WE THIRST 
FOR BLOOD, 
THE COSTUME 
CRAVES 
DARKNESS TO 
l SUSTAIN j 


r IT THINKS ITS > 
SAFER - MORE 
POWERFUL-\N THE 
t SHADOWS. > 


ABOUT 













THE 

WALL/ 


S' i PONT X 
CAREi > 
I'M GETTING HIM 
BACK. WHER- 
EVER THEY j 
V ARE/ < 


HE GOT ^ 
SUCKED INTO 
v THE WALL/ , 


NOT THE 

WALL... 


THE ^ 

SHADOWS/ 



mam 



IHllilllli 












,-V-\ 


THE SPAWN 
ISN'T HIDING 
BEHIND BRICKS, HE'S 
MOVING. WATCHING- 
V TAUNTING US/ 


r SO CONTROL YOUR > 
EMOTIONS/ HE S TRYING 
TO SEPARATE US. WE NEED 
TO STAY TOGETHER/ 
.NOT LET HIM PICK US OFF, 
v. ONE BY ONE. 7 


^ DON'T ^ 
GIVE HIM THAT 
ADVANTAGE. , 


f HE KNOWS 
HE'S STILL OUT- 
\N UMBERED* 







r you ^ 

HAVE ANY 
CLUE 

WHERE HE 
COULD 

L BE? A 


I COULD ^B 
r CHECK A COUPLE 1 
PLACES. BUT SARA 
SAID WHEN HE DOES 
THIS. HE'S HARD TO 
FIND. I THINK WE JUST 
NEED TO HANG 
t TIGHT" HE'LL CALL i 
fv eventually, 1 


: w- I SAID AS 

| SOON AS HE SHOWS ^B 
J / UP I D LET HIM KNOW ^ 
1/ THEY’D L I KE TO TALK TO 
HIM. I MEAN. REALLY, WHAT 
ARE THEY GOING TO DO- 
GET MAD BECAUSE HE SAVED 
SOMEONE'S LIFE? AIN’T 
HAPPENING. THEY'RE JUST 
AS CURIOUS AS EVERY- i 
k ONE ELSE THAT'S BEEN A 
CALLING TODAY. 


THEY ALL ^ 
WANT A PIECE 
OF HIM. AND 
BETTER YET THEY'RE 
WILLING TO PAY 
k^. FOR IT/ A 


DO YOU KNOW 
HOW MANY COMPANIES 
I'VE TALKED WITH TODAY? 
EACH ONE WANTING 
HIM TO BE A CELEBRITY 
SPOKESMAN -FORD. WELLS 
FARGO. BLUE CROSS BLUE 
SHIELD, SAKS FIFTH AVENUE 
DELL, YOU NAME IT/ ^ 


Wr GATORADE 

EVEN WANTS TO ^ 
' PRODUCE SOME NEW 1 
FORTIFIED' HEALTH DRINK 
AND ALREADY HAVE A 
SLOGAN FOR IT-' IT'LL 
PUT THE LIFE BACK INTO 
k YOU l " ISN T THAT A 
CRAZY?/ 


ME EITHER. 

— THAT'S WHY I BLEW THEM ^ 

- ^ OFF. I TOLD THEM I WAS NT 

INTERESTED IN CHEAP, PLASTIC 
f NEVER A CHAR BUT THE REST OF THEM 
HEARD OF) ARE GIANTS IN THEIR INDUSTRY. 
v THEM. A AND NONE OF THEM MENTIONED 

ANYTHING UNDER SIX A 
FIGURE SALARIES, 


^ I THOUGHT ^1 
YOU SAID THEY 
WANTED PROOF OF 
JIM'S POWERS 
k^ FIRST. A 
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Y rM X 
BURNT > 
OUT FOR 
TODAY. JUST 
LET IT SO 
l TO VOICE . 
k MAIL. A 


THERE'S 

YOUR 

PHONE 

AGAIN. 


W SUSAN, ^ 
r LISTEN TO ME--I 
KNOW 1 HAVEN'T 
BEEN PAYING MUCH 
ATTENTION TO YOU 
LATELY. I'M SORRY 
k FOR THAT, A 


W MISTER X 
BIG SHOT ' 
IS TOO BUSY TO 
TAKE CALLS... 
GIVE ME A 
L BREAK/ A 


REALLY. 


^ A 






BUT 

THIS....' 


^ OPPORTUNITIES 
W LIKE THIS DON'T COME 
~ AROUND VERY OFTEN, SO 1 
WE NEED TO SEIZE IT/ AND I 
PROMISE, ONCE IT GETS 
OFF THE GROUND, ONCE JIM 
SHOWS THE WORLD WHAT HE'S 
CAPABLE OF, THERE WONT BE 
ANY DOORS CLOSED TO US. 
t YOU SAW WHAT HE DID/ A 
\ THEY'RE CALLING HIM A 
X A 'SAVIOR/ . m 


YOU NEED 
TO TRUST 
ME... 


I SUPPOSE. 
HE DID MAKE 
YOU HIS NEW 
i AGENT... . 


i hi- -y 

DO. r THAT'S THE X 
^ EASY PART I'M % 
W TELLING YOU, BABE, 

THIS IS IT? this IS 

v THE BEGINNING OF 
■ WHAT WE'VE BOTH 
ft BEEN LOOKING FOR. 
ft I CAN FEEL IT. 
^ CANT YOU? A 


HERE, 
YOU WANT 
TO TAKE 
. IT? A 


' WHAT- ^ 
T EVER. 

J SO I 
GUESS WE 
t CAN... a 


MANAGER. 







I. 



"..I'VE GOT THIS WHOLE 
SITUATION COMPLETELY 
UNDER CONTROL/" 


pmi ;M^a. m 

Jj 

pvt V f . ,^4 

II 


x ml 

jjf \ T iv9^P?®i 1 -M 

■ 









r WHAT'S A 
THE MATTER? 
AFRAID OF 


^ THEN ' 
SHOW 
YOURSELF 7 


WARRIORS 

Yf FROM HELL DON'T Xl 
/ HIDE -WEHSHT/ W£ \ 

f DESTROY.' BECAUSE THE A 
SECOND WE LET OUR GUARD 
l DOWN "OUR ENEMIES WILL J 
\ COME TO DESTROY US' / 
tV THAT'S WHY HE /A 
CREATED US! >41 


BOTH 
OF US/ 


X BECAUSE WERE 
f THE BASTARDS OF THIS > 

war: we defend every- 

THING BECAUSE WE BELONG 
TO NOTHHVG' WE'RE HALF- 
BREEDS THAT WILL ALWAYS BE 
REJECTED BY HELL AND EARTH. 
MALEBOLGIA NEEDS IT THAT 
WAY-- KEEPING US DETACHED 
FROM EVERYTHING MEANS 
VTHERE'S LESS CHANCE WE'LL > 
ItV. BE CORRUPTED. 


AND THAT X 
r VOID IS WHAT FUELS X 
THE ANGER IN US. THAT'S 
WHY WE LL ALWAYS BE 
DANGEROUS TO THEM. 
MALEBOLGIA AND HIS 
DEVJLS KNOW THEIR TIME 
WILL COME, AND THAT WE 
t WILL LORD OVER THEM > 
x. SOME DAY 


r BUT THERE ^ 
CAN ONLY BE 
ONE KINGS 
I PLAN ON fT 
v BEING ME. , 
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f VM \ 

6 tCK ANP 
VR£P OF 
v i wai j 


X tvt\ ZYQKB X^j 
f WANTS TO 7*10 ,ViE\l 

wua t to 00/ weuu, \19Sin 

XM TUEOU6H WITH 

THAT. FROW NOW r S 

on,*£/wtw 

X QRP£R& f J /oa WHAT 
isil_ 0>iv J WANT" , 


r you ^ 
7UINKIM 
bOMB 
KIN£? OF A 
l TOKg? , 


TUI&J£ 


TH£N 


IDIOT/ YOU 
DON'T EVEN 
KNOW WHY 
YOU RE 
lFI 6HTIN0/> 


CLINK 


If :.:-:t ms 


f l-.ELF VOL I 1 

if w Tfij® 

l V 'WITH THAT }m 


L\ f/v.i;;: JM 
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Minutes later. 




i 





r WHAT ' 

IS ALL THIS? 
WHAT'S COIN-S 
K ON? A 


DID YOU ™ 
HEAR m? IT'S 
TWITCH, I ASKED 
YOU A QUESTION- 
WHAT ARE THESE 
^ CHAINS FOR? , 









~T^- L T 


IS THERE 
SOMETHING 
> WRONG? , 


AZ£ YOU 
AHGWB tZ 
VAMP \Z£* 


WHERE'S 

AL? 


ANSWER 

ME! 


1 JU£T 
\C\ UtO T 
OF YOUR 







YOU'RE 

UNPER 

ARREST.'! 


r MOVE ^ 
AND I'LL 
YOUR HEAD 
^ OFFf A 


TUATS 

TRIPP. 


\ 


Vatican City. 



r <StR, we ^ 
HAVE HIM ON 
THE LINE 
k NOW. > * a 


♦Translated from [tulian— TodCf 


r< PUT HIM i 
THROUGH. 
AND I WANT A 
COPY OF THESE 
VIDEOS BY 
L^MORNING.Xi 


< SORRY TO 
DISTURB YOUR 
SLEEP, YOUR 
^EXCELLENCE, > 


< WE'VE 
GOT A 
PROBLEMS 


AH 


9 







v 
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M. 

(t 


V f /JrM 

\ rJM 
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To Be Continued 
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PULL TH£ 


X WANT 

you to 

puu twat 

Tztaazz! 


BUT, FIRST 
X WANT 
ANSWERS. 


LIKE, V 

r WHERE'S AL? ^ 
WHAT'RE YOU DOING 
IN HIS COSTUME? 
AND WHY'D YOU RUN 
FROM THE POLICE AFTER 
L YOU SAVED THAT A 
MAN?* ^41 


SOMETHING ISN'T 
V ADDING UR SO, HELP 1 
/VIE OUT HERE. FIRST, YOU 
SAVE PEOPLE ON NATIONAL 
TV- LETTING EVERYONE SEE 
YOUR FACE-THEN YOU TRY 
ESCAPING FROM IT? THOSE 
AREN'T THE ACTIONS OF 
L A MAN WITH A CLEAR A 
CONSCIENCE. ^ 


SO WHAT 
ARE YOU 
HIDING? 


r AND STOP ^ 
WITH THE OOZING 
COSTUME TRICK. 
I'VE SEEN IT DONE 
BEFORE.*. BY MY 
^ FRIEND, AL. ^ 


NOW 


me*e\ 



il W' 1 

wm itv a \ 

ill A VHr 


WM 










r PUT 
POWN THE 
G UN. 


if you i z£auy "V 

' KNOW A@OUT THIS ^ 
COSTUME, THEN YOU 
UNPEESTANP outlets 
CANT HARM, IT.., OR 
ME., M£A NfNi£ YOU'RE 
lYtNG TO ME/ 
t NOV/ WHO SENT 
X YOU 1 ? 0LUPP* VS 


r STAY ~ 
BACK/ TAKE 
ANOTHER 
STEP AND 
I LL DROP 
k YOU/ V 


QUIET/ 

DON'T 

MOVE/ 


r YOU ^ 
ANOTHER 
ONE OF HfS 
VAMPIRES* 


TPONT 

oive a surr 


WHAT?: 


~ I'M A 1 
DETECTIVE. 
AND YOU'RE 

under 

l ARREST/ a 


FJRST. 


r I PONT ^ 
KNO W WHO 
YOUR FRIENP 
k AL IS, a 


ANP 

SECONP 


jr i'M X 

mane 

WHO'S <SOfMG TO 
ASK QUESTIONS 
TONIGHT/ NOT 
X YOU/ \A 


r LIKE i ^ 
SAJP. TRY 
PULLlNC TUE 
, TRIOSER. , 


If WHAT YOU WANT/ \W 




ANP YOU SEEM. 

PIT m !■» ^S9Sm 



lie ON FU SE P A (50 U T /I 


\}£Vjl ™ 

, V -'VT 

L\ a couple or- Jm 

■fi-VV' - |J Mi '■/ .-Mr 

^ ■ V f C, v,^“M 


^V. ■ *■ j i no s 














LUCKY 
FOR YOU 
It'S 

JAMMED, 


IT'$ 

&AT&N. 





V .\ . ■•'- -4- f^-rn wM 



py • 


i‘> n, -..!' m, V^jgjL \ "jm/A 


’>>. jL 



" * r g 





jf i (Tray- qKJSf * ^ ■■ •:■ 
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r to, m ^ 
A6K you AGAIN. 
WUY ARB YOU 
HERE, AW WHO 
^ SENT YOU? j 


r 1W£N~ ^ 
UDWT? 
you pimp 

m? j 


l DIDN'T. 


I WASN'T ^ 
r LOOKING FOR 
YOU. I WAS TRYING 
TO HUNT DOWN AL- 
THE GUY WHOSE 
t COSTUME YOU'RE 
L. WEARING/ 1 ^ 


r BUT YOU ^ 
WANT ME TO 
BELIEVE YOU 
HAVEN'T SEEN 
^ HIM? a 


FOUOW 

v 


VF BECAUSE THE ^ 
f MAN WHO OWNS 1 
IT ISN'T DANGEROUS. 1 
NOT TO THE RIGHT 
PEOPLE, ANYWAY. WHICH 
IS WHY I'M LOOKING FOR 
HIM. SEE, I'VE GOT A BIT 
OF AN EMERGENCY AND 
I NEED HIS HELP. NOW 
L WHERE THE HELL IS A 
SIMMONS? 


f YOU KEEP > 
TALKING AEQUT 

■this costume. 
\VUAT 1 70 you 
UN GW Aeoill IT? 
ANP WHY AREN'T 
i you A FRA rtf 
V OP IT? _ 


W\AAV& 
you CALL 
t HIM? 


r cut i 
THECRAPf 
YOU KNOW 
HIS NAME- 
ITS AL 
t SIMMONS. . 






HELLO? 



1 

' J 



ml 





ANYONE 

HERE? 


I SAID 


SOMEONE? 







Pjifck: 








Y ANYWAY, ^ 
I LL FIND A 

DOCTOR THEN 
CALL YOU BACK 
With SAM'S 
, LATEST , 

V LAB-- y 


B TT Tl j » i 


p, ^ YOUVE 
r REACHED DETECTIVE X 
WILLIAMS I'M UNAVAILABLE 
AT THE MOMENT. IF THIS IS 
AN EMERGENCY, PL EASE DIAL 
911. OTHERWISE , LEAVE YOUR 
NAME AND CONTACT 
INFORMATION AND I'LL GET 
^ BACK TO YOU AS SOON 4 
AS POSSIBLE." _ 2 


TWITCH, 

IT'S 

ROWAN D 


^ I'M STILL AT ^ 
THE HOSFITAL-BUT 
SOMETHING SEEMS ODD, 
IT'S LIKE A DAMN GHOST 
TOWN AROUND HERE, 

I KNOW IT'S LATE r BUT 


..V 


SHOULDN T SOMEONE BE ON 
DUTY? I MEAN, YOU KNOW 
V THIS PLACE BETTER V 
^ THAN I DO, ^ 


IS THIS 
NORMAL? 
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1 r ? * -:1 MV? f 
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m 1 

W A 


F £'«. 

■k, 
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w I DON'T ^ 
KWOIV WHAT S 
GOING ON - 
BUT I WEED YOU 

OOW/V 

.FROM 7WERE/ J 


DROP 

r WHAT YOU'RE 1 
HOLDING, AND 
PUT YOUR HANDS 
WHERE I CAN 
SEE THEM' 

L YOU HEAR A 
^ ME?/ 


I'M NOT 
PLAYING 
AROUND, 
LADY' 


s i 

II 1 H 

^^1 UP^I 

1 * ■ ■ 

1 i H -1 

1 1 1 _H[ i 1 

LI • 1 l HI 














T YOU ^ 
SHOULDN'T 
INTERFERE 
IN MATTERS 
THAT DON'T 
CONCERN 
V YOU/ > 


YOU x 

SHOULDN'T 

wewm 















MAD r 
THEY'LL 
8E 

.MAD..,, 


MUST 

LEAVE/ 


Christ 

almighty 







MA'AM?* 


T THIS X 
IS DETECTIVE 
CRAIG ROWAND 
I WORK FOR 
THE POLICE 
^DEPARTMENT' 


> YOU'RE > 
SEVERELY 
WOUNDED AND 
NEED MEDICAL 
V ATTENTION/ a 


SO r I 

NEED YOU 
TO LISTEN 
, TO ME. 


> STOP X 
RUNNING 1 
AND COME 
OUT WHERE 1 
CAN SEE YOU/ 
THERE'S NO 
L WAY OUT. / 








NOW... ^ 
r SLOWLY STEP 1 
DOWN FROM 
THAT LEDGE. YOU 
L DON'T WANT . 
► _ TO JUMP. JL 


^ I'M ^ 
NOT HERE TO 
HURT YOU* 1 
PROMISE. 


1 


k* \ 

TTT™1 
r , i 

. ^ 

i,'|‘ m 

F#l^— . 









_ 1 



LOOK, LADY, I 

r KNOW YOU'RE CONFUSED, ^ 
BUT YOU NEED HELP. WE NEED 
TO STOP YOUR BLEEDING. SO, 
PLEASE--JUST STEP AWAY FROM 
THE EDGE, AND WE CAN GO 
^ DOWNSTAIRS AND FIND a 
K A DOCTOR. 


' Yes , you v 

ARE. ITS WHAT 
YOU HUMANS DO 
YOU HURT EACH 



WHO 

IS? 


See; HiUSPAWN sturt 
]2 through 16 - - Todd. 


GOING TO 
REJECT YOU 
- TOO, JUST 
LIKE HE DID 


SAVIOR* f 


CLOAKED IN 
RED. THE ONE 
WITH THE 



r TAKE A ^ 
r DEEP BREATH 1 
AND COME 
TOWARDS ME. NICE 
AND SLOW. THIS 
.WILL ALL BE OVER , 
SOON. A 


NEED YOU TO 
RELAX. . 


. ( 

fil 

\ 

Pf 4 " [ 
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r I'M SURE ^ 
YOU'RE RIGHT-- 
WHATEVER 
YOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT, JUST 
STEP DOWN 
FROM- J 


Well, 
he WAS 
WRONG. 


] DIDN'T 1 
fORGET. f WAS 
v WAITING. 


jr and now X 
f THE HELLSFAWN- 
ALONG WITH THIS WRETCHED 
WORLD HE LIVES ON -WILL 
KNOW WHAT IT'S UKE TO 


Soon x 
f YOU'Ll BEAR V 
f WITNESS TO THE 1 
COMING DAMNATION \ 

ITS YOUR TASK TO 
TAKE THAT 

k MESSAGE BACK j 
X TO HIM. 


SILENCE!! 


become COMPLETELY 

FORSAKEN 1 / 


i * ;1j 




WAIT! 

DON'T 

jump; 
































, 



. 











WHERE 
ARE YOU 
TAKING 
WE?? , 


TUPTKEEP 

WALKING. 


SO WHAT'S YOUR 
W DEAL? YOU GOING TO ^ 
BECOME SOME "SUPERSTAR' 1 
CELEBRITY BY DAY" THEN 
TURN INTO SOME FREAKISH 
VIGILANTE AT NJGHT? SORRY TO 
BURST YOUR BUBBLE, BUT 
SOMEONE'S ALREADY 
CREATED THAT HOLLYWOOD 
l CHARACTER. HE'S CALLED A 
^ BATMAN/ EVER HEARD A 
OF HIM? 


r you 

TALK TOO 
. MUCH, j 


r AND THANKS ^ 
r FOR THE CHAIN 
CUFFS. I'M FLATTERED 
ACTUALLY. I CAN SEE 
HOW MY 145 POUND 
DEFENSELESS BODY 
l MIGHT INTIMIDATE . 

YOU. A 


^ I'D HATE ^ 
r TO THINK WHAT 
YOU'D HAVE 
DONE IF YOU CAME 
ACROSS MY 
k. PARTNER. A 


WHATp 

YOUR 

NAME? 


EXCUSE 

ME? 


r i&AW ^ 
what'p your 

. NAME? . 


MOST 
PEOPLE 
CALL ME 
TWITCH, 


AL 

PIMMONP. 


L. 


put you 
PAIt? SOME- 
THING TONIGHT" 
POMETWING I'M 
VERY CURIOUp 
A POUT. 


WHICH 

WAS? 


ALRIGHT TWITCH, 
you pa ip you wanted 
ANTWERP. WELL 60 DO 1. 
BECAUPE IF yOU PAW 
ME ON TV yOU KNOW 1 
CAN'T REMEM PER MY 
PAPT-ANP THATP RgAUY 
BEGINNING 
TO PtPP ME opp: 


THATP THE 
FIRPTUME IV 
HEARP TUOpE TWO 
NAME P PUT TOGETHER, i* 
PO WHAT I WANT 
TO KNOW... 












HIM? 


YOU SON 
OF A BITCH/ 





W WHAT ^ 

U> J| M^/J 


FA 

■ DID YOU 1 

MAK, H«iM[ .'Si Z fJ 1 : '*•-> r',1 1 ij- 

’ M 

P DO TO J 
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WHY? 


ezcAuee 

t WANT 


r UHL£$$ YOU 
MAYS A QGATtt 
WJ^M"YOU'Re 
<SC>JN.<S TO 
(SIVET um 
Y TO Me! J 
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MOW... 
WHO ARE 

. you? , 


r VO N'T PLAy^ 

6AMe£ with 

ME' IM MOT /N 
THE M0£>f? FOR 
^ 0ULL6HIT/ > 


I'M 

WITH THE 

l NX P.D. 


^ I TOLD ^ 
YOU — I'M A 
COP. DETECTIVE 
WILLIAMS WITH 
k THE.,. ^ 


^ YEAH? ^ 
WELL THE LA&T 
SHY WHO SAW 
THAT TO ME GOT 
HI6 HEAP TORN 
V OFF,* 


50 ^ 

' convince 1 

ME WHY I 
£HOULPN'T t?0 
l TH£ &AMETO , 

you, ^ 


♦See issue £01— Todd 


^ BECAUSE ^ 
YOU CANT. 
AND YOU KNOW 
THAT/ 


YOU ^5 
r SEEMED 1 
SURPRISED I KNEW 
ABOUT ALAND 
HIS COSTUME, 
l THAT INTRIGUES j 

Ik. you, 


^ SC, IF 
F YOU WERE 1 
r GOING TO KILL 1 
ME, I'M GUESSING 
YOU WOULD HAVE 
SNAPPED MY 
NECK TWENTY 
L MINUTES A 
^ AGO. ^ 


r AND IF YOU ^ 
DROP ME NOW, 
YOU MIGHT NOT 
EVER GET YOUR 
. ANSWERS, A 


r YOU'RE 
LOOKING 
FOR SOME 
THING. 










r I DON'T ^ 
THINK 

YOU RE THAT 
< STUPID, a 


A 
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SPECULATION IS STILL SWIRLING AROUND THE 
IDENTITY OF THE ALLEGED MIRACLE WORKER 
OF MIDTOWN MANHATTAN. WHILE THE POLICE 
CONTINUE TO SEARCH FOR HIM, THEY ARE 
RELUCTANT TO CONFIRM HIS NAME, THOUGH 
OUR SOURCES POINT TO A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL, 
JIM DOWNING. EQUALLY DIFFICULT TO CONFIRM IS 
AMATEUR VIDEO OF THE ALLEGED RESURRECTION 
OF A HIT-AND-RUN VICTIM, WHICH HAS BECOME 
AN INTERNET SENSATION. IN JUST THE PAST FEW 
HOURS, YOUTUBE HAS LOGGED IT AT OVER A HALF 
MILLION VIEWERS. 


IF, AS DOCTORS ARE TRYING TO ASCERTAIN, 

THE MYSTERY MAN DID INDEED HEAL THE FALLEN 
PHOTOGRAPHER WITH THE TOUCH OF HIS HANDS, 
THE MEDICAL AND RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES WILL 
BE INTERESTED IN WHAT HE HAS TO SAY, 



MR. JIM DOWNING, THE MYSTERIOUS MIRACLE 
WORKER OF MANHATTAN, REMAINS SUCCESSFUL 
IN THE LESS MIRACULOUS FEAT OF EVADING A 
POLICE DRAGNET WITH HIS NAME ON IT. IN THE 
MEANTIME, THERE'S A FRENZY TO SEE WHO CAN 
GET THE NEXT INTERVIEW WITH THE LIFE-SAVER. 
WORD IS THAT THE KARLENE PHILLIPS SHOW 
WILL RERUN MR. DOWNING'S FIRST TELEVISED 
APPEARANCE FROM A FEW DAYS AGO. I WOULDN'T 
DOUBT THAT SHE'LL ALSO BE MARKETING A DISK 
OF OUTTAKES . KEEP IT ALIVE, BABY GIRL.' 

WITH ALL THIS ATTENTION FROM THE MEDIA, 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE MEDICAL COMMUNITY, 
MR. DOWNING COULD EASILY BE THE BIGGEST 
NEWS STORY SINCE JUSTIN BEIBER'S WELL- 
CONSIDERED HAIRCUT. THERE'S EVEN TALK OF 
HAVING HIM HOST THE OSCARS/ BRAVO/ 

1 THINK IT'S BRILLIANT, THE WAY HE'S BUILDING 
HIS BRAND. 



m i woe off m ruhhihgu 

/VOW WE'RE BEING TOLD THAT THIS DOWNING 
CHARACTER IS THE NEW MESSIAH. PLEASE, 
EVERYONE, GET OFF YOUR KNEES. FIRST, LET 
SOMEONE CHECK WITH PRESIDENT OBAMA FOR 
HIS COMMENTS, BECAUSE I THOUGHT HE WAS 
SUPPOSED TO BE THE LATEST AND GREATEST MESSIAH. 

FOLKS, DO THEY REALLY THINK WE'RE MENTAL 
MIDGETS? THE ODDS OF THERE BEING NEW 
MESSIAHS IN TWO MAJOR MEDIA MARKETS ARE 
INCALCULABLE// 

ANYWAY, SINCE WHEN DO WE LET THE MAIN- 
STREAM MEDIA TELL US WHO'S WORTHY OF OUR 
DEVOTION? I DONT KNOW ABOUT YOU, BUT MV 
FAITH ISN'T GOING TO BE HIJACKED BY SOME 
HOMELESS REJECT FROM A MENTAL WARD/... AT 
LEAST, NOT UNLESS HE CAN BRING MY FIRST WIFE 
BACK TO LIFE' THE NEXT MOVE IS VOOES. PAL.' 




"DO YOU UNDERSTAND THE 
(VI ESS I'M GOING TO HAVE TO 
DEAL WITH, DETECTIVE ROWAN D? 
SO TELL ME- WHAT DO YOU WANT 
US TO DO HERE? YOU HAVE ANY 
IDEA HOW BAD THIS LOOKS? 


'’GODDAMN MEDIA'S GOING 
TO TURN THIS SHIT-STORM 
INTO FRONT PAGE NEWS/ NO 
ONE'S GOING TO EVER WANT 
TO GET THEIR FLU SHOTS 
AGAIN/ SO, HELP ME OUT 
HERE BY ANSWERING A 
SIMPLE QUESTION, 


"LIKE, WHY THE 
HELL ARE YOU 
EVEN IN MY CITY? 

VIRGINIA NOT 
EXCITING ENOUGH 
FOR YOU?" 


SUICIDE, ^ 
r A LAWYER WITH 1 
CONNECTIONS TO 
SOME PRETTY HIGH 
PROFILE FOLKS, 

AND PART OF OUR 
INVESTIGATION 
k LED ME / 
^^HERE.* ^^ANYONE^ 

f KNOW 

— — - h YOU'RE IN 
TOWN? , 


X I'M ^ 
F WORKING T 
WITH DETECTIVES 
6URKE AND 
WILLIAMS FROM 
THE £3rd 
PRECINCT, ^ 


WORKING 
ON A 

L CASE, y YE AH, 
WHAT 

— i KIND? 


LOOK' J 
WHAT? 


r I SAID ^ 
LOOK UP. 
1 WANT TO 
SEE YOUR 
, NECK, , 


THEY ^ 
TELL ME THE 
NURSE DID THAT 
TO YOU. THAT 
k CORRECT? A 







V 

r 


‘ 





i” .-'Ik r 1 
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I WAS 

W WAITING FOR DETECTIVE ^ 
r WILLIAMS, WHOSE PARTNER ^ 
IS LYING IN A BED UPSTAIRS, 
HE WANTED ME TO COME CHECK 
ON BURKE, SEE HOW HE WAS 
DOING, WHEN I GOT TO HIS 
FLOOR I THOUGHT IT SEEMED 
t A LITTLE TOO QUIET. A 
k SO 1 WENT TO HIS ^ 
ROOM. 


WHEN I 1 
WALKED IN 
THE NURSE 
WAS ON TOP 
. OF HIM, , 


: MEAN SHE 
WAS LITERALLY ON X 
"HE BED ATTACKING HIM. \ 

AND HER R:GHT HAND WAS \ 

INCHES AWA v -ROM INJECT; NG 

h; v WITH -I DON'T KNCVV-- 
WTTH SOMETHING. I ORDERED I 

HER TO STEF AWAY FROM / 

BURKE, AND BEFORE I X— 

COULD DO ANYTHING ^ SHE WAS 

SHE WAS AT MY UNNATURALLY STRONG- * 
THROAT. AND FAST, I DON'T KNOW 

HOW SHE MOVED LIKE THAT. 
and I WAS JUST REACONG. 

\ FIGURED SHE WAS WIRED ON 
\ A HEAVY DOSE OF SO1V1E- 
\ THING. METH, COKE. I A 
X^ DON'T KNOW. 


W F BUT I PUT ^ 

TWO SLUGS IN ^ 
HER CHEST AND 
ANOTHER FIVE IN HER 
GUT- -AND SHE STILL 
DIDN'T STOP, NOT 
k. UNTIL... ^ 




W DISPATCH SAID A 
I ''MONSTER" ATTACKED 
' YOU. THAT YOU USED 
THE WORD "MONSTER" 
TO DESCRIBE YOUR 
ASSAILANT. SEEMS LIKE 
AN ODD CHOICE OF 
, WORDS. W HAT'D YOU A 
k MEAN BY THAT? ^ 




THAT'S 

RIGHT. 




r SHE DIDN T ^ 
ACT HUMAN. 
THAT'S WHAT I 
MEANT, DO YOUR 
HOMEWORK, YOU'LL 
COME TO THE SAME 
^ CONCLUSION, v 


DON T TELL US ^ 
HOW TO DO OUR JOB. 
WE'RE NOT THE ONES POPPING 
NURSES IN THE MIDDLE OF 
THE NIGHT. JUST TELL US 
. ABOUT THIS ‘"MONSTER" .. 
k^_ OF YOURS, 





Ip *, 


X DON T ^ 
f KNOW HOW' 
SHE MADE IT 
THERE, SHE WAS 
STREAMING 
BLOOD THE 

V ENTIRE j 

V TIME. A 


r YOU LL SEE ^ 
THE CONDITION 
SHE WAS IN 
AFTER YOU FIND 
HER. HAVE YOU 
DONE THAT 
YET? A 


SHE x 
WAS PRETTY 
HARD TO 
MISS, v 















rNTERE£-ntM£, 


f tuet ^ 
r COLOR OP- 1 
YQ UR 31001? 
6AY6 YOU 

ARE 

< HUMAN- J 


WHAT 

W£E£ you 

TUINKrN6? 











HELLO 


WHO'S 

THERE? 











r I KNOW, \ 

I HEAR HER\ 

talking TO 

ME EVERY — 

^ NIGHT. ASHE'S LOST 


WITHOUT YOU 
I SEE IT IN 
v HER EYES. 


I'M 

SORRY, 

DAD. 



A WHAT N 
DO YOU 
MEAN YOU'RE 
SORRY? FOR 
v WHAT? y 


y EVERY- A 
THING, I'M. 
JUST SORRY 
FOR EVERY- 
v THING, y 


S I NEED > 
YOU TO 
LISTEN TO ME 
SOMETHING 
BAD IS 

V COMING, a 


y DON'T. > 
YOU'VE DONE 
NOTHING 
WRONG. IT 
WAS ME- I'M 
THE ONE 
THAT SHOULD 
Y. BE*** y 


' SOME- > 
TH]NG 

KSAUY 

. BAD, J 


THAT'S NOT 
IMPORTANT, 
OKAY? IT'S 
NOT WHY I'M 
V HERE, > 


DAD, 





r VVHAT5^ 37^ YEAH, WELL CITY ^n” 
YOUR GUT / HALL ISN'T GOING TO BE > 

INSTINCT IMPRESSED THATOUR ONLY 

ON THIS WITNESS IS AN OUT OF TOWN 

l ONE ? y HARD TO DETECTIVE WHOSE MENTAL 

^^-^TELL, I LIKE THAT X STATE CAN EASILY BE 
W HE WAS SUPPOSEDLY \ CALLED INTO QUESTION J 
W PROTECTING A FELLOW V AFTER TONIGHT 

[ OFFICER-ANDTHE MISSING P*'" — - — - 

1 HOSPITAL STAFF SOUND i ^ 

B, LIKE SOMETHING 

By bigger than a - 

V ROGUE COP. 


r WHATRE^ 

YOU 

SAYING? 
THAT HE HAD 
SOMETHING 
TO DO WITH , 
L THIS? A 


f WE KNOW ^ 
HE HAD 
SOMETHING 
TO DO WITH IT 
QUESTION 
IS --WAS IT 
ACTION OR 
L REACTION ? A 


SHOULD > 
WE GET 
THE FEDS 
INVOLVED? 


w LET'S POKE ^ 
HIM A BIT MORE 
SEE WHERE IT 
. TAKES US. > 





Jnf 



N ' 3 H 

■ u, , 



n iv^ 


i 






i 


f Y ; 










HERE 

YA GO, 


THANKS. 

W ROWAND-- 

■ HELP US 

■ UNDERSTAND 
ft SOME- 
Ift THING-- A 


^ PHONE NUMBERS, 
f CREDIT CARD PURCHASES. ^ 
AND THE LAW FIRM HE WORKED 
AT HAD A FEW CLIENTS THAT OVER 
LAPPED OUR TWO CITIES. LAST 
v PERSON MY DECEASED TALKED 
TO WAS FROM HERE. ^ 




w YOU SAID ^ 
YOU'RE WORKING 
ON A CASE BACK 
HOME. WHAT'S THE 
TIE TO NEW 
k. YORK? 


_ YOU ALSO 
r SAID YOU WERE 1 
WAITING FOR DETECTIVE 
WILLIAMS, BUT NO ONE'S 
BEEN ABLE TO REACH 
HIM FOR THE PAST FEW 
HOURS--ANY IDEA 
WHERE HE MIGHT BE? 
.ESPECIALLY GIVEN THE, a 
^ YOU KNOW... 










HE 1 
DIDN'T 
SAY, , 


r NOTHING? > 
HE DIDN'T 
GIVE YOU ANY 
IDEA WHERE 
V HE WAS? 4 


^ ONLY THAT ^ 
HE WAS GOING 
TO LOOK UP AN 
OLD CONTACT 
^ OF HIS. ^ 


r EXCUSE ^ 
ME, SIR? SORRY 
TO INTERRUPT. I 
KNOW YOU 
DIDN'T WANT TO 
BE DISTURBED,- 
BUT... 


r THIS HAD ^ 
BETTER BE GOOD! 
WE'RE IN THE 
MIDDLE OF AN 
.INTERROGATION. . 


t CALM 1 
THE F**K 
DOWN, 
ROWAN D' 
NOW, WHAT 
IS IT 

l ROOKIE? A 


INTERROGATION?* 


YOU'LL ^ 
WANT TO 
COME WITH ME 
WE FOUND 
V SOMETHING, , 




L x 

i 











1 know X 

/ THIS MIGHT \ 

\ ALL BE OVER- \ 

I WHELMING TO 

\ YOU, BUT 1 NEEDX— ' — ^ 

\ YOU TO HEAR ^ DO YOU 

V THIS, REMEMBER WHEN X 

- -f YOU RESCUED ME FROM > 
/ THOSE VAMPIRES AND 
/ THEN FROM THAT HOUSE?* 
WELL, WHEN I WAS THERE I 
\ DID SOME STUPID THINGS. 
\ GOT CAUGHT UP WITH 
\ SOME BAD PEOPLE y 
^ ^ BEFORE YOU SAVED / 
X BUT THE ME. 

/ THING IS--YOU 
f DIDN'T SAVE ME— \ 

NOT REALLY. I KNOW \ 

YOU TRIED, BUT IT WAS 
TOO LATE* I WASN'T 
ME ANYMORE. NOT / 

, THE SAME ME, / 

\ ANYWAY- -I WAS < 

V DIFFERENT. ^ X 


^ MAX, > 
YOU'RE NOT 
MAKING ANY 
w SENSE. > 


1AM 

DIFFERENT 


DAD.' 


LISTEN 

TO ME* 


^ PLEASE... X 
JUST LISTEN TO 
ME, I DON'T 
HAVE MUCH 
X TIME. V 


x I'M TRYING X 
f TO PROTECT YOU, 
LIKE YOU ALWAYS 
TRIED TO PROTECT 
ME. SO 1 NEED TO 
explain something 

BUT- IT'S 

X COMPLICATED. V 


jr AND X 
YOU CANT \ 
LET MOM KNOW 
WE MET. OR 
THEY'LL COME 
* FOR HER y 
X TOO. / 




OH 

CRAP/ 


WHAT 
IS IT?/ 


f HE'S ^ 
/ AFTER 
THE SUIT- 
MR, SIMMONS' 
SUIT, YOU 
CANT LET HIM 
GET IT. DON'T 
LET HIM TAKE 
V CONTROL. A 


HE'LL 
KILL US 
All! 


S BUT YOU > 
NEED TO KNOW 
HIS NAME. 
BLUDD, HIS 
NAME IS BLUDD 
YOU HAVE TO 
\ STOP HIM/ v 


^ THEY > 
FOUND 
ME/ I HAVE 
v TO GO/ > 



sh-Tni 




WL 


REMEMBER-- 
H]S NAME IS 
BLUDD. 
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r i'm i 

DONE 

TALKING 

TO 

L YOU, > 


r like you ^ 

bAW-l CAN'T 
AFFQR1? TO KILL 
you, ATL£A£>T 

w not yet. a 


CANT 

PO 

THAT, 


" ■ »i~a * 


r AND 
WHAT IF I 
REFUSE? 




you 

ALR£A<?Y KNOW ^ 
TH£ ANSWER TO THAT 
anp you strike tm 

A£s SOMEONE $MAR T 
£NOU6H TO WANT A 
^TO £TA/ AUVB, 


~ DON'T ^ 
THINK I HAVE 
AN EXTRA PAIR 
. ANYMORE, 


WHICH MEAN£ ^ 

youu mi m AeouT 

mv cozrdMe-ANP 

AL SIMMONS, ANT? ANY' 
TWINS ELSE t WANT 
Sn^ TO KNOW. 


AND WHETHER 
F YOU REALIZE IT OR 1 
NOT, YOU'RE GOING TO 
NEED MY HELP BECAUSE 
SOMEONE WANTS THAT 
COSTUME YOU STOLE 
FROM AL, IF THEY GET IT, 
WE'RE SCREWED/ NOT 
t JUST YOU AND I*,, A 
^ BUT ALL OF US, ^ 


good ' ^B 
W BECAUSE HERE'S 
¥ HOW ITS GOING 1 
r TO BE, I DON'T LIKE 1 
YOU! AND AFTER 
DROPPING ME OFF 
THAT BUILDING, I'LL 
ASSUME THE FEELING'S 
MUTUAL. OUR 
DISTRUST FOR EACH 
OTHER MIGHT 
k BE THE ONLY THING J 
L WE LL HAVE IN A 
^ COMMON. 


REALLY? 


I'M 

WAITING 


SO, THOUGH I D ^ 
RATHER NOT, HERE'S 
WHAT I KNOW,,, , 







THIS IS 

Y RODGERS- -WE'RE ^ 
ON THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF FLOOR 

SEVENTEEN- ORDERS WERE 
GIVEN! TO CLOSE OFF 

V THIS AREA. HAS IT A 
X. STARTED YET? 









IS 

THAT,,.? 














r I'VE 1 
4EKE4CY 

, TUI£. . 


scwe cswppy 

. FURNITURE. . 


f BUT ™ 
DO YOU 
KNOW 
WHAT IT 
v IS? A 


IT'S A 
THRONE 


HIS 

THRONE 


w 

1 

<: 

1 


V*, 















WMAT? r YOURE ^ 
V W TELLING ME 

meuvep 

I ■LY MERE? j 


r AND A 
THESE 
ALLEYS" 
THEY 
WERE HIS 
L HOME- 


KNOW. 


FULL- 

TIME? 


r IT ^ 

PO££N'T 

MAKE 


WMYY/OULP 
ME PO THAT? IF 


TMO£€ TO MIS 
AV VANTAGE? 


BECAUSE 
HE DIDN'T 
HAVE A 
CHOICE. . 


THERE'S 
ALWAYS A 
t CHOICE. . 


^ BELIEVE ME-- 
1 TOLD HI M THAT AT 
LEAST A DOZEN TIMES 
BUT HE WOULDN'T 

^ LISTEN. 


HE WAS ALWAYS 
TORTURING HIMSELF 
EMOTIONALLY, j 
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SO HE WASN'T 
ALL THERE MENTALLY. 
FINE-' WHATEVER, BUT 
SOMEONE WAS AFRAID 
OF HIM, OTHERWISE 
WHY KILL HIM? 


YOU 

TELL 

ME, 


UNH? 

up 

WAS IT 
YOU? DID 
YOU KILL 
AL? 


UI^:-T 'T i DIM 

r 


r . 'jj 


r« 


r- ” f 


,ljfc 
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NO. 


AT LEAST 
AS FAR AS 
I KNOW. 


WHAT THE HELL 
IS THAT SUPPOSED 
TO MEAN? 

IT MEANS I'M STILL % 

LOOKING FOR ANSWERS, A M 
SINCE I CANT RECALL A * 1 
GODDAMN THING ABOUT 
MY PAST/ S0--DID I 
KILL YOUR FRIEND? 

NO/ NOT THAT 
I REMEMBER. WE'LL 
JUST HAVE TO LEAVE 
IT AT THAT. 

Instead, you'd 

BETTER START GIVING 
ME SOMETHING, BECAUSE 
SO FAR ALL YOU'VE DONE 
IS STALL AND I'M ABOUT 
TO GET PISSED OFF/ YOU 

understand? 


YEAH. WE'VE 
ALREADY ESTABLISHED 
WHO HAS THE POWER 
HERE,* 

THEN TELL" 

ME ABOUT 
SIMMONS. 


FINE. ON 
ONE 

CONDITION^ 

YOU'RE IN 
NO POSITION TO 
BARGAIN. 

AND NEITHER 
ARE YOU* SO YOU 
WANT ANSWERS, 

THEN YOU'RE GOING 
TO DO ME A FAVOR 
AFTERWARDS, 

^DEPENDS 
ON HOW 
GOOD YOUR 
STORY IS* 

OH, 

IT'S A 
GOOD 
ONE. 


''Last issue- -Todd 







"THAT'S WHY HE PROTECTED 
THE HOMELESS WHO ROAMED 
THESE ALLEYS. BECAUSE HE 
FELT LIKE THEY'D BEEN DUMPED 
ON ENOUGH. OR PERHAPS HE 
TOOK COMFORT [N BEING 
AROUND OTHER LOST SOULS, 


"SO HE FOUGHT BACK. 
DOING WHATEVER HE 
NEEDED TO SHOW THEM 
HE WAS GOING TO BE HIS 
OWN MAN. THAT NO ONE 
WAS EVER GOING TO 
CONTROL HIM AGAIN. 


"WHATEVER DROVE HIM, HE 
COULDN'T ESCAPE HIS PAST. 

AS A COVERT OPERATOR FOR 
THE U S. GOVERNMENT, HE WAS 
TRAINED TO KILL WITH PRECISION . 
AND LIKE A GOOD SOLDIER , 
HE DID IT WITHOUT QUESTION 
FOR YEARS. 3UT SOMEWHERE 
ALONG THE LINE HE BEGAN TO 
ASK QUESTIONS, AND WHEN HE 
DID- -THEY SIMPLY KILLED HIM. 


"BUT SOMEHOW HE 
CHEATED DEATH -- 
FOR A PRICE. YEARS 
LATER HE RETURNED 
TO EARTH AS A 
spawn. CONFUSED. 
DAZED. A MAN WITH 
NO PLACE TO GO. 
JUST LIKE YOU ARE 
NOW. AND INSTEAD 
OF FINDING PEACE 
OR GETTING BACK 
TO THE WOMAN HE 
LOVED, HIS LIFE WAS 
A CONSTANT WAR. 


THE FIRST TIME 3 

Became aware of al, i 
HAD A DEAD PEDOPHILE 
HANGING IN MY OFFICE 4 . 
IT TOLD ME HE COULD BE 
BRUTAL, BUT WITH 
REASON. HE DIDN'T LIKE 
OTHERS MESSING WITH 
WEAKER PEOPLE. 


W-ay back in issue 5 -■■odd 


"WHETHER IT WAS 
AGAINST THOSE HE 
USED TO WORK FOR 
OR SOME SUPER' 
NATURAL FORCE, 
THEY ALL CAME AT 
HIM. RELENTLESSLY. 


AND LIKE YOU RIGHT 
NOW. I DIDN’T TRUST 
HIM EITHER. HE WAS 
ARROGANT. COCKY, AND 
ACTED STUPID AS HELL. 


"THATS WHEN 
I MET HIM 
FACE TO FACE. 


"BUT OVER TIME-- DESPITE 
THE CONSTANT STRUGGLE OVER 
ALL THE MADNESS AND CHAOS 
THAT HAD BECOME HIS LIFE" 
HE SHOWED ME THAT HE WAS 
A MAN OF INTEGRITY AND 
CONVICTION. AND MOST 
IMPORTANTLY WAS WILLING TO 
STAND UP FOR OTHERS. 



















"SO WAS HE A KILLED? YES. 

DID HE MURDER OTHERS 
FOR THE GREATER CAUSE OF 
SOME SUPPOSED AMERICAN 
LIBERTY AND FREEDOM? YES. 


"BUT IN THE END HE 
REGRETTED THOSE ACTIONS 
WHEN HE LEARNED HIS SIDE WAS 
AS MANIPULATIVE AND POWER 
CRAZED AS THE ENEMIES, 


"THAT'S PART OF THE REASON 
HE ISOLATED HIMSELF FROM THE 
WORLD, HE WAS RACKED WITH 
GUILT, SO HE DECIDED THAT INSTEAD 
OF SOWING TO THE WISHES OF 
HEAVEN OR HELL OR ANY HUMAN" 
HE'D FIGHT FOR HIS OWN PERSONAL 
FREEDOM, AND THAT OF THE 
PEOPLE AROUND HIM. 


I THINK THAT'S WHY 
HE FOUGHT SO HARD 
FOR THOSE IN THE 
ALLEYS. BECAUSE HE 
KNEW WHAT IT MEANT TO 
HAVE LOST EVERYTHING. 


"BUT AT HIS CORE HE WAS 
A GOOD MAN. A VERY GOOD 
MAN. NOW THAT YOU'VE BEEN 
GIVEN HIS POWERS AND HIS 
COSTUME IT MEANS YOU'VE 
EITHER STOLEN THEM OR 
YOU'RE A GOOD MAN, TOO. ' 


"BECAUSE HE'D 
LOST THE 0,V£ 

Thing that 
gave his 

EXISTENCE ANY 
MEANING. 
HIS WIFE. 


"THIS DESPITE THE ONLY 
REASON FOR HIS EXISTENCE. 
THE ONLY REASON HE EVER 
WANTED TO RETURN TO EARTH 
HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM HIM, 















r I'D LIKE ^ 
TO FIND 
OUT WHICH 
IT tS. A 


r HOWS ^ 
ANY OF THAT 
SUPPOSED TO 
^ HELP ME? < 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
WANT? 


W^F all of it/ 
llr everything; you've 

W ONLY TOLD ME SURFACE ^ 
STUFF. SO, GIVEN THAT ANY 1 
OF ITS TRUE"! WANT NAMES, 
ADDRESSES, WITNESSES. BECAUSE 
IF 1 CAN GET MY HANDS ON 
l ANY OF THESE PEOPLE YOU'RE A 
L TALKING ABOUT, I'LL MAKE A 
THEM TELL ME WHAT I ^ 

: WANT TO KNOW. 


DETAILS 


WHAT IF m 

THEY DCNT ul 

HAVE ANY ■ 

ANSWERS?,^^^^^^^ 

W ^r~YVL KEEP LOOKING, ™ 
f ^BECAUSE SOMEONE HAS TO^ 
1 m KNOW WHO I AM AND WHAT 
m THE CHRIST I'M SUPPOSED TO 
■ ' BE DOING WITH THESE POWERS 
|l ■ SOMEONE TOLD ME THAT AL 
1% MIGHT HAVE PICKED ME 
^^SPECIFICALLY FOR THIS CRAZY , 

mvhow^ attle between^ 

TOLD YOL% 

W IMPORTANT. WHAT V| 

W IS, IS WHY WOULD YOUR VI 
FRIEND HAVE PICKED ■, 

■ ME-- CHOSEN ME FOR ■ 

& ALL OF THIS SHIT- - WHEN M 
^ HE DIDN'T EVEN 
KNOW ME?' 


HE 

WOULDN'T. 


r YOU THINK I ^ 
KNEW HIM?/ I'VE 
BEEN IN A GOD- 
DAMN COMA FOR 
THE PAST FIVE 
YEARS// SO STOP 
L F*@CKING WITH . 

ME// 


r to ^ 

[ H Y 

UVHAT?J 

■ v k 1 







ALRIGHT/ 

ALRIGHT/ 

CALM DOWN. 


: UP I TOLD YOU I'D 

HELP, I'LL MAKE A COPY OF ^ 

Y ALL MY FILES AND BRING THOSE 
TO YOU, THEN I CAN USE THE POLICE 

DATABASE TO SEE IF ANY OF WHAT 
YOU KNOW, ALONG WITH WHAT I 
KNOW, HAS ANY OVERLAP WE'LL START 
THERE FIRST. IF I HAVE TO ILL KNOCK , 

V ON EVERY DOOR OF ANYONE / 

THAT'S EVER BEEN NEAR 
' YOU OR AL. 


^ DOES " 
THAT WORK 
^FQR YOU?, 


OKAY 


\ 

1 

,1 
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F YOU SAID ^ 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT WANTING 


r THAT'S ^ 
SOME KIND 
OF FRIEND. 

WHERE 
. IS HE? < 


r i need you ^ 

TO HELP ANOTHER 
FRIEND OF MINE. 

DO THAT AND 
YOU CAN KILL ME 
WHENEVER YOU 
L. FEEL LIKE IT. A 


IN THE 
HOSPITAL 
t DYING. , 


YOU ^ 
!' W DON'T SEEM 
|T SCARED AT WHAT 
YOU'RE SEEING, 

1 jK . DETECTIV E. „ J 

rSADix^m M 

I'VE SEEN IT ^ 
BEFORE. WHEN 1 1 
DID YOU KILL \ 

' THESE? 

^ LAST W> 

EL MIGHT . M 





Forty minutes later 



W WON'T ^ 
f THAT GET YOU 
IN TROUBLE? 

I THOUGHT YOU 
COPS WERE 
l LOOKING FOR 
ME f jct 


Tit] 


MAKE 

SURE NO ONE 
SEES YOU. 


r I DON'T KNOW. ^ 

WE DON'T SEND M 
THIS MANY SQUAD 1 
CARS UNLESS I 
SOMETHING BIG IS 

HAPPENING. WAIT 


HERE. I M 
GOING TO 
CHECK IT 
t OUT. a 


- _ 












■ n lOSE --C LIC- 1 ■ ■ 

CARS" THEY ■ 1 

HAVE SOMETHING 

TO DO WITH SAM / 1 DON'T KNOW--^^ 

^ DON'T THEY? y MAYBE-- BUT I'VE GOT 1 
r TO GO INSIDE. WE'LL JUST 
! PUT MY PLAN OY HOLD UNTIL 

1 H I KNOW ITS SAFE FOR 
m YOU. SO- - HERE'S OUR 

B MOMENT or TRUTH. I HOPE 

.: B^^ YOU'LL STILL BE HERE A 

^^^k. WHEN I GET BACK. 


WHEN 
WILL THAT 
BE? > 


I DO NT ^ 
KNOW/ WHEN 
I'M DONE' JUST 
STAY OUT OF 
k SIGHT. A 


y LOOK-- 
fl NEED TO GET 1 
INSIDE. NOW/ I 
THINK SOMETHING 
MAY HAVE 
HAPPENED TO MY 
FRIEND AND THE 
STATION'S 
V BEEN TRYING A 
k. TO 


r SAM. ^ 
WHY'RE YOU 
\ ASKING? . 


Hunh? 


YOUR 

FRIEND. 

WHAT'S 

HIS 

NAME? 


WHAT'S 

H[S 

NAME? 


r AND 1 

WHAT 
HAPPENS IF 
I'M NOT 
l HERE? A 


THEN I LL ^ ■ 
r PHONE EVERY ^ 
MEDIA OUTLET I CAN, 
AND TELL THEM YOU'RE 
ACTUALLY A SADISTIC 
KILLER- NOT THE 
ROMANTIC FAITH HEALER 
. THEY'RE MAKING YOU j 
OUT TO BE. ^ 1 


r Tit DEAL ^ 
WITH THAT LATER 
FIRST I WANT TO 
^ CHECK MY... , 













THAT'LL SHUT 

r DOWN ANY CHANCE ^ 
YOU'LL HAVE OF EARNING 
MONEY AND LIVING A NORMAL 
LIFE, NOT TO MENTION 
COPS WILL HUNT YOU j 
^ DOWN FOREVER. ^ 









DETECTIVE 


i THAT'S HIM A 

V — '^^.SOMETHING 1 
YOU MEAN \ WRONG? J; 
DETECTIVE 

BURKE? ^ — --- 

^ ^ ^ NO. GO 

fc AHEAD.. 


F EXCUSE V 

V WILLIAMS. MY 



F ME/ THIS ■ 

i PARTNER S IN 



: FLOOR IS ! 

ft ONE OF THE ft 


m"' 

k OFF LIMITS J 

■k BEDS HERE^A ' 


LI 









DETECTIVE 

WILLIAMS? 


THAT ?Vi 1 3 HT ■ 

BE YOU. 

WE'VE BEEN^^^ 
r TRYING TO CONTACT YOU, 
AND ITVl SURE YOUR VIRGINIA 
FRIEND ROWAN D HAS, TOO, 
WE'D LIKE TO CORROBORATE 
L A FEW FACTS WITH YOU 

IF WE CAN. ^ 


^ WE ONLY ^ 
NEED A BIT OF YOUR 
TIME FOR A FEW 
. QUESTIONS... ^ 


r IS IT 
SAM? IS 
HE STILL 
* ALIVE? , 


^ YEAH. 
YEAH. HE'S 
< FINE* > 


BUT IT APPEARS HE 

X way HAVE BEEN THE TARGET x 
/ OF SOME- -LETS SAY-UNUSUAL \ 
ACTIVITIES BY ONE OF THE NURSES. 
THOUGH WE HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO 
PIECE IT ALL TOGETHER YET, AND BEFORE 
YOU ASK, THE NURSE COMMITTED 
SUICIDE BEFORE WE GOT HERE .THE . 
k ONLY ONE THAT HAD CONTACT WITH A 
m HER BEFORE WE ARRIVED WAS^B 
1^ DETECTIVE ROWAN D. 


' AND SO FAR^^'^^PB 
HIS STORY IS A ij 
LITTLE TOUGH TO /-"a --s* 

s s _SWALLOW^X SUICIDE? N 
' WHY SO MANY 
SQUAD CARS 
KH OUTSIDE 

THEN? < 


r BECAUSE ^B 
TVE ALSO GOT 1 
EIGHT DEAD BODIES 
ALL HOSPITAL STAFF. 

LET'S STEP INTO A 
l ROOM AND I CAN , 
^ FILL YOU IN* 
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WAKE U 

UPtM 


r i gave < 
you om 

SIMPLE TASK 
k ONE JOB/' 


f TO KEEP^ 

THE FAT 
DETECTIVE 
m HIS BED. 
THAT WAS 
L ALL.* a 


f YOU 1 
i DUMB : 

,iv , ’3 s . !r *■ 


1 BITCH, ( 

V 






W YOU'VE NO ^ 
IDEA WHATS AT 
STAKE HERE/ IF YOU 
DID-- YOU'D HAVE 
BEEN MUCH MORE 
DISCREET. A 


^ DON'T ^ 
GIVE ME 

mx&i 


IT'S NOT 

V A GAME/ ^ 

NONE OF THIS iSI W 

THAT'S WHY YOU 
MAKING MISTAKES-- r AND ~ 
BECAUSE YOU I'M JUST 
L KEEP FORGETTING j ABOUT 
Eh, THAT! OUT OF 


WERE 


AND IF THEY 

W FIND 1 1 — THEY WON' i ' 
W HESITATE COMING AFTER 

V EITHER OF US BECAUSE 
■ WE'VE BECOME TRAITORS 
TO THEM! SO IF YOU HOPE 
GOOD! ^ TO SURVIVE-! NEED A 
BECAUSE YOU PULL YOUR LOYALTY. 

“ ANOTHER STUNT LIKE YOU 
7 DID TONIGHT AND I'LL FEED ^ 

YOU 1 0 THE DOGS. I RECRUITED M 
YOU FOR A PURPOSE, WHICH i 
WAS TO STAND WATCH OVER 
DETECTIVE BURKE. HR'S HIDING M 
\ SO Vi E FI ! IMG FROM US . A 

X SOMETHING THE FORCES ,J3 
OF HELL WANT. ^A 


I > YOU WERE X 
/ AN EMPRESS. 
r A/OrA/VYMOKS/ 
THE SOONER YOU 
. FIGURE THAT OUT 
\ THE BETTER 
VWFLL ALL BEX 


^ and xjy 

> YOU'RE T? 
/ WRONG! 

I AM YOUR 
MASTER! IN 
THIS WORLD, 
AT LEAST. OR 
HAVE YOU ALSO 
FORGOTTEN 

L HOW I / 
SAVED A 
YOU? 


FORGETTING THATl 
1 DEAL WfTH THINGS 
THE WAY AN 

EMPRESS Of HELL 

W SHOULD. ✓ J 


REMEM5ER 


, ABOUT m 

Mi 

■kfrr- 

t *■ L 

^ " " : i, ;» 

OUT OF ! 




1 PATIENCE 1 
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L WITH A 


K 1 
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DO 

I HAVE 
THAT? 


y BUT ^ 
Y FIRST WE NEED 1 
r TO CORRECT OWE 
THING, THIS BODY 
YOU'RE IN-IT'S RUN 
ITS COURSE. IT S 
NO LONGER USEFUL. 
SO LIE BACK. I'LL 
RETURN WITH A 
L MORE SUITABLE A 
ONE, ^ 


I'LL 

TAKE 

THAT, 


r AND 1 
WAIT 

UNTIL YOU 
SEE WHO I 
HAVE IN 
L (WIND* A 
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